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The two most remarkable facts revealed by 
the recent vast “finds” of papyri in Egypt are, 
First: that the New Testament was originally 
written in the dialect of the lower or rather, 
the middle class of society, being from the 
first the “people’s” book; written in a style 
which no literary man of the day would have 
permitted himself to use but which being the 
language of the street, appealed most directly 
to the masses. It was written by workingmen 
to workingmen in the tongue of the working- 
man. The papyri prove that the many strange 
grammatical forms of the New Testament un- 
known to the classics, were merely colloquial- 
isms. 

The fact-which seems to me only sec- 

ond to this in importance, is that the term 
Kvpios “Lord,” was never used in St. Paul’s 
day excepting of deity, and therefore when 
‘the Apostle declared, as he constantly did 
even in his earliest epistles, that Jesus Christ 
was Lord,. every one who read those words 
knew that in St. Paul’s theology Jesus was not 
only the Christ (i. e. Messiah) or Master, 
# but that He was the object of his worship as 
God. These two facts were sufficiently elab- 
orated in our last article (February). But 
these papyri also reveal much other new 
knowledge of inestimable value to Bible stu- 
dents. Some of these we now note. 


STRANGE AND CURIOUS FACTS CONCERNING THE 
CIVILIZATION OF THE FIRST CENTURY. 


It has only been a few years since the 
learned world was about equally divided on 
the question whether Jesus and the Apostles 
could or could not speak Greek. That question 
is settled now. The Koina or “common” 
Greek of the New Testament was spoken 
throughout the entire Roman Empire—in Pa- 
lestine, Syria, Arabia, Egypt, everywhere— 
being so universal a language that Moulton 
has dared to say that it covered in the first 
century “a far larger portion of the civilized 
world than English does today”; a man being 
*. able to live even in Rome without a knowl- 
edge of Latin easier than without¢a knowl- 
edge of this common tongue. These papyri 
_ therefore open to us in a most unexpected way 
_ the common life and thought of the lower and 
ddle classes everywhere throughout the en- 
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tire district covered by St. Paul and the other 
Apostles in their missionary journeys. For 
the first time we can now see the life and 
thought of the strata of society in which 
Christianity first lodged itself. These papyri 
cover a wide field. Here are birth and death 
notices, school boy copy books and exercise 
papers, political letters, royal edicts, legal doc- 
uments of all kinds, labor contracts, tax re- 
ceipts from everybody, including “horse doc- 
tors” and private correspondence by hundreds 
of individuals on all possible subjects. Here 
is a marriage contract in which the bride gets 
three dresses as a part of her dowry and 
faithfully promises “obedience” to her hus- 
band, a bundle of papers concerning a strike 
of certain workers in a stone quarry, a politi- 
cal letter (2d cent.) in which a tax farmer 
urges a certain labor guild to support Petesis, 
because he has paid his tax for making beer. 
The sale of beer receives much attention in 
these tax reports. The saloon has always had to 
be “regulated”. That is seen clear back in 
Abraham’s day where in an old code of laws 
the saloon keepers (who were mostly women) 
are thought of as dangerous to morals. In 
these papyri from the early Christian era, and 
a little earlier, the tax upon saloons is almost 
as much in evidence as the tax upon land or 
the “poll tax”. Yet it is equally curious that 
religious organizations were also compelled to 
pay a tax. It is plain from these tax receipts 
that a “monopoly” in the perfumery or laun- 
dry business or in the making and selling of 
bricks in certain communities was granted by 
the government on the payment of an extra 
tax. How strange it is to read of a certain 
capitalist paying a special bonus to the govern- 
ment for the privilege of having a monopoly 
of the sale of oil in the village of Haraclea! 

A large part of one revenue papyrus has 
entirely to do with the oil monopoly. It also 
seems rather modern to read a contract im 
which an egg merchant pledges himself not, to 
sell secretly or at secret prices. Here are wills 
also with the names of six witnesses at- 
tached, (each witness described by- some pecu- 
liarity or physical defect)—wills that would 
be valid in any court today. Here are medical 
prescriptions that it might be worth while for 
some of our physicians to try, e. g. “Cure of 


earache; rinse with warm onion juice or 
syinge with the gall of a goat.’ Here is a 
rhetorical treatise in which advice is given 
which might well be followed by same young 
ministers today. I give it in free trans- 
lation. “Do not be stiff nor artificial in 
your speaking.~ It is better to hesitate 
sometimes as if in want of a word than 
to speak too confidently. The people ap- 
preciate it more if it seems to come off hand.” 
Here the fragments of an old Postal Register, 
showing that the mail was so carefully looked 
after that “the day book of the register letter 
department of a modern Post Office coul 
hardly be more methodical or precise.” Ever 
letter and parcel had to be carefully recorde 
as well as the name of the postman to whon 
it was given for delivery. One of the mos 
curious new facts is revealed in a contract 
in which a slave.owner puts out one of his 
boys to a teacher of short hand, making terms 
with him for a two years’ course at the end 
of which time this boy is to be an expert in 
reading and writing short hand. And yet it 
has not been very long since sceptics were 
asking how the Sermon on the Mount could 
have been preserved! 

It is now seen not only that writing was a 
very common accomplishment; but that in the 
Apostolic age there were teachers of short- 
hand even in the little country villages. This 
particular contract was written only about 
half a century after St. John’s death. Another 
contract, illuminating the times, is that in 
which a young slave girl succeeds in getting 


someone to buy up the third part of her. 


which is yet in bondage to two brothers. There 
had previously been paid two thirds of the 
price of her emancipation. This transaction 
occurred within half a century of the date at 
which St. Paul wrote that tender plea for the 
slave Onesimus calling him “no longer a ser- 
vant but a brother beloved”. (Philemon 16.) 


MORAL AND RELIGIOUS SPIRIT OF THE APOSTLIC 
AGE. 

It has long been claimed that the heathen 
world at the coming of Christ “was ethically 
as well as religiously at the point of dissolution; 
that it had become as bankrupt in morals as 
in faith” (Uhlhorn). It was thought that all 
was cruelty and thirst for blood, and cynicism 
and unbelief. But while that was true in a 
large degree of the so-called “higher classes”, 
the papyri prove that the middle classes were 
still human, and while the standards were 
far: from Christian, there was no such total 
surrender to brutality and lust as the classics 
had led us to suppose; while “the vast ma- 
jority of mankind were not tired of religion, 
or hostile to religion, but friendly to religion, 
and hungering for it” (Deissmann’. Even St. 
Paul who draws the darkest picture known in 
literature of contemporary pagan. civilization 
(Rom. 1); yet calls the Athenians “very re- 
gious” (Acts 17:32). It is much to get this 
new. light on the environment out of which 
Christianity sprang and to get it from the lips 
and pens of the men who lived at the very 
time and among the very class of population 
which most eagerly received the “Good 
Tidings”. The sweet and beautiful letters 
printed in boyish scrawl to the absent fathers 


and the letters of husbands to wives prove 


. - 


that home love was not wholly. obliterated 
even then. Every one is probably familiar 
with the letter of the little fellow who lived in 
Paul’s age and wrote to his father that if he 
ever went away again without taking him he 
would never speak to him as long as he 
lived and closes with the demand, “Send 
me a lyre, I beg of you. If you don’t, I won't 
eat, I won’t drink, there now!” 

One man who has had to leaye his wife 
(or possibly it was his sweetheart) writes 
back that during the entire month in which he 
has been absent he has never bathed: eve 
once because of his sorrow at parting fr 
her. This expression of love is certainly 
very Oriental! Yet on the other hand/the 
revelation*of vicewand™low»standards of mor- 
als even among the common people is 
impressivereLh in the theater turn 
upon plots so vile that even our worst places 
of amusement would not tolerate them. So 
the horoscopes or prophetic almanacs, contain 
references to the most indelicate subjects 
which are made in the most careless way 
without any thought evidently that such re- 
marks could be objectionable. So in the court 
records the life that is exposed fairly startles 
one—as when an advocate boldly charges the 
judge with having had improper relations with 
a young boy. One of the most illuminating 
letters bearing upon this phase of life was 
published by Grenfell and Hunt in 1904 in 
which a husband writes to his wife (B. C. 1) 
that if their daughter bears a son it is to be 
cared for and supported (presumably at his 
expense) but if it happens to be a girl it is 
to be “exposed”. Such was the life into which 
the new Gospel came with its new teaching, 
so pure and beautiful that it could well be 
thought of as the sunshine of a new morning 
which had just dawned on the world (Luke 
1:78. John 1:5). Contrast Jesus’ words about 
death with this letter written in the 2d cen- 
tury by Eirene to a couple who had just been 
bereaved: : 

“There is. nothing one can do in the face 
of such trouble. So I leave you to comfort 
yourselves.” (Deissmann “New Light” p. 76). 


RELATION OF THE NEW TESTAMENT CHURCH TO 
OTHER RELIGIOUS AND CIVIL CORPORATIONS, 


As far back*as 1893 an American scholar 
(A. S. Carmen in Bib. Sacra) had conclusively 
shown that much of the vocabulary of the 
New Testament and many of its allusions were 
to be referred to the customs and symbols 
of the Eleusinian Mysteries. This argument, 
though perhaps, a few over statements may 
be found in it, has never been successfully 
controverted. It has been well said that a 
writer who takes as much interest as Paul 
in the Greek games, could hardly have ig- 
nored that system of religious expression 
which was perhaps the most influential of all 
in the cities where he preached. For a dozen 
years such men as Deissmann and Ramsay 
have been making us familiar with the truth 
that the legal terminology of Rome and Greece 
was used by St. Paul with. the nicest discrim- 
ination. Paul’s argument 6n heirship and adop- 
tion is quite different when he writes to a 
Roman city from what it is when he writes 
where the Greek law is in force. So the 
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“oath” which safeguarded the bargain (Heb. 
6:16) had been legal in the law courts for 
centuries. Just so, the references to well known 
claims of the Greek initiates in the Greek mys- 
teries are clearly referred to in language 
which could not have been misunderstood by 
his readers, for the Eleusinian and Mithraic 
rites were much better known then than the 
Masonic rites are now. 

But now we see for the first time that even 
the terms by which the officers of the Church 
were named (e. g. “presbyters,” “priests,” 
“bishops,” etc.) were already in common use 
in the various religious or civil corporations of 
that era. So the Hpocevx4 or place of. prayer, 
mentioned Acts 16:13, is now seen not to have 
been a peculiar Jewish institution, for the same 
term is used for the heathen places of prayer 
and one of the most curious recent discoveries 
shows that the tax placed upon the Proseucha 
was very much larger than that upon the brick 
factory or liquor house! Does this mean 
that the tax farmer thought the people who 
attended these places of prayer were “well- 
to-do” and better able to pay large taxes than 
those other men in other occupations or was 
there such a thing in that early time as a 
monopoly of Church privileges which were 
bought up by the religious society which was 
the highest bidder in the village? Or did the 
civil corporations bribe the tax authorities 
while the religious societies refused to do 
this and were therefore assessed high? 


DISCOVERY OF SEVERAL POCKET TSSTAMENTS OVER 
1600 YEARS OLD, 


Not only has the vocabulary of the Bible 
been illuminated so that many meanings of 
difficult words have been settled now for the 
first time: but in those rubbish heaps of Egypt 
have been found pieces of some very ancient 
New Testaments. When Grenfell and Hunt 
in 1897 discovered at Oxyrhynchus a leaf from 
Matthew’s Gospel the present writer urged in 
various publications the importance of the find 
and finally ventured to date it in the 3d cen- 
tury (200-300 A. D.) pointing out also that 
being a leaf from a text book, and not a loose 
papyrus, it must refer to an original at least 
half a century older than the papyrus book, 
and that finally being a poor man’s Testament 
(as was proved by the kind of papyrus used) 
it showed how universal and eagerly sought 
for was the Gospel story even at that early 
period. At the time this statement was made 
Dr. Grenfell, its discoverer, was, I think, 
dating the fragment a century later; but in 
his published papyri he ‘dates it in the 3d 
century. This date may therefore be accepted 
as final and puts the owner of this little book 
at least as near to the Apostle John as we are 
near to George Washington. And it is most in- 
teresting to know that in this oldest original 
manuscript of the New Testament—the oldest 
bit of Scripture ever looked upon by the eyes 
of modern scholars—every sentence, every 
word and every letter corresponds exactly with 
the readings of our oldest Greek uncials. This 
is almost equally true of later texts discovered. 
Among these may be mentioned another frag- 
ment of Matthew (5th to 6th cen,) ; two chap- 


“a ters of John’s Gospel (3d cent.) ; the opening 
of the Epistle to the Romans (4th cent.); a 
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portion of 1 John (4th or 5th cent.) and nearly 
a third of the entire book of Hebrews (4th 
cent.) The most marked exception to the 
general rule of accuracy is found in a frag- 
ment of Romans (a book the authorship, text 
and date of which are undoubted among schol- 
ars), this fragment appearing to be a school 
boy’s exercise. Indeed the only text brought 
to light in the new papyri which in any essen- 
tial way differs from our best uncials is the 
one presented by Prof. Sanders of the Univer- 
sity. of Michigan to the Archaeological Institute 
meeting in Chicago, December 380, 1907, and 
to the. Archaeological Society of Detroit Jan. 
23, 1908. ‘This papyrus (6th or 7th cent.) -is 
said to have been bought in a curiosity shop in 
Cairo and adds a “new verse” to the accepted 
text of Mark 16: 14 as follows: 

“And they answered saying that this age of © 
unrighteousness and unbelief is under the 
power of Satan, who does*not permit the 
things which are made by the (evil) spirits 
to comprehend the truth of God (and) His 
power. For this reason revel in thy righteous- 
ness now, they said to Christ, and Christ said 
to them: “The limit of the years of the power 
of Satan has been fulfilled but other terrible 
things are at hand and I was delivered unto 
death on behalf of those who sinned in order 
that they may return to the truth and sin no 
more, to the end that they may inherit the 
indestructible glory of righteousness (which) 
is in Heaven.’” : 

I have quoted this translation from the 
newspaper reports, having been unable as yet 
to see the original or a fac-simile, but anyone 
who knows the “style’ of Mark as a writer is 
not likely to imagine that this verse can be 
anything other than a later addition. It is not 


‘only unlike the main part of Mark’s gospel, 


but equally unlike the post—resurrection 
narrative, the authenticity of which has been 
doubted, with which our gospel of Mark closes. 
In style and substance of thought this “new 
verse’ much more resembles some of the 
newly discovered “Sayings of Christ” rather 
than any “text” of the canonical gospels ever 
hitherto brought to light. (See our, next 
month’s article.) 

In addition to the “texts” of the Gospels and 
Epistles there have also been found a good 
many documents in which quotations from, or 
references to, them are made. It is particularly 
curious that even in the Bible manuscripts as 
early as the 2d century the most sacred names 
are often abbreviated even the names “Jesus,” 
“Christ”, Saviour’, and “God”. Some folks 
nowadays think it very disrespectful to talk 
of the “M. E.” church and the “Y. P. S. C. E.” 
but this is altogether according to the custom 
of the Christians who lived in the days of the 
martyrs. 


TEXTS, NOT OF CHRISTIAN ORIGIN, WHICH THROW 
LIGHT ON BIBLE TIMES. 

These are too numerous to. be more than 
glanced at in this outline of discovery. Per- 
haps we might include here that fragment of 
Euripides in which we find the maxim quoted 
by St. Paul (1 Cor, 15:33) “Evil companion- 
ships corrupt good morals.” Here might also 
be included the texts which indicate that the 
Septuagint editors may not have been con- 
tradicting our present Hebrew’ text in many 
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places where modern scholars have suspected 
that they had a different Hebrew original be- 
fore them. 

The papyri suggest that they may have been 
merely modernizing the phrase and Egyptian- 
izing it to suit Alexandrian readers and to 
make the meaning plain to them. 

Chiefly we call attention to the Census pap- 
ers recently discovered which aid Sir W. M. 
Ramsay’s contention that the account of Luke 
concerning the taxing of the world under 
Augustus has been entirely confirmed. Indeed 
with the exception of the question concerning 
Quirinius’ part in that “enrolment” there can 
no longer be any doubt; the general fact is 
clearly established. Grenfell and Hunt give 
the tax reports and poll tax ostraca for num- 
bers of these “enrolments” and show that not 
only the Jews as Ramsay thought, but all per- 
sons residing out of their home Districts were 
compelled to return to their homes for the 
Census. They also show that these tax or 
Census lists were naturally made fourteen 
years apart, as in Egypt and Syria, a youth 
was considered as reaching his majority at that 
time—although in Greece eighteen was the age 
of manhood. That it took considerable time 
to take such a Census is evident and that 
some men reported later may be indicated by 
certain poll tax receipts one B. C. 18 and 
another B. C. 9—both of which were made in 
the reign of Augustus. It may be that the 
nativity ought to be pushed back to 9-7 B. C. 
However light upon this point is bound to 
come soon. Prof. Moulton (Ex. Times, Oct. 
1907) quotes a papyrus dated A. D. 103-4 in 
which a Prefect orders all strangers to get 
home for the approaching census and _ this 


most celebrated scholar concludes his exam- 
ination of the edict by remarking: “We are 
getting on. One of the census papers of the 
Nativity year will turn up next!” Every new 
find confirms the exceptional accuracy of the 
New Testament historians: 


Under this heading we might also speak of 
the Libelli, or certificates of Pagan sacrifice, 
three of which have been found. Here are 
the names of these men and their children 
and the date given at which they “poured a 
libation and sacrificed and tasted of the offer- 
ings” and thus turned apostate to the Christian 
faith, Poor men! Perhaps they did this in 
secret and thought few would know of their 
act. But the graves. have opened to proclaim 
on the house tops the names of these trairors to 
Jesus, But in those days it meant the lions 
or the sword or the stake if one, when sus- 
pected of Christianity, refused to do this. Aure- 
lius and Dioscorus have been dead sixteen 
centtiries and more—have they any relatives 
living to-day? 


Not only the papyri but occasionally an os- 
tracon speaks of these early times, as when on 
one of these pieces of broken pottery is a 
rude drawing of a man with one hand raised 
and in the other hand a staff surmounted with 
a cross and over the picture the name “St. 
Peter the Evangelist.” If this broken dish could 
only speak! (The writer wishes to acknowledge 
his ‘constant indebtedness for the facts de- 
pended upon above and not otherwise credited 
to Grenfell and Hunt’s splendid volumes of 
“Oxyrhynchus Papyri” (1898-1904) and “Hibeh 
Papyri (1906) which, it is to be hoped, may 
some day be translated in full.) 


Psychic Healing and the Church 


PSYCHIC . HEALING 


CHURCH. 
Albert Sidney Gregg. 


In view of the growing interest among 
pastors in “Psychic Healing” or ‘Christian 
Psychology,” as it is commonly called 
when referred to in the denominational press, 
we have obtained first hand information 
from several pastors who have been suc- 
cessful in utilizing the new system as a 
feature of regular church work. The re- 
sults given are almost beyond belief, and 
yet the testimony of those who speak can- 
not be questioned. The most conspicuous 
instance is that of Immanuel Church, Bos- 
ton, which has attracted world-wide atten- 
tion. Dr. Samuel- McComb, associate pas- 
tor, who has charge of the work, has pre- 
pared an article for the Expositor on the sub- 
ject. Dr. S. M. Dick, pastor of the Wesley 
Methodist Episcopal Church, Minneapolis, 
has become enthusiastic over the effects 
and possibilities of “Psychic Healing” as 
demonstrated in his church. Bishop Samuel 
Fallows, pastor of St. Paul’s Church, Chica- 
go, with missionary jurisdiction for the Re- 
formed Episcopal Church over the North- 
west, has opened his church for healing 
work, following the lines so successfully pur- 
sued by Immanuel Church. 


AND THE 
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Rev. E. J. Helms, superintendent of Mor- 
gan Memorial, Boston, has been doing 
something with “Psychic Healing” in a 
modest way, with encouraging results. 

Dean William K. Warren, of Boston 
University, discusses the subject sympa- 
thetically in Zion’s Herald, of recent date, 
He says: 

tats greatly to be hoped that, as new 
forms of curative treatment are developed, a 
elear view may be gained of this larger 
secret of health and mental peace. As yet 
we have but glimpses of the matter.” 


PSYCHIC HEALING 
CHURCH. 
Rev. Samuel Medary Dick, Pastor. 


For the last three or four years I have 
felt that the drift of things was toward the 
church taking a stand for the “whole man,” 
which, of course, includes the body. 
have been studying the problem as best I 
could, watching for the right opportunity 
to make a practical demonstration. I 
wanted to inaugurate a movement that 
would be more far reaching and inclusive 
than the Boston or Chicago movement, 
which uses “Christian Psychology” for 
nerve diseases only. I wanted something 
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IN WESLEY 


‘that would reach the well man and keep 
him well, ; 

Prof. W. E. Flynn came to Minneapolis 
and organized a class in health culture, 
using his own system of exercise, diet, étc., 
which he calls “The Vital Center System.” 
From the physical side of health it is by 
far the finest thing I have ever seen. [ 
took the course under him with the view of 
using the system in my church if I liked it. 
I was much pleased, and saw great possi- 
bilities in combining it with Christian 
Psychology as a health culture system that 
could be easily adapted to any faith and 
used in any church without becoming a fad 
or a cult. Following the instruction under 
Prof. Flynn I made arrangements for his 
time and the time of his co-workers for one 
weck, beginning Noy. 11. Then I took the 
tickets for which he had been charging $5 
for the course, and gave them to my people 
without price, as the expense of the cam- 
paign had been provided in another way. 
Fifteen hundred tickets were distributed. 
Thirteen hundred persons enrolled, and the 
average attendance was 1,000 for a week. 
The next step was to form a “One Hundred 
Year Club” to perpetuate the movement. 
The membership fee was fixed at $5 for a 
family, large or small. From this fee I re- 
ceived sufficient money to pay Prof. Flynn 
and have some money left in the treasury. 
I do not know just how many families have 
joined, but the membership is over 800 and 
is still growing. 

The club meets weekly and does practical 
work in physical and mental culture. The 
enthusiasm runs high. Such a demand for 
instruction and help has been created that 
my study in the church is used for an office 
every day in the week. On Mondays, Wed- 
nesdays and Fridays, from 2 to 4, the office 
is open for women exclusively, with a wo- 
man in attendance. On other days of the 
weck I am in the Office for consultation with 
men. 


Once a month the club holds a public’ 


meéting in which questions pertaining to 
the relation of the church to health are dis- 
cussed. In addition to the public meetings 
and the office work I am giving a fifteen 
minutes’ talk on health at the close of the 
prayer meeting each week, In those talks 
I deal with nervous diseases, headaches, 

’ colds, catarrhs, etc., telling the people how 
to prevent them or break them up. These 
talks are very popular. My prayer meeting 
has increased rapidly in attendance, grow- 
ing from 9 to 300 in seven weeks, 

I cannot give all the instances where 
cures have been effected, but I could tell of 
scores of cases which would make you think 
we had stolen them from patent medicine 
advertisements. 

We took one paralytic who had not been 
able to dress himself for three years and in 
four days he was able to get up, dress and 

o where he pleased unattended. He felt 
so fine that he left for California to spend 
the winter. c ; 

Long standing cases of dyspepsia, consti- 
_ pation, headache, eczema, catarrh, lumbago, 
etc, have yielded to the treatment, and the 
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patients testify that they are free for the 
first time in years, One woman told me 
she had taken medicine every day for four 
yéars until she began taking the psychic 
treatment. She has not taken a dose of 
medicine since, and has not been so well in 
years. I could duplicate this testimonial 
many times from both men and women. 

This system will cure ten where Christian 
Science will cure one, and it can be used in 
any church. We have Methodists, Congre- 
gationalists, Presbyterians, Baptists, Luth- 
erans, Roman Catholics and others in the 
club. Prof. Flynn was connected with the 
movement only a few days. His “Vital 
Center System” is but one feature of our 
system. We use it because we consider it 
the best physical system for our purpose, 
but we could adopt any system without do- 
ing our movement any violence. 

[An article on the operation of the 
Pschysic healing in Emanuel Church, Bos- 
ton, i appear in the April Expositor. 


—} 


Fresh Air Not Expensive 
F. M. Barton, Editor of “The Expositor”: 


I received the January number of The Ex- 
positor, and read with considerable interest 
the article on “A- Remedy for Sleepy Congre- 
gations,” and I would like to add a little to 
what was advanced in that, on the ventilation 
of churches. Reference was made to the blower 
system, and its cost, and its excellency, all of 
which is true, but there is an exhaust system, 
which is much cheaper, and equally efficient. 
We have an inexpensive ventilating plant, 
which has been in operation five years, with the 
most satisfactory results. We have a 42-inch 
fan in an air chamber in the basement, from 
which ducts extend to the auditorium, seating 
300 people, the Sunday school, seating 200 
more, also to the dining room and kitchen. 
The motive power is a four horse power gas 
engine. The fan takes the air out of the build- 
ing, and the hot air from the furnaces rushes 
in fresh and pure. In the summer the air is 
kept in circulation, coming in through the same 
air ducts as in the winter, and we find it al- 
ways effective. 

The cost was low—we paid $200 for the en- 
gine, $45 for the fan and shafting, the ducts 
were built. in with the rest of the building. 
Any person can plan such a system—it might 
be put into any church as cheaply as we put it 
into ours. We can get plenty of fresh air with- 
out opening a window, and there are no 
draughts. We do not operate the fan during 
the service unless it is necessary, bit when we 
are ready to do it, we can take all the bad air 
out of the building in five minutes. Every 
church oughc to be able to do the same, and 
they can do it, if they will be sensible, and go 
at it in the right way; there is no difficulty 
about it, it only needs a little common sense 
and a very little mechanical ingenuity to give 
fresh air to every congregation at every 
service, 


Yours truly, 
G. W. STRUTT, 
Pastor First Baptist Church, Salamanca, N. Y. 
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Church Statistics of the United States. 


Pastors and church workers of all denomina- 
tions are under obligations to the Christian 
Advocate of New York for publishing trust- 
worthy church statistics each year. The com- 
pilation is done by H. K. Carroll, LL.D., who 

had charge of the government census of 
churches in 1890. As is our custom we re- 
produce the tables for the benefit of Exprosrror 
readers. The net gains for all denominations 
for 1907 were 2,301 ministers, 4,214 churches, 
and 627,546 communicants. 

Some interesting facts are given about the 
development of religious bodies, particularly 
the Greek Catholic group, the Presbyterian 
union, the Spiritualists and the Christian 
Scientists. The Russian orthodox church, for- 
merly confined almost entirely to Alaska is 
now found in many of the cities of the United 
States. The Archbishop -in- charge of the 
American province resides in New York where 
services in the cathedral Sunday evenings are 
held in English. Some of the Greek Catholics 
in communion with the church of Rome have 
joined the Russian or Greck Orthodox 
branches because of the Roman church does 
not tolerate married priests. One can now 
study many of the Eastern religions and 
attend their worship without leaving the 
United States. An interesting development of 
the past year has been the consecration of a 
negro priest by the Greek Patriarch of Con- 


of work will be among his own people in 
Philadelphia. 

The Presbyterian union was not complete as 
a considerable number of ministers, ¢ urches 
and communicants refused to unite. The min- 
isters and churches adhering to the old Cum- 
berland organization held a General Assembly 
in Dickson, Tenn,, in May, 1907, and it is re- 
ported that 76 of the 114 Presbyteries of 1905 
were represented in that body. It appears, 
however, that the Presbyterians made substan- 
tial gains from the Cumberland Presbyterians, 
and this fact must be taken into consideration 
in studying the growth of denominations, 


Dr. Carroll notes a very remarkable shrink- 
age in the statistics of the Spiritualists, A 
year ago on the authority of the president of 
the National Spiritualists’ association, the ag- 
ures given were 748 organizations and 
000 members. This report was questioned, and 
during the year the president has been inves- 
tigating. He now admits very frankly that his 
own people were either deceived or had mis- 
led him, and that the actual returns require 
that the 295,000 should be reduced to 145,- 
000, a difference of 150,000. 

In spite of “persecutions” or possibly because 
of them, the Christian Scientists have gained 
4,899 members, five churches, and ten minis- 
ters, the grand total now being 668 churches 


7 


stantinople. It is understood that his sphere and a membership of 85,096, 
. {SESSESESASKHRSSSLTAnSRsRSssesse 
ie | Seereseecg See seescesaee@GaGSces| «| 2, |SRRERRSTHAE ARES 
& | HRRARCS RSE SE SATANZE ENTS SARSSRSS it | Eeteressqgaktes 
Ra | eacee R34 | Seictee 
° 8 
ca 
“e ee lea cae 
i 3 


WANK IN Com MUNI- 


TAEHIE Ir. 
ORDER OF DENOMINATIONS 


RR pee RT a 
B | i ickse iz i 
dbSde es teas 
aida 
Br Her ee 
HURL 
3 iis <n£63% 


Se en ete eee Sn he een ee 


Lai at Soak Soak Sak Sc 


COMMUNI- 
CANTS 


KANK 18 
be 1907 


TABLE rv. 


ORDER OF DENOMINATIONAL FAMILIES 


DENOMINATIONAL FAMILIES 


james a une ae on 


10 
Co) a 
sen * 
@ Decrease. 
1 rah 


3 


*EarR an slihial pil ba el eames eee 


| 


ae 
— 
“GAINS OF THE © 
eet estas wee a 
cosmecsncasts | 3nsceTEes | os 


nega *° paee z mem: it “ah bial 7 ae |S 


ang) GPESPegtS |S RSET EEE 


agggegags? ng gzzees 951g Ra8|s2 
cine eg UPAR GE 


wn 


aL 
= AYANRYRSEOHRSRA SEH alt argaraces ii gapeageye erate’ syge gasagdeser-” |g ep peng gre-ae gaia cesiae 


‘syta 


px TEE CITED STATES OORT 


[_ sommes _| pores 


lg eae Hearayges> accra grae" “a gegagaage”argrer® ‘8 26 REE is 38s eg 


ga geaeegsas” 


150! A 
Tpiacopal year bocledisagres, Dectesse probably due to defective wlatiaticn, 


Seed | 


FIncrease mainly due to wnlop. ‘Bee explanation, p18 0) 


! a8 atta} 
\ ade Wddgelle tt sada 


sign: aie 


ay Fao meee PR bE CHEE ita qUHUR UP ee 


Pererameeeer inc TTI CR Miike at oe ihae mee eee 


BenngERCS ee eae 82 zle ania | (3 3 : 


la sggeags angrgeneHEU lf gays S88 mega ant he 


35° ees ana g°*32885% F esheacs eal \"28 ges= rE [2 S5|8 ieee 38 $8 F a fF 


ote a8 mal 


cf gayreanteenaye pai | a pee mae ganas ui BE er 8 el gees 


Pe Pilea 
Lee la an ie ee 


ecrencagede 


253 


eR [OTE aries 


TA BLS Ir. 


SUMMARY FOR 1007 


NET GAINS FOR 1007 


DENOMINATIONS ne | = 
. MINISTERS } cnorenes |comMUNICANTS| MINISTERS CHURCHES — COMMUNICANTS 
i pe a ee eel 
Adyeutists (6 bodies). .... 1,569 2H “ 4881 
Baptists (14 bodies)... 38278 83,204 108° 888 
Brethren (River) (3 bodies 173 98 
Brethren (Plymouth) (4 Lodies)........ccccceceeensceesf 0 wee eee B14 
Wrtilbles: (CHINESE) os 5 i hey Sons nek Soon sven nus Somes + wun’ 47 
Buddhist and ol (Japanese) ee 9 
Catholics (¥ bodies) ......-..0600. 15,80 12,732 
Catholic A rey is) Fh ea I") ic sod 
Christadelphians. ies Pe ee sy | ee 
‘hristian Connection 1,48 1,40 . 
Christian Catholic (Dow! 104 Pe =i 0000 1 | Pee. 
Christian Scienti 135% os 10 
Christian Union ........-- 201 US Ah lanl AER, Mi. Se 
Church of God (Winebrennariar a0 RO le | MAG Me | @itbeceacd 
Chureb of the New Jerusalem .. 130 Ma 2 
Communistic Societies (G6 bodies)... .....c.ccceeeeeeeeeee] 7 0 seeeee Stahl > AeUet-1 © Ar: 
Co! tionalists. . 53 5,041 3 
i 6,078 11,307 a4so 
387 1,159 6 
1,503 2,006 48 
1,406 105) 183,081 fsa wee 
4 Se ae eve 
100 a a Ss SR Os 
94 1,262 10 
301 Ci ee CO I Eg ode 
Row 13100 ee |: Med 
x 1 168 BR 
8 i $55 S51 10°). * "Sa 
Mennonites ee bodies). 1,240 MOL 82 ~ <* CRO0OTT) . Gkasanee 10 a lentes 
Methodists (17 bodies) 41,803 61,518 ssi 1,046 
loravians v......... 129 119 PN It es, 
Presbyterians qe? dodies).. 12,723 16,478 18 
Protestant Episcopal (3 bod! 5,197 iM abl 219 
) 1,999 2,596 a 33 
Rah 4,765 1,016 we 8 
Schwenkfeldians. 6 8 2) 2 © eee 9 
Social Brethren......... Ww tl ee ) Ci) er Tn em 
Society for Ethical Caltu 10 5 Ys lean a = 442 
oN Anlaael ca aoale ive al eae ee Ar es Me Wel 
hical Society...... eee den mess 3! Ge MR pg Pe Pe hs 5 
United 2,168 4,259 a7 } 8 
Unitarians. ..... Bo 4173 5 | 9 
Universalists.. Ts 910 $s | aor 
Independent Congregations... MM 386 47 6 * SR 88 0 Dates a ee © eee 
Grand total in 1907, 161,731 $10,190 : 42 
Grand total In WORT. cen eck cock kc caer 159,490 205,985, 92,355,610 “ dan oul F 
» dd Decrease, 


The Preacher’s Lack of Strategy 


Every man has his own way of looking at 
things, and it is not to be wondered at that 
a military man should discuss a sermon in 
the terms of military science. A gentle- 
man supposed to occupy a chair of military 
science recently gave the readers of the 
Atlantic Monthly his opinion of a sermon 
he had heard on the preceding Sunday. 
Perhaps-another preacher may learn some- 
thing about “sermonic strategy” from him: 

“T went to church yesterday and wit- 
nessed a series of operations that filled me 
with dismay. The minister began by seiz- 
ing a text as a base of operations. I ob- 
served that the base was not secure, but 
this made less difference, as he was evident- 
ly prepared to change his base if the exig- 
ericies of the engagement demanded it. His 
first. mistake was one of overcaution. In 
order to defend himself from an attack 
from the. higher critics, he had strength- 
ened his front by~ barbed-wire entangle- 
ments in the way of exegesis. This was an 
error of judgment, as the higher critics 
were not on the field, at least in sufficient 
force to take the offensive. The entangle- 
ments, intended to keep a hypothetical foe 
from getting at him, prevented him from 
getting at once at the real enemy. He thus 
lost the psychological moment for attack. 

“While he was endeavoring to extricate 
himself from his own defenses I trembled 
for the issue of the affair. Having finally 
emerged into the open, he was apparently 
prepared for vigorous operations, I 
watched intently for the development of his 
plan. I was bewildered by the rapidity. of 
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his evolutions. With a sudden access of 
courage he would make a wild charge 
against an ancient line of breastworks which 
had long been evacuated. Then he would 
sweep across the whole field of thought, 
under cover of his artillery, which was evi- 
dently not furnished with accurate range- 
finders. The next minute he would be en- 
gaged in a frontal attack on the entrenched 
position of modern science. Just* as_ his 
forces approached the eritical point, he 
halted and retreated to his textual base. 
Reforming his shattered forces, he would 
sally forth in a new direction. ; 

“At first I attributed to him a masterly 
strategy in so long concealing his true ob- 
jective. He was, I thought, only recon- 
noitering in force, before calling up his re- 
serves and delivering a decisive blow at an 
unexpected point. 

“At last the suspicion came that he had 
no objective, and that he didn’t even know 
that he should have one. He had never 
pondered the text about the futility of 
fighting as ‘one that beateth the air.’ As 
we came away a parishioner remarked, 
‘That was a fine effort this morning.’ "An 
effort of what?’ I inquired.” 


HE. KNEW THE LOCALITY. 


An Irish laborer was lying in a ditch, very 
much the worse for liquor, He was encoun- 
tered by the priest of his parish. Very much 
shocked, his reverence turned the drunkard — 
over, who muttered: “Where am I?” “On 
the road to hell,” replied the ‘priest sternly. 
“IT thought so,” said pat, “when I heard pipe 
Murtagh’s voice on the road, too,” Be ¥ 
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ILLUSTRATIVE DEPARTMENT 


Observed by a Traveling Man 
. Henry H. Bushy. 


ILLUMINATED. (429) 


In a large Chinese store that failed in 
California recently, they were holding an 
auctioh to dispose. of their goods. The 
auctioneer was a good talker and had many 
fine articles he tried to sell; among them 
was for some fine tea-sets made of the 
rarest quality of china. The people did not 
enthuse over his eloquence about the qual- 
ity of the goods, so he reached up and 
pulled down an incandescent electric light 
that was burning over his head, and put it 
inside of the cups and pitchers and other 
articles of china. The light inside immedi- 


‘ately showed up the beauty of china and 


showed the very fine workmanship of each 
piece—the people were aroused and immedi- 
ately bid higher for the goods. Are our lives 
as clear as the china so that when they are held 
up before the world they will not expose blem- 
ishes in them? No life amounts to much with- 
out the white light of God’s love inside, but 
when it gets in, if the life has been kept 
clean and pure, it will shine forth and make 
a Meyer, a Brooks, or a Beecher. 


ASHAMED BEFORE HIS CHILD 
(430) 
One day a friend of mine from Detroit 
was going through the Parker House, Bos- 
ton, and he met several men he knew from 
his home city. During the conversation 
one man invited the others. in to have a 
drink. In the-party was a man with his 
little boy and he begged to be excused until 
he went to his room and left the boy. My 
friend asked him why he wanted to do so, 
and he said because he did not care to have 
his son see him drink. If we are ashamed 
to have our earthly ones see us indulging 
in sins, should not we be more ashamed to 
have our Heavenly Father look down upon 
us and see us before the bar, or some other 
sin, 


ONE-WAY PRAYER. (431) 
_ Back in some sections of the country 
some people will remember they have what 
is known as the “one-way” phone. You 
can always call up central, but central can- 
not call you up. How many of our lives are 
the same way? We are forever calling up 
God, .for this thing and that, and we_ only 
call when we want a favor, not for a friend- 
ly heart to heart talk. He wants to get our 
ear so much and tell us how we can enlarge 
our lives, how we can be of greater power 
in the world, but we are too busy with our 
own pet schemes to hear the call. 


SELF-SUFFICIENCY (432) 


In a small western town one night, sev- 
eral commercial men came in from a late 
train to’the hotel. Among them was one 
man who had been there many times and he 
knew the hotel as well as the bell boys, so 


‘he volunteered to go to his room alone, and 


not wait for a boy to show him the way. 
When he reached the floor his room was 
on he found it dark, but feeling sure he 
knew where the room was located, he did 
not light the match the clerk gave him, but 
kept on walking along the dark hall. Sud- 
denly there was a cry of distress and it was 
found he had walked through the dark hall 
to the end and out through a door a care- 
less servant had left open. He was found on 
the ground below with his neck broken and 
in his hand, tightly clasped was the unlit 
match. His intention was good, but he 
did not fulfill it. God puts opportunities in- 
to all of our hands, but many of us do not 
use them. The commercial man needed 
light for guidance; he had it with him if he 
had only used-the match. Let us take ad- 
vantage of every opportunity in life, and 
thus save our lives from destruction. 


CLOSER COMMUNICATION. (433) 


A friend of mine had a small wireless ap- 
paratus fitted up in his home and for a 
schoolboy I thought it was a pretty clever 
affair. One day I was in-the room where he 
had it and I noticed that he was tearing it 
down, so I asked him why he did so. He 
said, “You know I can hear from my home to 
such and such places (which were quite a 
distance), but I am told if I take this down 
and unwind this coil and boil it in oil, then 
rewind it tighter, I can get messages from 
a much greater distance.” In the course of 
time he did so, and proved to me that the 
experiment was true. How about our lives? 
lf they are not as satisfactory as we would 
like to have them, if we are unable to hear 
the still, small Voice, why not unwind them 
of the past life, then rewind tightly around 
Him (the coil) and listen. 


*SELF-SATISFIED. (434) 


Back on my uncle’s farm in New Hamp- 
shire he had a great many sheep. I noticed 
among them some that were so fat they 
could hardly see out of their eyes, and the 
needs of the lambs in that pasture was. of 
little or no account to them. Isn’t it often 
so in our churches? Some of the older 
ones are constantly neglecting the needs 
of the younger ones. If the pasture is 
sweet ‘and pleasant, the sheep would not 
jump over the fence and steal pasture on 
the outside. If the younger ones in the 
church are properly cared for they will 
never backslide. 


SUDDEN ACQUAINTANCE WITH 
GOD. (435) 

In a great building some time ago two 
men were seen way up close to the roof. 
painting. Suddénly a scream was heard 
and people standing around saw one of the 
men flying through the air to the hard floor 
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below. A man stepped forward and tried 
to speak to the dying man, but the only 
words he could hear him speak were “Oh 
God!” He inquired about the man’s life 
and found he was not a Christian and was 
told that no one ever heard him pray in his 
life. He prayed at that critical moment as 
men generally do when their hold is broken. 
A sudden acquaintance seldom makes a lasting 
friendship, so let us acquaint ourselves with 
God while we have life and not as it is about 
to be taken from us. 


PULLING DOWN AND ten) 
_ Two men came out of a saloon one day, 
well filled with fire water. One man was so 
full he could not stand, so he fell over on 
the sidewalk. The other fellow tottered 
along to his side and tried to help him up, 
but he hadn’t the strength to do it. He 
said to his comrade that was down, “I was 
going to try and help you up, but I can’t 
do it.” « “Well,” mumbled out the man on 
the sidewalk, “you aren’t going to leave me 


here alone, are you?” “No,” said he. 
“Well, then, what are you going to do?” 
Said the man that was standing: “As I~ 
can’t help you up I am going to get down 

there side of you,” and just then he dropped 

on the sidewalk. Are we prepared in life 

to lift others up, or drag them down? 


BAD COMPANY. (437) 


Back in the country a farmer had a pet 
parrot and he allowed the parrot to go 
everywhere. During the planting season 
the farmer was annoyed considerably by 
the crows pulling up his corn. One day he 


was so vexed with them that he rushed to ~ 


the house and got his double-barrel shot- 
gun. He did not notice -where his pet par- 
rot was, but after he had fired into the field 
where the crows were, he went to gather 
up the dead birds, and greatly to his sur- 


prise, he found his pet parrot lying wound-- — 


ed among them. He was heard to exclaim, 
“Well, Polly, if you hadn’t been in bad 
company you wouldn’t have been. hurt!” 


Illustrations from Recent Events 
BY PAUL J, GILBERT : 


DENYING RIGHTEOUS SELF. (4 


38) 
Matt. 16:24; Titus 3:5. 

“Harvey, the author of “The Contempla- 
tions,” was recommended by his medical man 
to follow the plough that he might breathe 
the air from the upturned earth. He was do- 


ing this by the side of a godly ploughman, . 


and they got into conversation. Harvey said: 
“My friend, how can you tell me the most 
difficult thing to do in the Christian life?” 
The man replied: “I am not learned. You 
are a doctor of divinity, and I put the question 
back to you.” Harvey said: “I think the most 
dificult thing to do in the Christian life is to 
deny sinful self.’ The man paused, and he 
said: “I do not quite agree with you. I find 
the most difficult thing in- the Christian life 
is to deny righteous self.” 


DELAYED ANSWER. (439) 

Luke 18:1; Col. 4:2; 1 Thess. 5:17. 
I asked Mr. Muller a short time before he 
died if he had asked anything of God that 
had not been granted, and he told me he had 


~ prayed sixty-two years, three months, five days, 


two hours—with his mathematical. precision— 
for two men to be converted, and neither of 
them was converted, and there were no signs 
of that happening. I said: ““Do you except 

to convert them?” “Certainly. Do you 
suppose that God would put upon his child 
for sixty-two years the burden of two souls 
if he had no purpose of their salvation? I 
shall meet them in‘heaven certainly.” Shortly 
afterwards he died, and I was preaching in his 
pulpit, in Bristol, and referred to this oc- 
currence. As I was going out a lady said: 
“One of those men was my uncle, and he was 
‘converted, and died a few weeks ago.” * I 
understand that the other man, a man in Dub- 
lin, was also brought to Christ."—A. T. Pier- 
son, - 


“TR” (440) 
Matt. 23:37; Acts 1:20; Rev. 6:16. 
There is a man we know who—turned out 
the light. He is behind the bars in one of the 
state prisons and this is what he is saying all 
the time: “Oh, if I had just gone in!”— 
Where? Well. he came home one night just 
as his father had begun family prayers and 
hung around outside, rather than be bored 
inside. While he was hanging around, some 
fellows came up who knew “a good easy steal” 
and persuaded him to come along. They got 
a handsome haul—also some hard handcuffs 
and a prison. Now he is doing time, and this 
is his constant lament, “Oh, if I had just gone 
in”— he means, “If I had just gone into that 
little prayer circle I would not now be in this 
prison cell."—Dr. G. W. Bull. 


OBSTRUCTIONS. 
Neh. 6:9; Gal.5:12; 2. Tem. 4:14; 
2 Sam. 3: 39. 

At a meeting of the Board of Trade in one 
city the members were discussing some forward 
movement. One of the most miserly old ob- 
structionists in) town asked, “What do you 
consider would be the best thing that could 
happen to our city in order to advance it?” 
A man who knew him answered promptly: 
“Your funeral.” God wants to work in many 
places but the spirit of selfishness and miser- 
liness is hindering. It may take some funerals 
to accomplish his plans but he will work! 
God is speaking plainly these days. 


SECRET SINS. (442) 


(441) 


a Josh. 7:25; Gen. 4:7; Heb. 3:13; 


Jas. 1:14:15. 
Germs of scarlet fever lying dormant os 


twenty years on toys which the mother ae 
used when she was a child, came nearly caus- 


ing the death of her two children who 
inoculated with the disease. The g 


* ” . 


ome of the mother had recently been broken 
p and many of the old playthings had‘ been 
rought home to the children. How like sin 
at is! It may seem to have died long ago 
but it was only sleeping and waiting for an 
opportunity to exercise its virulent, subtle 
power. 


LEAVING GOD, (443) 
JAB 21463 Romi 321 3s. 6106 313, 
“I wish I could say it in so kindly a way 
that no brother of mine who reads this will 
toss it by in anger, knowing he is meant, It 
is a horrid fact that because most men lack 
poise, lack judgment, in fact lack mental equip- 
ment, they leave their God just as soon as 
things begin to promise success. The-engine 
is running in all its parts, exhaust regular, 
spark fine and fat, no pounding; oil seven drops 
to the minute. So easy and simple it surely 
will last forever. However, there is a gasoline 
* tank that only holds eleven gallons, In about 
five hours there'll be a nasty little spit at the 
base of your machine and you'll walk home, 
The trouble was you forgot that after all it is 
the gasoline that runs the thing, You were 
lost in the spark plug, the clutch, the carbure- 
tor and the oil cup. They were simply the ex- 
pressions of the gasoline and when that vital 
fluid ran out that beautiful litthe machine you 
had studied so carefully and’ adjusted so finely 
was—junk.” 
A BRAVE EMPEROR. (444) 
Eph. 6:13; 2 Tim. 4:7; Rev. 2:10. 
These were noble words and worthy of a 
king: “Let me alone, I know my duty. An 
emperor should die standing.” They were said 
by Emperor Francis Joseph of Austria to his 
physicians who begged him to lay down his 
difficult tasks and rest. 


DEFINITE PRAYER. (445) 
Jas. 5:16; 1 Ki, 17:1; Luke 22:32. 

Nailed on the vestry door of an. Episco- 
palian church T saw a list of names and above 
them this memorandum: “People whom I 
wish to pray for in this day’s service.” Are 
you as definite as that in your prayers? God 
wants us to be very definite —Dr. W. J. Daw- 
son, 


POWER OF THE WORD . _ (446) 
Luke 1:37; Col, 3:16; Heb. 4:12 
2 Pet. 1:19, 
When returning from Uwajima, a man who 
lives about twelve miles from here bought 
a New Testament upon the steamer. After 
he came home, he read the Book through five 
or six times, and found out the true God, Jesus 
Christ. One day he said to his wife: ‘We 
are not to worship too many gods. We must 
helieve in only one Ged. You must believe 
in only one God, I shall gather together my 
paper gods, and put them on the fire” After 
that he commenced to pray the Lord's Prayer, 
and to read in the Testament daily, 
Later the village officer came to his house 
“and said: ‘I think your actions for some time 
have he different from usual, What are you 
in 
b Be ed the officer: ‘I have this Book, 
I bought on the steamer on my way 


from Uwajima, and I have read it many times, 
It is the best Book in the world, I have 
found out the true God,’ 

‘Will you let me see that Book?’ said the 
officer, ‘Oh! this is Yasu-no-hon.’ (1t is the 
Jésus Book. ) ‘You must not believe. You 
stop, stop.’ 

The man answered: ‘You study this Book? 
Do fou know Jesus Christ? 

‘No, I do not,’ 

‘Oh! you do not. Before I thought 
same as you. You must study this Testament. 
| shall never give up my faith unless a more 
excellent God than Jesus Christ comes to me. 
‘Then Lt will Bive it up! 

This man never heard an address nor had 
a teacher. He studied the Book alone—only a 
five-sen New Testament, 

Jesus said:* ‘Verily, verily, I say unto you, 
Ile that hearesth My Word and believeth on 
Him that sent Me, hath everlasting life, and 
shall not come into condemnation; but is 
passed from. death unto life.’ 

BURDE NE D FOR OTHERS. (447) 
Eph, 6:2; Rom, 15:1; Jno. 13:14. 


Dr. Floyd ‘Tompkins of Philadelphia said to 
the delegates at the International Y, M, C. A. 
conference at Washington: “I have in my study 
a little plaster cast of Atlas with the world on 
his shoulders. His muscles are knit and there 
is a strained look on his face as he supports 
his great burden. Are you burdened in your 
prayer for this great world? It is at all on 
your heart and do you find your spiritual mus- 
cles getting taut when you think that the sal- 
vation of the world rests upon you in a cer- 
tain but very real sense?” 

FEI {LING THE PULL. (448) 

2 Cor. 5:1; 2 Pet..1:13:14; Beb, 11:10; - 

Rom, 8:23. 

A gentleman passing along a city common 
one day saw a blind boy flying a kite. Laying 
his hand upon his shoulder as the boy turned 
his sightless eyes up, the gentleman said; “My 
son, why do you fly the kite when you cannot 
see?” “Oh,” said the little fellow, with his 
sightless eyes flashing, “I like to feel the tug 
up, sir,” and it is this “tug up” that Christians 
in all ages of the church have felt and that has 
caused them to rejoice when others have done 
nothing but sigh and moan. 

PRAYER, (449) 
Rom, 8:26; Zech, 4:6; Ps. 6:2:11, 

An engineer in Bolivia brought over the Cor- 
dilleras the first locomotive evér seen in those 
latitudes, The native Indians came up from 
the Amazon basin to see this sight, and sat on 
their haunches discussing what this strange 
monster could be. One said: “It is made to 
go"; and another, “Let’s make it go’; and 
so they got their lassoes out, and lassoed the 
buffers, and then about 30 of them began to 
pull, and drew the locomotive some six yards, 
They exclaimed, “Ay-ay-ay-ay Tatai Tatito,” 
“The great and little father hath enabled us 
to do something wonderful!” 

aot he next day came the engineer, who got 

steam in the locomotive and hitched a cou- 
ple of cattle trucks on to it, and when the 


Indian gentlemen came, put ‘them into the 
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trucks and locked them in. Then he stood on 
the fire-plate of the locomotive, and opened 
the regulator, and let the steam into the cylin- 
der, and it began to move the piston, and the 
piston the crank, and the crank the wheel, 
and the wheel the locomotive; and the loco- 
motive carried the Indians along, ten miles 
an hour! I don’t know what they didn’t say 
to their great and little father! ~-But they 
learned this great lesson—that locomotives are 
not made to be moved along by outside humait 
power, but by means of a power within, and so 
to carry human beings along. 

And we would have every beligver under- 
stand that prayer is not a machine, to be 
worked by human zeal, but by the power of 
God within. See ‘to it that you learn the 
power of God.—A. T. Pierson. 


A GREAT CHRISTIAN. 
Phil. 3:13; Heb..6:1; Heb, 11:25. 


Lord Salisbury said of Gladstone, his poli- 
tical opponent, ‘He was a great Christian.’ 
That was the greatest thing that could have 
been said. @ 

There are lots of little business men; few 
great ones. Lots of little Christians but so 
few great ones. Why? Because they won't 
pay the price. They won't train in the spirit- 
ual gymnasium.—Dr, W. J. Dawson. 


(450) 


Preacher's Scrap Book 


By C. H. Kilmer. 


HAND BOOK OF ILLUSTRA- 
TIONS. (451) 
I have generally found that the most intel- 
lectual auditors prefer to hear a simple scrip- 
tural and spiritual preaching. The late Judge 
McLean of the United States Supreme Court 
once said to me, “I was glad to hear you give 
that solemn personal incident in your dis- 
course last night. Ministers now-a-days are 
getting above telling a story in a sermon; but 
I like it.” —Dr. T. L. Cuyler. 


FROM 


BENEFIT OF ILLUSTRATION. 
(482) 
There can be no doubt, that, for the pur- 
pose of teaching, one illustration is worth a 
thousand abstractions. They are the win- 
dows of speech: through them truth shines; 
and ordinary minds fail to perceive truth 
clearly, unless it is presented to them through 
this medium.—E. P. Hood. 


AN UNSAFE GUIDE. (453) 

A great snowstorm came on a prairie in 
Minnesota, and a farmer in a sleigh was lost, 
but after awhile struck the track of another 
sleigh and felt cheered to go on, since he had 
found the track of another traveler. He heard 
sleighbells preceding him and ‘hastening on 
caught up with his predecessor, who said, 
“Where are you going?” “I am following you.” 
was the answer that came back. The fact 
is they were both lost and had gone round 
Then they talked the 


. 
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matter over, and, looking up, saw the north 
star, and toward the north was their home, 


and they started straight for it—Talmage. 


ERROR OF GUILT. (454) 
Washington Alston spent more than twelve 
years attempting to paint the chief scene of 
Belshazzar’s feast, and then left the work un- 
finished. It is said that the chief difficulty 
which the artist’s genius could not overcome 
was that of depicting the despair of the 
doomed king. Well it might be so, for it was 
the despair of a lost soul brought suddenly 
face to face with the retributive judgment of 
God, written by a mysterious hand from an- 
other world. What art can portray it in the 
look of a human face? That picture is now 
in the Art Museum of Boston. Its unfinished 
condition is perhaps the strongest testimony 
to the terror of a guilty conscience. 


ESSENCE OF GOSPEL. (455) 
A minister says: “If a man comes to me 
and says, ‘I can’t be a Christian, I can’t be- 
lieve that an ass talked with a human voice, 
or that a man lived three days inside a big 
fish in the sea’ I reply, “Nobody ever asked 
you to believe that. I don’t find that the Gos- 
pel message is, believe in Balaam’s, ass, or 
Jonah’s whale, but, believe in the Lord Jesus 
Christ and thou shalt be saved.” 


KINDS OF HEARERS. (456) 


There are four different kinds of hearers 
of the Word,—those like a sponge, that suck 
up good and bad together, and let both run out 
immediately; those like a sand-glass, that let 
what enters in at one ear pass out at the 
other, hearing without thinking; those like a 
strainer, letting go the good, and retaining 
the bad; and those like a sieve, letting go the 
chaff and retaining the good grain.—Boston, 


THE BIBLICAL ENCYCLOPEDIA. 
(See Pages 24-295) 


When you have examined the fourfold treatment 
of the text, and examined the same treatment of the 
reference texts in the margin, then turn to the in- 
dexes 1 and a.in the volume you are using, look 
up the subjects of the heads of your sermon, and you 
will, in most cases, find in the one volume all the 
illustrative matter you can use, But if what you 
find is not entirely appropriate (no man with the 
“Biblical Encyclopedia” needs distort or strain to 
illustrate a point) then carry the same research into 
the other four volumes. This will result in more il- 
lustrative or illuminative matter on a subject and its 
different phases than you can find in any two or 
three works. Suppose your subject was Contentment. 
You examine comment on page 349, Vol. II, Job. 
2o: 2a. After examining the paragraphs on a1: o 
you would turn to Eccl. 5: 13, 14, page 22, Vol. ITI, 
and examine comment, and also illustrative matter. 
“Anxieties of Rich;" thence to Jer, 17: 11 on page 
425, Vol. III, Then turn Index r of Vol, IIT and 
under “Content” and “Contentment” you find nine 
references in that volume and “Riches” furnishes 19 
references, Index 2 of the same volume under 
“Contentment,” “Riches and Rich” furnishes 
references to most excellent illustrations. Thus in 
one volurhe alone you have forty-three references. 
Extend the research to the other four volumes and 
you will find upwards of 200 references. This would 
amount to some twenty pages or enough to preach 
two sermons on the subject if you used no other 
words or thoughts than those in the “Biblical En~ 
cyclopedia,”” Certainly we expect no one to do this, 


ly mention this as an illustration of our. 
we simply m n an en : 


statement that it is a homiletic 
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energy is required for its accomplishment, 


Prayer should contain praise. Rey. 4:8-11. 
Intercession in prayer. Exod. 32:30-35, 
Confession in prayer. Lev. 26 :38-42. 

Prayer at meals. Mark 8-6-9, 

Praying in Christ’s name. Eph. 5:14-21. 
Earnest prayer. Gen. 32 :24-28. 

“But thou, when thou prayest, enter into 


io 
ad to thy Father which is in secret.” Matt. 


“God is a Spirit: and they that worship him 
must worship him in spirit and in truth.” 
John 4:24. 

“And when ye stand praying, forgive, if ye 
have aught against any.” Mark 11:25. 

“When ye pray, use not vain repetitions.’ 
Matt. 6:7. 

“Pray for them which despitefully use you 
and persecute you.” Matt. 5:44. 

“Ask and it shall be given you; seek, and 
ye shall find; knock, and it shall, be opened 
unto you.” Matt. 7:7. ; 7 

“If ye shall ask anything in My name, I 
will do it.” John 14:14. 

“If ye abide in Me, and My words abide in 
you, ye shall ask what ye will, and it shall be 
done unto you.” John 15:7. 

“What things soever ye desire, when ye pray, 
believe that ye receive them, and. ye shall 
have them.” Mark 11:24. 

“Pray that ye enter not into temptation.” 
Luke 22:40. ; 


PRAYER AND POWER. (458) 


“The worldling may succeed in life by care- 
fulness, by skill, by intelligence and by force; 
but in the work of God no man can succeed 
without prayer. No human power can effect 
the changes and accomplish the work required 
in the service of God. There is a super- 
human work to be done, and a super-human 
To 
be prayerless is to be powerless, No matter 
what other qualifications men may have for 
the work, unless they have the power of 
God they will never succeed in accomplishing 
the service of God. 

“Multitudes of men and ministers may trace 
their failure to their prayerlessness, They are 
eloquent, but they do not pray. They are en- 
terprising, but they do not frequent the mercy- 
seat. They belong to the secret societies and 
clans, but they do not know the secret of the 
Lord which is with them that fear him. 
They may have education and all that learn- 
ing can give them, but without prayer they 
will be like sounding brass and a tinkling cym- 
bal. They may be abundant in labor, fervid 
in speech, and zealous in good works, but all 
this will not avail unless they have that power 
and that presence which comes only in ans- 
wer to prayer. 

Let Christians learn the lesson, and as they 
desire to be useful and to do effective work 
for God, let them see to it that they watch 
and pray, that they continue instant in prayer, 
and thus draw from Heaven the power and 
help without which they can do nothing, and 
ithout which, all that they undertake to do 
ill amount to nothing in the end.” . 
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PRAYER ANYWHERE. (459) 

A few business men going into the bank- 
ing business opened the bank with prayer. 
The higher courts of some of our states are 
always opened with prayer. “I never wake in 
the night,” said a minister, “without feeling 
induced to commune with God.” Said an- 
other: “I find that prayer is something that 
we can make a business of.” - 

We can take it into our places of business. 
We can make our counting rooms, our offices, 
our stores and shops places of prayer. We 
can pray at home, on the street, at our em- 
ployments. Places and times need not be 
taken into account in prayer. Of course, sur- 
roundings, environment may make a difference | 
in our devotional feelings, but if we live near 
to God we can pray anywhere—R. H. Wil- 
liams. 


GENERAL WHEELER IN EEC) 

The late General Joseph E. Wheeler, when 
2 guest in a certain home, was surprised upon 
his knees before his bed by his host who had 
come at night to bring him a glass of water. 
When the host apologized for the intrusion 
the general responded: “Don’t mention it. I 
think all of us ought to kneel before we re- 
tire, and thank our Maker for his mercies.” 
Members of his staff say that during the San- 
tiago campaign he never retired at night with- 
out offering a prayer, and never arose in the 
morning without thanking God for his pro- 
tection, 


BETTER THAN WE ASK. (461) 


A blind beggar who was pushing himself 
along in a wheeled chair asked a gentleman 
for a cent. The gentlman offered him a dollar, 
but the beggar kept on asking for a cent. At 
last the gentleman went close to him and 
shouted in his ear, “Here is a dollar for you!” 
When the beggar understood, hr accepted the 
gift with joy, but his deafness weuld have kept 
him asking for the cent when the dollar was 
offered to him. That is the way some of us 
pray to God. We ask him to forgive us, and 
he at once puts all our sins. behind Him, and 
offers to make us his sons. But we keep on 
begging for pardon, when he wants to clothe 
us in royal robes. 


ENTER INTO THY CLOSET. 
(462) 


The habit of daily secret prayer works four 


great results: 
1. Confirmation of faith in the unseen God. 
2. Confirmation of character to his like- 
ness. : 
3. Communion with him as a person. 
4. Communication of power to the suppliant. 


LORD TENNYSON ON PRAYER. 
(463) 


More things are wrought by prayer 

Than this world dreams of. Wherefore let 
thy voice 

Rise like a fountain for me night and day. 

For what are men better than sheep or goats, 
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That nourish a blind life within the brain, 
If, knowing God, they lift not hands of prayer, 
Both for themselves and those who call them 
friend? : 
For so the whole round earth is every way 
Bound by gold chains about the feet of God. 


PRAYER ANSWERED BY NATURAL 
MEANS. (464) 

“What's the use of praying?” say some. 
“The world is governed by unchanging laws, 
and you can’t expect the Lord to alter them 
just to help one human being out of a fix.” 
To this shallow objection a writer in Young 
England makes reply: 

“Of course the world would soon fall into 
disorder if things were altered every minute 
to gratify those who were praying for all sorts 
of contradictory things. But this is just where 
you need to keep your thoughts clear. No 
well-taught and thoughtful person will dream 
of changing the eternal law which governs all 
things by his prayers. -On the contrary, he 
will rejoice to think that God Himself is the 
God of law. That, by his very nature, he 
cannot alter this law, since he cannot deny 
himself, But prayer can help people without 
affecting the law of nature’s order. 

“Listen to this story: In a certain city there 
was a massive tower. In this tower was hung 
a peal of great bells. Every evening they were 
rung by a hand of trained ringers at a cer- 
tain hour. When they clashed out their sum- 
mons everybody knew that the day’s work was 
done. So punctual were they that everything 
in the town came to be regulated by their 
sound. 


“In that city one day a little child was lost. 


It had wandered till it found the door at the 
foot of the great tower. It climbed up into the 
belfry and looked upon the streets lying flat, 
like a gird-iron below. Presently it fell 
asleep beneath the biggest bell. The bell 
seemed a hospital tent above the child’s head; 
it threw its tiny arm about the central pillar 
of the tent. The hour for the evening peal 
drew near, and the ringers mounted into the 
chamber beneath the bells. A few more mo- 
ments and the immense domes of metal would 
have flung hither and thither, and the tower 
would have rocked to their swing; and the 
first movement of the great bell would have 
crushed the little child. 

“But there were people praying for that lit- 
tle child, and as they prayed the answer was 
sent. It did not come in the discovery of 
the child and the stopping of the bells. The 
city did not hear the accustomed peal that 
night one moment later than the usual hour. 
The child awoke—that was all. It opened its 
eyes; the sky was red through the narrow 
windows, and the belfry was full of gnats; 
they awoke at sundown and teased the child, 
and it crept from beneath the bell, and pres- 
ently the thunderous crash of the leaping bells 
drove the child weeping down the stairs, stag- 
gering in the midst of the astonished men. It 
was saved. Yet there had been no interfer- 

“There are ten thousand ways in which the 
careful and loving hand of God can save those 
who trust in‘ him, without interfering with any 
law. Though water will always drown and 
fire burn, yet people can be saved from ship- 
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wreck and from the flaming house in answ 
to a prayer. Why, even men can help eac 
other and save each other, though law is u 
changeable; and shall not God do-as much 
—Selected. : Fat | 


EARNEST PRAYER. (465 
When a person told a story in a heartles: 
way, Demosthenes said, “I don’t believe you. 
But when a person then repeated the asser 
tion with great fervor, Demoethenes repli 
“Now I do believe you.” Sincerity and earm 
estness are very urgent. The prophetess o 
Delphos would not go into the temple one 
when Alexander wished to consult the oracl 
He then forced her to go, when she said! 
“My son, thou art invincible,” a remark whic 
led him to believe he should always conquer i 
war. Luther was so earnest in prayers tha’ 
it used to be said, “He will not be denied.” 
When Scotland was in danger of becoming) 
popish, John Knox prayed most mightily fo» 
its preservation in the true faith—“Give me 
Scotland,” he pleaded, “or I die,” and his pray 
ers have been answered. Epaphras “labore 
fervently in prayer.” Christ “being in an agon 
prayed the more fervently.” | 


COMMUNION WITH GOD. (466° 


Prayer is not always and only petitiom 
thanksgiving, confession, adoration; often ar 
unuttered and unutterable communion, 
nervous clergyman who could only compose te 
advantage when absolutely alone and undis- 
turbed, thoughtlessly left his study door un 
locked, and his little three-year old child softly 
opened the door and came in. He was dis: 
turbed, and a little impatiently asked: “My 
child, what do you want?” “Nothing, papa.” 
“Then what did you come in here for?” “Jus 
because I wanted to be with you,” was the 
reply. To come into God’s presence and waif 
before him, ‘wanting nothing» but to be with 
him—how such an hour now and again would 
rest us. We have a friend who leaves his 
business place, especially when particularly 
burdened with care, and rides up to the great 
cathedral, where he sits down for an hour. 
and then goes back again to business. He 
“Tt is so quiet there, it rests and quiets 
me.” How thuch more might we find a quiet 
resting place for our weary souls and bodies, 
by just resting in the Lord, sitting without pe- 
tition at his feet, or as John, leaning our 
heads upon his bosom.—Independent. 


DENIED, YET ANSWERED. ‘ea 
When Augustine in his home in Carthage 
resolved to visit Rome, his mother wished to 
prevent him from going. He resorted to a 
trick to carry out his plan. One evening he 
went to the seashore and his mother followed. 
There was a chapel dedicated to the memory 
of the martyr Cyprian and he pressed her to 
spend the evening in the church of the martyr 
while he accompanied a friend on board a ship 
to say farewell. While she was there in tears, 
praying and wrestling with God to prevent the 
voyage, Augustine sailed for Italy and his 
deceived mother next morning found herself 
alone. In quiet resignation she returned to the 
city and continued to pray for the 
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of her son. her hand aid from his own purse, and sent 
her away, denied, but comforted and helped. 


The Thus God sometimes answers his people’s 


denial of the prayer was, in fact, the answer- 
ing of it. Instead of the husk, God granted 
-rather the substance of her petition in the 
conversion of her son. “Therefore,” said he, 
“O God, thou hast regard for the aim and 
essence of her desires, and didst not do what 
she prayed for, that thou mightest do for me 
what she continually implored.’—Selected. 


THE ANSWER TO A PRAYER THAT 
WAS NOT GRANTED. (468) 


Years ago a devout woman of Scotland 

prayed earnestly that her son might be called 
to the Gospel ministry. He grew up to be an 
earnest Christian man, and in the very morn- 
ing of that manhood: began to prepare for the 
high calling to which he seemed destined. But 
before his preparation was complete, he de- 
cided that he was not called of God to this 
work. He left school and entered a bank. 
He continued to fhe end of-his days a finan- 
cier. He died, successful and rich. The 
mother’s prayer was not granted- 

But when her son’s will was read, it was 
found that his large fortune had been left to 
the endowment of what is now the Kentucky 
Theological Seminary. By this not one, but 
many ministers are given in answer to the 
Scotch mother’s prayer. 

For that prayer, though not granted, was 
answered.—Southern Evangelist. 


BETTER THAN THE LONG DISTANCE. 
(469) 

The mail is quick, the telegraph is quicker, 
but the long distance telephone is instan- 
taneous and you don’t have to wait for an 
answer. 

The above is taken from the back cover of 
our telephone book. The following is taken 
from the Bible (Isa. 65:24): “And it shall 
come to pass that, before they call I will ans- 
wer; and while they are yet speaking, I will 
hear.” 

Suggestions : 

1. Compare the opening part of this chap- 
ter in Isaiah with the closing part. 

2. Note Isaiah 64 as the prayer, and Isaiah 
65 as God’s response—The. Bible Record. 


READY FOR WORK. (470) 


“Lord, help me!” is a prayer that a thous- 
and men will offer where one will pray, “Lord, 
what wilt thou have me do?” There are not 
many men who would be unwilling to have 
God for an assistant; but God for a master is 
not sought so generally. Yet he who would be 
a worker together with God must be ready 
to work as God’s servant—or as God’s child. 


PRAYER ANSWERED. (471) 


During the severest crisis of the war, a 
poor widow came to Mr. Lincoln and begged 
that she might have back her son out of the 
army. The good man listened patiently and 
tenderly to her pleading. Then in a gentle 
voice told her that he could not grant her 
request, as all must suffer together till the 
tion was saved. And privately he put into 
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prayers, denying them what they ask, but 
giving them such comfort and help that they 
gO away rejoicing. 


PRAYERS CANNOT BE :STOPPED. 
(472) 
During the siege of Paris, while hostile 
armies lay about the city, cutting off all com- 
munication, messages were sent out by car- 
rier pigeons. With the little parcels about 
them, they would soar away into the air, and 
then dart off in a straight line for their des- 
tination. And no armies could stop them or 
intercept their messages. So prayers can be 
sent up to God from the very midst of the 
thickest perils. No dungeon is so deep but out 
of it they can fly. 


YES, LET THEM KNOW. = (473) 
In the little Scotch village of Torthorwald, 
fifty years ago lived a wretched, sinful wo- 
man, an outcast from home and society, but 
prayed for by an elder of the kirk every day 
of his life. She knew he prayed for her, and 
long afterwards, when, by the grace of God, 
she had become a‘ new creature, she declared 
that “the only thing that kept.me from despair 
and suicide was when in the dark winter 
nights I crept close up under that good man’s 
window and heard him pleading in family 
worship that ‘God would convert the sinner 
from the error of wicked ways, and polish 
her as a jewel for the Redeemer’s crown.’ I 
felt that I was a burden on that righteous 
heart, and I knew that God would not disap- 
point him. That thought kept me out of hell, 
and led me at last to the only Saviour.” 
Shall we not keep on praying for the vilest 
sinners, and let them know that we pray for 
them? 


A PRAYER WITH A METHOD IN (476) 


There is a legend of the Parliament House 
in Edinburg which illustrates one style of 
prayer, A shepherd from the Scottish bor- 
der was at the bar, and, being without means. 
to engage counsel, had to plead his own cause. 
A heavy accusation was suspended over his 
head, and a clever lawyer had wound around 
him the meshes of the law. Before beginning 
to plead, he asked the judge if he might en- 
gage in prayer. The strange request being al- 
lowed, he closed his eyes, clasped his hands, 
and asked the divine guidance in what he was 
about to do. Then without opening his eyes 
or altering his attitude, he went on to pray 
his way right through the case, unraveling its 
intricacies and exposing the simple truth; and 
in this way he proved his innocence so com- 
pletely that the verdict was given without 
hesitation in his favor. That man had been 
accustomed to put his mind into his prayers; 
and not only his prayers but his mind had 
profited. It would deepen many a man’s shal- 
low. mind, as well as clear up the intricacies 
of his business if he were in the habit of 
praying out his difficulties before God.—Rev. 
James Stalker, D.D. pa 
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THE ECCLESIASTICAL YEAR—MARCH 


' REV. G. B. F. HALLOCK, D. D. 


Decision Day 


No field of church work is more hopeful 
than the Sunday school. We are realizing 
this more and more. Results show that the 
Sunday School is by far the most fruitful 
harvest field of the church. Wise workers 
will take heed to this fact and direct their 
efforts accordingly. In view of this propi- 
tious season and this fruitful field it is sug- 
gested that we make the days of Lent Evan- 
gel Days in the Sunday schools. That is, 
that we fill these days with the spirit of the 
gospel, the blessed Evangel, and devote them 
to special efforts to bring our unconverted 


scholars to accept the Lord Jesus Christ as 


their Saviour. 

To do this work successfully we must do 
it wisely. “He that winneth souls is wise.” 
We need the wisdom that cometh down from 
above, that is given in answer to prayer. At 
the same time we may profit by the experi- 
ence of others. This is one way by which 
God instructs his people. The farmer learns 
new and better methods from the experience 
of other farmers. Why should not we, labor- 
ers in God’s spiritual harvest field, learn les- 
sons in a similar manner? 

Evangelistic work in the Sabbath school, 
whether for a longer or shorter period, may 
be divided into three general divisions. There 
is first, the time of preparation, correspond- 
ing to the sowing of the seed in the material 
harvest. Then follows the time when results 
are sought and obtained, corresponding to 
the period of reaping; and, last of all, we 
have the efforts to preserve these results, 
just as the farmer gathers his grain. 

In the natural world, sowing is the prep- 
aration for reaping. The farmer sows in 
faith and looks to the God of the harvest 
for a blessing on his labors. So must the 
workers in God’s spiritual harvest-field. Let 
us keep the harvest in view in all our serv- 
ices during Evangel Days. Let the Superin- 
tendent conduct the opening and closing ser- 


vices of the school with this in mind. Let. 


each teacher try to give such an application 
of the truths of the lesson as will prepare 
the scholars for the special appeal when they 
ee be asked to confess Christ as their Say- 
our, 

Be in the spirit of prayer. Pray earnestly 
for the salvation of each scholar. 

Teachers should try to enlist the co-opera- 
tion of the parents of their scholars as far 
as possible. It is a good plan to have a 
school prayer-meeting before or after the 
session of the school. 

The pastor should conduct the church serv- 
ices on the Sabbaths and on the Wednesday 
evenings, keeping Decision Day in mind. 
Earnest appeals should be made to parents 
and to all members of the church, asking 
them to aid in every possible way. 

The farmer expects a harvest, so should 
the worker in God's spiritual harvest field. 
After we have sowed the seed and cultivated 
it, so far as man can do, let us look for. the 
harvest. It is well to have a special day, or 
it may be a series of meetings, culminating 
in a special day, in which an effort should be 
made to bring our scholars to confess their 
allegiance to Christ. On this day let every- 
thing center around the thought of leading 
the scholars to accept Christ and publicly 
confess their determination to give him their 
hearts and lives. 
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Lenten Evangelism 


THE FIRST THING. 
Imprimis, begin now. The first decisions 
of Decision Day must be made by the teach- 
ers. Hold a meeting, teachers and officers to- 


gether. Let each teacher tell how many 
scholars in his class are yet outside the 
church. By the time this list is completed, 


you will have formed a sufficient argument 
for Decision Day. You will decide to observe 
it—A. R. Wells. 

SOME EXCUSES TO BE BRUSHED ASIDE. 

Excuses are so easy to find! 

Your scholars will raise doubts that you 
cannot answer. 

But. you can obtain answers from others 
that are wiser than you, and always you can 
hold your scholars to the main question— 
the character and claims of Christ. Always 
you can show them that deciding for Christ 
means trusting him for all things, the honest 
intention to obey him in all Lak Sat and say- 
ing this before men. 

You have already asked theik to confess 
Christ and join the church, and they have 
refused. 

Then there is the more likelihood that the 
next time will win them! Let them under- 
stand that you will ask that question again 
and again. until it is answered for God and 
heaven and happiness. 

They are careless and indifferent, and not 
ready to join church. 

Christ came to call the careless and indif- 
ferent. They most need Christ. And be- 
neath this mask of bold denial, they, for all 
you know, are most ready to come to Christ. 

Others would have more influence than 
you. 

That does not absolve you from using your 
influence. And even if they. refuse you now, 
in the coming years the memory of your 
faithful pleading may draw them, as such 
memories have drawn thousands, to yield to 
the Saviour they now reject. 

Still, call to the aid the influence of others. 
Get the help of the parents. Interest the 
Christian scholars in the winning of their 
friends. The pastor, superintendent, some 
other church-member, may be asked to speak 
a word to this or that. A sermon should be 
ealled for—a brave, tender ardent appeal. A 
church prayer-meeting and a young people’s 
prayer-meeting should be given up ‘to the 
theme. Especially since the young people 
are both timid and gregarious, if some are 
plainly Christians, but shrink from joining 
church, approach one after the other with 
the suggestion that they come in a glorious 
company, a united class, 

If in this way, by appeals and discussions 
during the lesson hour, and especially by 
quiet talks of teachers and friends with the 
scholars, the time is spent from now to De- 
cision Day, then that day will be what it 
should be, less a day for making decisions 
than for announcing those already made. 
During the session on Decision Day I, would 
have a roll-call of classes. Each teacher in 
turn would rise and announce the number in 
his class, the number who are already 
church-members, and the number of those 
who have decided for the Christian life, and 
wish to join the church, Each announcement 
should be received with some appropriate 
comment by the superintendent, and at the 
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close the pastor, or some other Christian hon- 
ored by all, should give these new confessors 
a word of hearty greeting.—A. R. Wells. 


TWO METHODS. 

The Church of Jesus Christ has two meth- 
ods of saving souls. One method is to wait 
until much of the earthly life is past, until the 
soul, beaten by the storms of sin, is driven 
upon the shoals of despair and cries, 
shall I do to be saved?” Then the brave and 
devoted Christian men and women come to 
their assistance and lead them from darkness 
into light. The other is the Sunday School 
method of leading a soul into a knowledge of 
Jesus Christ as a Saviour of men early in 
life. It has been aptly said that he who leads 
a child to Christ not only “saves a soul from 
death, but a soul plus a life.’ So long as 
there are men and women who have been 
led astray into lives of sin, there will be 
need of the strenuous efforts which are al- 
ways necessary to lead them to Christ, but 
how much better it would be if more atten- 
tion were given to that department of church 
work which is laboring earnestly to save our 
children. Let us not pay less attention to the 
saving of men and women, but let us give 
more attention to the saving of the child.— 
W. C. Pearce. 

HOUSEHOLDS SAVED. 

When you lead a child to Christ, as a rule 
the work does not stop with that one little 
life. Others have been won indirectly by that 
one. haracters have been transformed and 
entire homes have been changed by the con- 
version of children. 

I was preaching in an Ohio city when I 
had one night pointed out to rne in the audt- 
ence one of the leading business men of the 
state. His wife sat with him, and between 
them their one little child. I have never had 
more indifferent or inattentive auditors than 
the gentleman and his wife; they paid no at- 
tention to either speaking or singing, but the 
little child scarcely took her eyes from me. 
The meeting closed and they went home; the 
child’s heart had been touched. When she 
climbed up into her father’s arms to say 
good-night she said to him: “Papa, I wish 
you would be a Christian so that I could be 
one too.” What the sermon and the song 
failed to do, the-child accomplished. And 
before they slept that night both the father 
and the mother. ha@ yielded themselves to 
Christ. 

It is not impossible that a “Decision Day” 
in the Sunday school might mean entire 
households saved. If we have been faithful 
in our work as teachers and superintendents 
. there are certain things that we have a right 
to expect from God: 

First—That he will honor his own word. 

If you have presented the plan of salvation 
to your scholars and stand ready to be used 
of God to help the scholar to a confession of 
Christ, you have a right to expect that he 
will set his seal upon your work. 

Second—If you have presented Christ to 
your scholars, you have a perfect right to 
believe that the Spirit of God will witness 
to him and make him a power in the life of 
your scholar, for this is his work. 

Third—You have a perfect right also, these 
conditions being .fulfilled, to look for and 
expect the conversion of the scholars of your 
elass.—J. Wilbur Chapman, D. D. 


DECISION ESSENTIAL. 
To the child that has been taught from in- 
fancy to love God as his father and Jesus 


“What 


Christ as his Saviour and to whom the Spirit 
life may have been imparted, the decision 
may be but a ratification of the teaching 
which he has received from his parents or 
his Sunday school teacher, or it may be but 
the ratification by the will of that which the 
heart has already chosen. To the child which 
has not been brought early to a knowledge 
of Jesus, the decision will be of a different 
nature and the experience more radical. But 
in both cases the meed of decision is abso- 
lutely essential. I remember an experience 
which I had in raising sweet peas. At first 
when they came up all the little plants 
seemed to be vigorous and healthy. They re- 
ceived the same attention and care. A wire 
trellis was placed near them upon which they 
could climb. I was careful to cultivate the 
vines toward the trellis. Some of them, how- 
ever, seemed inclined to fall away and from 
time to time would be trampled on by pass- 
ers-by. When I came out one morning and 
found that the little vines were beginning to 
grip the wire, then I knew that they were 
much safer. It almost seemed to me that the 
little plants had willfully chosen to climb in 
the direction which I had sought to turn 
them. The vines which did not grip the 
wires for themselves were finally tramped to 
death despite all my care. Thus I feel that 
no young person is really safe until this 
period cf definite decision has been experi- 
enced.—_W. C. Pearce. 


DIMINISHING CHANCE. 


In an audience of 5,000 people in a Western 
city I asked all who had accepted Christ be- 
tween the ages of ten and twenty to rise, 
and it seemed as if the entire audience was 
standing. When those who had come be- 
tween the ages of twenty and thirty were 
asked to stand the number was diminished, 
not more than four hundred being on their 
feet. When the ages were changed to be- 
tween forty and fifty, there was not more 
than a hundred standing, and when it was 
suggested that all who had accepted Christ 
between the ages of fifty and sixty should 
stand there were only four in five thousand 
who stood to make such confession, I am 
aware that this may not have been an exact 
test, for all paay not have perfectly under- 
stood the call, but it can be proven by the 
statistics of the church that the majority of 
people come to Christ before the age of twen- 
ty, and if they do not come at this time the 
chances begin to run mightily against them. 


_—J. Wilbur Chapman, D. D. 


HOW OBSERVE THE DAY? 

1. Beware of entangling alliances. Focus 
relentlessly on the one word, make all bend 
to the one purpose, insist on the one act,— 
Decision. Beware of overlaying and over- 
loading, of confusion and congesting. Dis- 
eard from the program a lot of good things. 
This is the wrong place for them. 

2. In preparing for the day, see that no 
element is neglected. Instruction, emotion, 
etc., must have proportion. Consider past la- 
bors. The year’s work is cumulative; the 
day is culmination. 

2. The art of program-making becomes a 
fine art when personal. What might be ap- 
propriate elsewhere, or at other times; may 
not fit. Plan only for the “now,” “here,” 
“whom?” 

4. There is power in a new voice, a new 
presence. A stranger may say the same- 
words we have spoken, and the shock of the 
strange voice fix it where we have failed. 
On the other hand, there are times when the 
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stranger is out of place. We should be alone 
in family circle. The teacher, pastor, super- 
intendent, other things~being equal, are best 
for the work. 

5. Remember that the value of an act is in 
its clinching power. A wish becomes vital 
when acted upon. A thought affects charac- 
ter when uttered. “Arise and walk,” “stretch 
forth thy hand,” “go, wash in the pool of 
Siloam,” and the like, were chosen because 
suitable in each case. None of them were of 
intrinsic worth. Like rising for prayer, lift- 
ing’a hand, going forward, signing a card, 
their purpose was to vitalize the impress: 
Of the lepers we are toh “as they went” they 
became conscious of healing. 
by some-act. 

¢. Emotions are to be used, not abused. 
Excitement endangers relapse. 

7. Use the Bible. It is God’s chosen weap- 
on; for example, previously assigned slips 
ealling for “Wise whys?” (‘furn ye, why 
will ye die?’) (“Why should ye be stricken 
any more?” etc.), or “How long?” (“How 
long halt ye,” etc.), “excuses,” “hindrances,” 
and the like, may be vastly impressive. 

8. Mottoes master ideas, pledges, such as 
“Qne soul for-each,” “Speak to him,” “Take 


-him by the hand,” have power among young 


folks, entered upon a week or so in advance 
of the day. 

9. Music has too much power for hap- 
hazard use. A song service should have prog- 
ress and purpose. 

Pray without ceasing—hbefore, during, aft- 
erward—for and with—first, last, and all the 
time. 

Get all to come. Go for those whose com- 
ing is doubtful. Go to those who do not 
come. Follow them up. -Christ did it to you. 
—Harold Kennedy. 


AFTER DECISION DAY, CARE. 


Down in Texas last spring I was told that 
steers are branded and turned loose to fend 
for themselves—born, but not fed—yet the 
owner expects by and by to claim them as his 
property, because his mark is on them, I 
don’t know anything about steers, but I do 
know it will not do to brand boys and girls, 
or grown folks, either, as Christians born to 
school so and so, and then turm them loose 
and expect to claim them later as the Mas- 
ter’s property. 

We have seen accounts of the experiments 
being made to produce oranges which will 
stand freezing weather. “Have you sucéeeded 
in raising any such. oranges yet?” was asked 
one. “Not yet, but we have raised a lemon!” 
I should like to know the results of further 
experimentation with oranges. But I have 
already too often watched the results of try- 
ing to raise sweet-hearted Christians who 
will stand freezing temperature at the be- 
ginning, to doubt what the result will be. A 
sour, bitter-hearted lemon Christian’ may be 
raised, but not the other kind. 

When a child is born into your family you 
know very well that he needs food and a 
blanket And you give the blanket first and 
most. T made some such remark at one of 
our summer schools for Sunday schoo! teach- 
ers, and a young woman leaned eagerly for-~ 
ward and, as if she had just made a discoy- 
ery she had long been searching for, ex- 
claimed, “Now I know what has been the 
matter with me all these years. Why, oh! 
why did not some one fold me in a blanket? 
Tell me quickiy how I can help to keep other 
baby Christians from freezing.” 

If Christian life is to be a growth, it must 
be nourished, fed. Take a lesson from Paul, 
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the Master. Teacher's apt pupil. His system 
of religious pedagogy is better worth study- 
ing than all, the books produced by the peda- 
gogues of this century. See his watchfulness, 
never ceasing, He did not plant a chureh and 
expect it to grow without constant watering. 
The care of all the churches js classed by 
him with such suffering as robbers, ship- 
wrecks, fasting, “hunger, and nakedness, 
Study his letters with that one object, to get 
into your hearts his method of nourishing 
those whom he called “babes in Christ.” They 
were written to those who had passed De- 
cision Day. He thought it essential that they 
should be fed, first with milk, until they were 
But afterward he gave 
out his varied commissariat, plenty of good 
strong meat.—Mrs. M, G. Kennedy. 


Lenten Evangelism 


Evangelistic preaching is capable of great- 
er variety than any other sort of preaching. 
It is all working toward one result, to be 
sure, but there are many roads that lead to 
Rome. The claim of Christ on a man is so 
wide, so imperious, that it can be asserted in 
an immense variety of ways. Recently I 
talked with the greatest specialist on nervous 
disorders in our country, and found him walt. 
ing to hear from a letter which he had writ- 
ten to a dipsomaniac who had come to him 
for help. He said he had presented In a long 
letter every plea he could think of from the 
certain ruin of health to the equally certain 
ruin of his immortal soul. If he could find 
the chord in the man’s soul which would re- 
spond, he could hope to save him. That was 
part of his greatness, He had no cut-and- 
dried way of dealing with each case. There 
was only one thing he wanted to accomplish, 
but he would come at it by any path, If we 
make evangelistic preaching a serlous busl- 
ness, we can do it so that neither we nor our 
people will be wearied by iteration, In a 
ministers’ meeting once a man said; “There 
are only about twenty great evangelistic 
texts In the Bible.” Iven a common preacher 
could find a thousand, and the man who habli- 
tuates himself to see the appeal of Christ tn 
texts will find ten 4imes that many. ‘The 
great thing is that the preacher shall haye In 
mind constantly the thing he Is after—-a de- 
cision for Christ. Then let him come to that 
goal from any angle. 

The best prenpration for evangelistic 
preaching is some definite work for the win- 
ning of men to Christ. If the pulpit ts the 
only place where a man pleads for Christ, 
then the appeal loses its eagerness, Its vital. 
ity Is gone. No man can know what his fel- 
lowmen are thinking or feeling unless he 
comes into personal contact with them.—C, B, 
McAfee, 

A NEW HEAVEN. 

Let the heart be full of the love of Christ, 
and it will find its way to the soul of an- 
other, There Is such a divine sympathy and 
magnetism in love. In constructing the great 
iron bridge at New Castle-on-Tyne, allow- 
ance had to be made for the effect on It of 
the summer’s sun. What pressure and storm 
could not do, heat did. 
~ But above all, when the spirit of the work- 
er is completely yielded to “the Saviour and 
filled with his Holy Spirit, a marvelous tact 
and patience are inspired, 

The souls we have won for Jesus will one 
day be our crown, The Apostle told his- 


Thessalonian converts that they would be hie” 


joy ‘and crown in that day, It is as though 
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the hand of Jesus will weave into a crown 

those whom we have won for him. But who 
of us will dare to wear it? As Baxter said, 
“We shall have a new heaven in each one we 
have brought to heaven; but we shall turn 
to our Lord, and, casting our crowns at his 
feet, cry: ‘Not unto us, not unto us, but unto 

_thy Name be all the glory forevermore,’ ” 

REVIVAL. 

Our prayers for God’s help are often an- 
swered with exhortations to help ourselves. 
The prophet's cry, “Awake, awake, put on 
thy strength, O arm of the Lord,” echoes 

_- back. “Awake, awake, put on thy strength, 
O Zion.” The church's plea for revival brings 
the answer: “Shake thyself from the dust.” 
“Loose thyself from the bands of thy neck.” 
“Wherefore criest thou unto me? Speak unto 
the Children of Israel that they go forward.” 


, “TRYING” AND “COMING.” 

The difference between “coming to Christ” 
and “trying to come” has been frequently 
brought out in conversation. “Have you 
come to Christ?” said a minister one day to 
a thoughtful lad. 

“No, but I'm trying,” was the answer. 

“And how long are you to try before you 
come?” 


¢. “IT don’t know; but I’m doing what I can.” , 


“T doubt that; and besides, I suspect that 
you are trying to do a work; and it is not 
by trying, or by working, that you are to be 
saved.” 

“But does not Christ’ say ‘Come’?” 

“Yes; but he does not say, ‘Try to come,’” 

“But am I not to try?” 

“No, you are to come; and your speaking 

so much about trying shows that you are 
bent on working, and that you suppose com- 
ing to ChriSt is a work to be done.” 

“But how am I wrong in trying?” 

“Suppose I said to you, ‘Trust me, and you 
shall have a gift from me,’ would you reply, 
‘Tl try?’” 

“No, certainly. That would mean that I 
was not sure of you, and that I really dis- 
trusted you.” 

“What, then, do you mean to say, ‘I’ll try 
to trust Christ?’” 

“T suppose it must mean that I am not sure 
whether he is trustworthy.” 

“Yes, it does mean that; and it means also 
that you imagine trying to be a work that 
you have to do.” 

“IT see it.” 

As they were bidding each other good bye, 
the minister said: “Will you come and see 
me soon, and let me know how you are?” 

“I'll try to come, some day.” 

“No, you are not to try, you are to come.” 

He smiled, as they parted, at the peculiar 
illustration which he himself had thus given 
of the difference between “trying” and “com- 
ing.’ Pal did not say, “Try to believe on 
the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be 
saved.” He said, “Believe;” and he just 
meant what he said. Trying is stopping 
short of believing; and the Holy Spirit has 
not been sent to help us to try; but to en- 
able us to believe.—Selected. 


A SUGGESTIVE LETTER, 
- Dear Friend.— 

T am persuaded that, as a member of the 
church, you must have in mind at least some 
one person for whom you are concerned, and 
whom you would like to see come to Christ. 
There is no question but that your burden 
would be easier to bear if you had the con- 

sciousness that some one was praying with 
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you. I, therefore, would like to suggest that 
you write on the other side of this card the 
name and address of the person or persons in 
whom you are especially interested along 
this line, and that you sign your own name 
in the place indicated, I will agree to pray 
with you for all these, and also agree that 
your name is not in any way to be used in 
connection with any work which I may do 
personally with them, 


Mr. Moody used to say that it was far bet- 
ter to set ten men to work than for one to 
attempt to do the work of ten men, No 
greater blessing could come to a church than 
that the members should be inspired to en- 
ter upon some special service.” Bach pastor 
would be mere effective if he could know 
that his people were actively aroused to the 
duty of personal evangelism and were en- 
gaged in direct effort to reclaim the lapsed 
ehurch members and to win the unsaved to 
Christ.—J. Wilbur. Chapman, 

WIN ONE BAND. 

With God’s help I will try and win some 
one for Christ 
This 
Name 


THIS IS THE KING'S BUSINESS 
SER! 

“See that ye refuse not him that speaketh.” 
Heh. 12; 2h. 

There are three leading thoughts that sug- 
gest themselves in connection with these 
words. 

I. The Speaker. 
ened to by us attentively, 
obediently ? 

1. His exalted dignity. The parable of the 
wicked husbandman. “I will send my Son.” 
“God, who, at sundry times," ete, 

2. The importance of his message. It tells 
of a deliverance from sin, sorrow and death 
for all who will not believe. The imprisoned 
miners; how they guarded their light; the 
rescner’s light. This Gospel is man’s only 
light here. 

3. The spirit that moves him to speak. If 
a man is my friend, he may tell me plain 
truths without offense. How can anybody 
doubt Christ's interest in his welfare. Fis. 

Il. The Refusal. What constitutes a re- 
fusal in the sense of the text? 

1. Not to listen to the speaker is a refusal. 
What the Jews said to Moses. * What fol- 
lowed; didn’t want to hear. O the multi- 
tudes that can’t hear! But O the multitudes 
that won't hear! 

2. To object to the claims of his message, 
ete. When a man says. “I don't see-the need 
of Christ as a Saviour.” “I won't surrender 
myself!” “f am as good as some professing 
Christians!” 


Why should he be heark- 
reverently, and 


8. To delay obedience thereto, ete. “Not 
now!” Poor deluded one! Jod says, “Re- 
member now,” ete. 

WW. The Warning. “See.” ete. “The up- 


lifted warning finger.” “No escape!"—Au- 


thor Unknown. 


NEED OF A SPECIAL PREPARATION, 

“But, ye shall receive power after that the 
Holy Ghost is come upon you,” ete, Acts 1: 8, 

We are often more anxious to know the 
where and how of a revival, than to seek a 
proper qualification for that work. 

I. Special work requires special prepara- 
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tion. This is recognized in the affairs of this 
world, illustrated by the teacher, the me- 
chanic, the farmer, the doctor, the lawyer, 
etc. ,TWe church has its special work, the 
Sabbath School, the mission, the pastoral, the 
evangelistic, etc. The special work now is a 
revival of religion, that we may have an in- 
gathering of souls. <A few Bible illustrations 
of a special blessing for a special work: 

1, Jacob meeting Esau. Esau hated Ja- 
cob, yet God told Jacob to return to his own 
country. He obeys, but as he comes near the 
borders of that land, he remembers that his 
brother is angry with him, hence hé prays 
as found in Gen. 32: 24-30. God gives him a 
special blessing. He meets his brother in 
peace.—-Gen. 33: 4. 

2. Moses as leader to the children of Is- 
rael.—Ex. $; 1-12, also Ex. $8: 14, 15. 

3. The woman at the well.—John 4. She 
is convicted, converted and with her heart 
full of divine love she goes out to work for 
Jesus, and brings out the whole city to hear 
“the wonderful words of life.” 

4. The Apostles—Luke 24: 
to do—Acts 1: 14, we see them obeying—aActs 
2, tells, of the blessing and some of its re- 
sults. The Canaanitish woman prayed, “Lord, 
help me.” 

John Knox said, 
die.” : 

If. The Holy Spirit is the qualifier, 

We must receive this power. It is not the 
gift of God to work miracles, but the power 
to work for Christ.—<Acts 8: 26, also verse 29. 
He will make the word through us quick and 
powerful. We shall testify for Jesus, and 
that testimony will have power.—1 Thess, 5: 
19; Eph. 4: 30.—Rev. H. R. Crockett. 

THE NEARNESS OF GOD. 

“Thou are near, O Lord.” Ps. 119: 151. 

I. God is essentially near. His presence 
is universal. “Do not I fill heaven and -earth, 
saith the Lord.” “Am I a God at hand, and 
not afar off?” “Thou God seest me.” 

Il. God is manifestly near. (1) In crea- 
tion. (2) In providence. 

Ill. God is graciously near. He is near 
through Christ. Near as a sin-forgiving God. 
Near as a promise-keeping God. Near as a 
prayer-hearing God. Near as a gracious, ten- 
der Father. He is near to save you. 


“Give me Scotland or I 


; — 
DECISION FOR GOD DEMANDED. 
“Who is on the Lord’s side?” Ex. 32: 26. 
This chapter gives a fearful account of the 
idolatry of the Israelites and of the wrath of 
God against them. Their idolatry was pun- 
ished after which the watchword was. given, 
“Who is on the Lord’s side?” 

I. An implied conflict. “The Lord's side.” 
A conflict; hence a demand, “Who is on the 
Lord’s side?” 


49, told what. 


a 


II. What is implied in being on the Lord’s 


side. A forsaking of the opposite side. An 
espousal of God and his cause. A public en- 
listment. A military disposition, ready to 
obey the new Commander. A full consecra- 
tion of our powers to his cause. Y 

III. The honor and advantage of being on 
the Lord’s side. It is not the side of a ty- 
rant, but of the God of love and spiritual 
freedom. It is not the side of sin but of pur- 
ity; not of darkness, but of light; not of woe, 
but of bliss. ¥ 

1. It is the strongest side. 

2. It is the most happy side. 

3. It is the most useful side. 

4. @t is the side which will ultimately be 
crowned with victory and eternal rewards. 

“Who is on the Lord’s side?” Come, enlist, 
now, 


PLENTY OF ROOM. 

“Yet there is room.” Luke 14: 22. 

I. Where? At the table, in the house, in 
the kingdom of heaven. With the King, 
Jesus himself, with his guests, his people, at 
his table; in his large expansive heaven. 

Il. For whom? For every sincere, peni- 
tent soul. If you deem yourself too great a 
sinner, read this parable, and notice how the 
lame, the halt, the blind, the beggars, were 
invited to the feast. If you sincerely wish 
to be saved from your sins through Christ, if 
that is your eager desire, there is yet room 
for you! 

Ilfl. How long yet? “Yet there is room, 
that is mow! Yet after so many refusals? 
Yes. There is an invitation now. Accept it, 
now. “Now is the accepted time.” “Today is 
the day of salvation.” 

But also be admonished by that little word 
“vet.” Today yet! Yes. But tomorrow per- 
haps it may be too late. Come now. “Yet 
there is room,” 


FIGHTING AGAINST GOD. 

“Ye do always resist the Holy Ghost.” 
Acts 7: 64. 
I. The office of the Holy Ghost. 

1. Convincing. 

2. Entreating. 

38. Admonishing. 

4. Threatening. 
II. The means he uses, 

. The Word. 

2. Examples. 

8. Conscience. 

4. Providentis? dealings. 
The’ modes of resisting him. 

1. Inattention. 

2. Procrastination. 

8. Contradiction. 

Cease to fight against God. Listen to the 
loving, wooing, blessed voice of the Holy 
Spirit in your heart. ~* 


WILL YOU SPEND 50c? { 


To increase the results of Decision ? 
Day in your Sunday School. 


FOR 50 cents we will send the WORLD EVANGEL to you and also to your 
Sunday School sdperintendent, each 6 months. 
If you or your superintendent think it isn’t worth twice that amount, we will 


return your 50c. on request. 


The February WORLD EVANGEL is our special Decision Day number. By 
following the suggestions in this number, you will secure greater results than you 
often get from two weeks’ special services. 


The EVANGEL is making its way by actual merit. 
results from your Sunday School without it. 


708-712 Caxton Bldg., Cleveland, O. 
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You cannot get the best 
' Sincerely, 


F. M. BARTON. 


————— ss 


CHURCH METHODS DEPARTMENT 


Rev. ALBERT SIDNEY GREGG, Editor. 


Preparing for Easter 


Why not take advantage of the Lenten sea- 
son by holding special meetings for the pur- 
pose of deepening the spiritual life of the 
church members. It is a splendid way to ap- 
proach Easter (April 19) and prepare_the 
minds of the people for the deep significance 
of the resurrection. A week’s meetings just 
before Easter beginning with Palm Sunday 
could be devoted to a discussion of what Jesus 
did on each day of Holy week. The great 
currents of the life of Christ came to a cli- 
max in this week and can be handled with mar- 
velously dramatic effect as a continued narra- 
tive from night to night. It is a good thing 
to bring the people* face to face with these 
events as a whole at least once a year, for 
they give the preacher rare opportunity to 
exalt the character and mission of Jesus. 

Rey. E. Lee Fleck, pastor of St. John’s 
Lutheran church, Sterling, Ill, conducted a 
series of Lenten meditations during the Len- 
ten season last year based on “Concise Ques- 
tions by Jesus.” They are quite suggestive. 
We give the list: 


March 17. A Question of Numbers 

March 17. A Question .of Business 
March 18. A Question of Faithfulness 
March 19. A Question of Time 

March 20. A Question of Believing 
March 21. A Question of Seeking 

March 22. A Question of Lacking 

March 24. A Question of Why 

March 24. A Question of a Name. 

March 25. A Question of How Much More 
March 26. A Question of Comparison 
March 27. A Question of Ownership 
March 28. A Question of Escape 

March 29. A Question of Willingness 
March 31. Easter Communion Service 
March 31. Easter Concert by Bible School 


Rey. Harlan K. Fenner, D. D., pastor of the 
Second Lutheran church, Louisville, Ky., be- 
gan his preparatory services on Feb. 10. He 
held meetings for Christians on Sunday morn- 
ings, evangelistic services at night, gave ad- 
dresses to men on Wednesday night, and talks 
to women on Thursday afternoons. The topics 
for each series are herewith given: 


SUNDAY MORNINGS 
BORIEALY NOs na oy pees “The Lenten Season” 
PP LUATN Als sie sie oy ss re “Personal Religion” 
Bebruaty 24). / 25... 4. “Religion at Home” 


March 3..“Toward Them That Are Without” 

Piaech Olt s.4 5 Bs heal “Service and Services.” 

Maren ly <5. cae sas “Loyalty to the Church” 

March 24- So. 0% “Your Children for Christ” 
SUNDAY NIGHTS 

Bebruiary. 102 o2%.06 <a + “The Glorious Gospel” 


February 17.Luther Brotherhood Anniversary 
February 24...... “The Delay That Destroys” 
BOSCH oie, soo hurd cae “Forces of Salvation” 
Marchi 10e2 sions. “The Prodigal’s Decision” 
PMarch 17.2.3,,.;\. “For Christ and His Church.” 
Marchi 24. ove s oases ber “The King’s Triumph” 


ADDRESSES FOR MEN—WEDNESDAY 


NIGHTS 
Pepriaty douse occ ss “Ts Religion a Necessity” 
Pebrdiary 2Ona cota ie lee “The Manly Christ” 
BEDIUAHYVAA/ on ccc e es “The Queen’s Treasurer” 
AVEC IOS fcice oceans “Some Bold Fishermen” 
Marche lSa\cteans acs emraes “The Italian Captain” 
PAVE AT Gn 2 Omen cone erate “No Other Name” 


TALKS FOR WOMEN—THURSDAY AF- 
TERNOONS. 3 O’CLOCK. 


Hebruaty 14 20%. 33. “Woman and the Gospel” 
February 215.3...) “Touching and Healing” 
February 7 Taos. aie “The Sisters of Bethany” 
IWiatch 7iistaa terse ckorn “The Unnamed Mother” 
March 14...... “Lydia, the Business Woman” 
Maneh i ZUR fata. sce wo “Ministering Women” 


“A Candle Sermon” at Easter 


Very effective Missionary services can be 
held in connection with the observance of 
Easter, if the programme is carried out at 
night in place of the morning or afternoon. 

The exercises should close by 8 o’clock so 
the little folks can get home early. There can 
be the usual variety of music and recitations, 
but the main feature should be the “Candle 
Sermon.” The plan about to be described was 
evolved from one used by Evangelist Yatman 
and one described by M. E. Benton in the De- 
cember World Evangel. It need not occupy 
over ten or fifteen minutes, but it can be made 
very telling. 

Texts: (a) “As long as I am in the world 
I am the light of the world.”—John 9:5.. 

(b) “Ye are the light of the world.” 

—Matt. 5:14. 

Provide a large white candle, an assortment 
of colored candles, and have each person bring 
a small candle, which will be held until the 
time for the sermon. Place your candles on 
a large table on the platform. Light the large 
candle and have the church lights turned out. 
Talk about Christ being the light of the world, 
and how the candle typifies him shining in the 
darkness of sin and ignorance. Light the small- 
er candles, stand them about on the table 
and blow out the larger candle. Extinguish- 
ing the large candle signifies that Christ has 
ascended and that Christians of various de- 
nominations are shining for him. The colored 
candles represent the denominations. They do 
not agree in color, but each one gives the 
light imparted by Christ. Speak for a few 
moments on the reality of Christian unity, 
pointing out that denominational differences 
relate to matters of organization rather than to 
the “light” they give. Show that the candles 
do not light the entire room, and that a very 
large part of the audience is in darkness. The 
audience is the heathen world sitting in dark- 
ness, ignorance and superstition. 

Tell how the churches have been sending 
out missionaries for the purpose of spreading 
the “light.” Light several small candles from 
the denominational candles, and announce that 
some missionaries will now be sent out. Boys 
will carry the “missionary” candles down the 
aisles, lighting a candle here and there while 
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the preacher urges these who catch the light 
to light the next candle and so on until all 
the candles held in the hands of the children 
and grown people have been lighted. Have 
the people stand afd sing “The Light of the 
World is Jesus,” “Send the Light,’ or some 
other appropriate song that all can sing, after 
which the church lights can be turned up and 
the candles blown. out. 


HIS LAST WEEK 
SERVICES 
CALVARY BAPTIST. CHURCH 
NORRISTOWN, PA. 


LENTEN SERVICES 
L. W. Hainer, Pastor. 
Dear Friend: 

For several years we have gathered in the 
House of God every evening during Passion 
Week, and prayerfully reviewed the interest- 
ence with the law of the bells. 
ing events occurring in our Saviour’s life dur- 
ing those memorable days. 

Our meditations have been greatly blessed 
of God in a deeper and truer appreciation of 
the matchless love of our Lord. 

We have arranged another series of services 
for this year which promises to be most in- 
teresting and helpful, and it is our earnest 
prayer that you may be able to avail yourself 
of this opportunity for communion with God 
and fellowship with his people. 

PALM SUNDAY, APRIL 8. 
10:30 A. M., The Royal Welcome. 
7:30 P. M., Fireside Benedictions. 
_Monday, 7:45 P. M. The Mission of the 
Master. 

‘Tuesday, 7:45 P.-M., Masterful Ministries. 

Wednesday, 7:45 P. M., Alone with God. 

Thursday, 7:45 P.. M., Great Fountains of 
Love. 

Friday, 7:45 P. M.,The Deepening Shadows. 

EASTER SUNDAY, APRIL 15. 

6:00 A. M. A male chorus of twenty-five 
voices will sing appropriate selections from 
the top of the tower of the Church. 

7:00 A. M. We will gather in the Church 
when a large number of candidates will be 
baptised, and the Pastor will give a short ad- 


dress on, “All things are become new.” 
10:30 A. M. Special Easter music by the 
choir. Reception of the new members. The 


Lord’s Supper will be administered. Pastor's 
subject, “Easter Hopes.” 

7:30 P. M. “Divine Companionship.” 

The foregoing is in the form of a three 
page folder, printed in purple with a cross 


and “His Last Week” printed on the outside 
fold. 
An “Information and Stimulation 


Agency.’ 

With the approach of Easter many Metho- 
dist pastors are preparing to take advantage 
of the occasion as a time for raising money 
for missions. They will begin by “informing 
and stimulating” the people. A plan used by 
the Sunday-School of the Asbury Place Meth- 
odist Church, Richmond, Va., in December 
could be used with slight changes in connec- 
tion with Easter missionary exercises. In 
erder_to give a clear idea of the plan we 
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reproduce the circular used in advertising the 
undertaking : 


ETHODIST 
ISSIONARY 


Information and Stimulation Agency 
At Asbury Place M. E. Sunday School 


RICHMOND, VIRGINIA 


OU and your friends, and a® the friends of your 
Sunday School, are invited to join us on a 


JOYOUS TRIP and TOUR OF INSPECTION to 


the Mission Fields of the Methodist Episcopal Church, 


South, beginning SUNDAY MORNING, DECEMBER 
8th, 1907, at 9:30 o’clock. A programme of unusual in- 
terest has been provided. DON’T GET LEFT! 

The permanent organization of the Sunday School as 
a Missionary School and the beginning of Missionary 
Study Classes. Would you like to make an offering? 


At 3:00 o’clock SUNDAY AFTERNOON, DE- 
CEMBER 8th, 1907, join us on a 


“ROSEBUD SPECIAL” (Limited) ‘ 

To the capacity,of the Church. 

‘A View of the March of the Rosebuds.” 
Begutilully illustrated. 


Silver Offering Ea 
- PERCHES 
1878---Rosebud Building—--1907 URPRISES 


On MONDAY NIGHT, DECEMBER 3th, at 3:00 
o’clock, a 


MISSIONARY SERVICE AND EXHIBIT. 


A view of our Church’s Missionary operations—A visit 
to the Missionaries—A glance at their work—A peep at 
the natives and conditions—Reports of progress—Mission- 
ary stories, papers, books and curios— Addresses by Mis- 
sionaries and others—lI!lustrations of the field and work— 
Letters from Missionaries—Facts: Dry, sad, surprising 
and glorious—Echoes of the Layman’s Movement. Con- 
cluding with a “JAPANESE TEA,” served in the Men’s 
Bible Class room by the young ladies in Native Costume 


Theme: 


All Rosebuds 
and friends 
welcome aboard 


Purpose of it ail: To arouse a deeper in- 
* terest in world wide 
Missions, and to give our workers a new vision of what is 
being done to-day to bring the Gospel to the world and to 
bring the world to Jesus Christ the Saviour of the whole 
world. 
What part have we in this glorious undertaking ? 


CHINA KOREA BRAZIL ROSEBUDS HOME 
JAPAN MEXICO CUBA INDIANS — MISSIONS 


-One Way to Raise a Pipe Organ 


Fund 
Rev. G. B. Burnwood, pastor of the St. 
John’s Methodist Episcopal church, Philadel- 
phia, Pa. sends us a description of his plan 
for aising an organ fund. The story is well 


told in the circular used in soliciting money 


which we reprint in full. 

My dear Friend :— 
Mr. 

twenty-five hundred dollars, one-quarter 


Carnegie has given us- one-half of 


as Se 


oe 


_* 
eat > 
° 


iven by a member towards a Memorial Pipe 
rgan for St. John’s M. E. Church, 3rd and 
orge streets, and we write you to assist us 
with the balance, 

The plan is; that any member, friend or 
society of the Church who contributes ten dol- 
lars ($10.00) or over, or any Sabbath School 
Scholar who contributes five dollars ($5.00) 
or over, can have their own name, the name 
of a friend or the name of some departed 
loved one engraved on a Beautiful Brass 
Tablet that will be placed on the front of the 


‘ee 
e do not know a better way to honor the 
memory of some dear one who loved this old 
time honored Church in days gone by, or 
to perpetuate your own memory, than to help 
in erecting this organ, It will speak and sing 
to the coming congregations long after you are 
gone, , 
If you desire the privilege of so doing; kindly 
fill out the enclosed ecard and send it to the 
Rev, G, B, Burnwood, 989 N. Fifth Street, 
Philadelphia, Pa, 

The following rules will be observed jn the 
arrangement of the tablet: 


1. Names will be placed alphabetically. 

2, Fach name to represent $10 or over, 

3, Every Sunday School Scholar’s name $5 
or over, 

4. Every Sunday School Class or other 
Class or Society raising $10 or over can have 
the privilege of having name placed on tablet 
no amount counted twice, 

The name of deceased loved ones can be 
placed on tablet, 

7. No name to be placed on Tablets until 
money is paid, 

8, List will close October Ist, 1907, 


(11 CARD DAD) 


I desire to have the name of 


(WHITH PLAINLY) : 
on the Tablet to be placed on the Memorial Pipe 
Organ, to be erected in St. John's Methodist 
Episcopal Church, 
ard and George Sts, Philadelphia, Pa, 


Address 


Send to REV. G. B,. BURNWOOD, 989 N, 5th St., Phila, Pa. 
Make Checks Payable to H. A. ROMBERGER, Treas. 


The chureh is located in a:down town dis- 


trict where it is usually very difficult to raise, 


money from the congregation. Mr, Burn- 
wood says the money could not have been 
raised in any other way, The brass tablet has 
one hundred names on it, and is on the front 
of the organ. It measures 42x32 inches, and 
is a beautiful work of art. The people are 
pleased with the organ and the tablet. 

A large certificate, 11x14 inches, was given 
to each one who contributed at least $1.00, 
The certificate was printed on very heavy 
coated paper and bore the picture of the church 
and pastor with the seal of the church in gold 
with blue and yellow ribbon. The printing 
is in black and red, 


A “Cheer up” Calendar 


Good use of a calendar for adyertising pur- 
poses ig made by the Central Christian Bible 
School, of Toledo, Ohio. It is printed in 
red and blue black on cardboard 5%4x9% 
inches, At the top is the face of an alarm 
clock with the hands pointing to 9:45 and 
bearing the words in red, “Be on time.” Dis- 
played above and by the sides of the clock 
you may read; “Cheer up and make ready to 


attend Central Christian Bible school. Our 
school begins at (9:45 on the clock). Ex- 
cellent lively opening exercises. Good teach- — 


ing. Warm welcome. Below the clock there 
is an acrostic which spells in red: “Do your 
best to come.” The calendar proper is at 
the bottom. Other information about the 
oth and church is worked into the acrostic 
itsell: 


Doing 
Our BEST to please 


You is 

Our plan. 

Urge all to 

Reach the school five minutes 


Before time for beginning. 

Each morning we begin at 9:45. 
Something new at every session. 

The new feature is early in the program. 


The Preaching service always 
On time at 11:00 a. m, and 7:30 p. m. 


Come and hear our pastor, Grant W. Speer. 

On 11th street, bet. Madison and Jefferson. 

Most cordial weleome to all. 

Endeavor, Lord’s day evening at 6:15. 
Junior C. E. 9:00 a, m., 


A Prayer Meeting “Pledge.” 

During the week of prayer Rev. W. B. 
Slutz, pastor of the Franklin avenue Metho- 
dist church, Cleveland, Ohio, obtained the sig- 
natures to a prayer meeting “pledge” which 
will undoubtedly help the attendance at the 
prayer meetings during the year. The pledge 
was printed on a card in large clear type, and 
read as follows: 

OUR WEDNESDAY EVENING MEETINGS. 

I hereby promise to attend the Wednesday 
evening meetings of the Franklin Avenue 
Methodist Church at least fifteen times during 
the year 1908, unless prevented by circum- 
stances beyond my control. This promise is 
not binding unless one hundred similar pledges 
are secured within thirty days. 


How to Organize for Special 
Meetings 

Rev, W. P. Thomas, pastor of the Boulevard 
Presbyterian church, Cleveland, Ohio, devel- 
oped an organization for the week of prayer 
that enlisted many of his people and was suc- 
cessful in every way, The plan can be adapted 
to revival meetings in any church. He made 
out a programme for five nights with general 
subjects as follows: “Fellowship with God,” 
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“The Prayer Habit,” “Faith,” “World Wide 
Sympathies,” “The Glory of Christ.” Each 
subject was subdivided into three and four 
sections. In place of discussing the theme him- 
self he assigned the main theme and each of 
the subdivisions to helpers, so that the meet- 
ing each night was led by four or five persons 
in place of the preacher, each one being limited 
~ to a definite part of the programme. Besides 
the speakers there was one who had charge. 
It was a fine arrangement for enlisting home 
talent. The full programme = showing sub- 
divisions of topics is herewith reprinted: 


Monday: FELLOWSHIP WITH GOD. 

Ist—Is it possible? 

2ndly—How to secure it? 

3rdly—How retain it? 

4thly—Its effect upon one’s life. 

Tuesday; THE PRAYER HABIT. 

Ist—Its place in the Christian’s life, 

2ndly—Its formation, 

3rdly—It’s power. 

4thly—Prayers of the Bible. 

Wednesday: FAITH, 

1st—What is it? 

2ndly—Why does God ask it? 

3rdly—Hindrances to Faith. 

4thly—Helps to Faith. 

Thursday: WORLD WIDE SYMPA- 
THIES 

Ist—The growth of one’s horizon. 

2ndly—The claims of Christian patriotism, 

3rdly—The Brotherhood of Man. 

4thly—Our duty to other peoples. 

Friday: THE GLORY OF CHRIST. 

, Ist—His Deity. 

‘ 2ndly—His humanity. 

3rdly—His claims. 

4thly—His relations to us. 


“Christ and Current Questions” 


In October Rev. Joe Byron Slocum) pastor 
of the Greenwood Baptist church, Brooklyn, 
N. Y., preached a series of sermons entitled 
“Christ and Current Questions,” which was 
so well received that he followed in Novem- 
ber with a new series on “Messages of the 
Master.” Jn a letter enclosing samples of his 
advertising matter he says: “The series of 
evening sermons for October and November 
are seth to be of considerable interest to 
the public, Last Sunday evening there was the 
largest audience either morning or evening, 
since my coming here May 1, 1907, as the suc- 
cessor of Dr. Robert Bruce Hull, The cir- 
culars are put in stores and in homes, and the 
people on this Prospect Park slope are re- 
sponding nobly. Not only is there a very 
large increase in numbers but there is also a 
noticeable development in the responsiveness 
of the audience.” The topics are. herewith 
given: 

“CHRIST AND CURRENT QUESTIONS,” 

Oct. 6th—"“To whom are you neighbor?” 

Oct. 13th.—“How much are you worth?” 

Oct. 20th.—“Will the Golden Rule work?” 

Oct. 27th.—“Is there cure for care?” 

MESSAGES. OF THE MASTER, 

Noy. 3.—Life; its objective. 

Nov. 10.—Happiness; its secret, 

Noy. 17.—Character; its prerequisite, 

Noy, 24—Man; his destiny; 
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wike cae ict Church Members 


They seldom put in an appearance at pub- 
lic worship; they attend communion occasion- 
ally, and are dreadfully poor when asked for 
a contribution. They never worry about re- 
vivals or finances; they leave the widow of 
Zarepta and the ravens to feed the faithful 
pastor and his family. Should they get sick 
they expect immediate attention without send- 
ing word to the pastor, and in case of death 
their dying request is to have the choir sing 
“Asleep in Jesus” and “Forever with the Lord.” 

Have you such people in your church? Don’t 
faint under the burden. It may be consoling 
to know that some other pastor has troubles 
of the same kind. Don’t do like a certain 
church which decided to get rid of its “dead 
timber” by letter. The officials matle up a list 
of derelicts and deliberately voted them out 
of church membership, Notification was sent 
by mail. The “derelicts” took the action of 
the church as a personal affront and forth- 
with blamed the preacher, and the latter state 
of that man was worse than the first. The 
best way to find out by personal investigation 
why some people are careless, indifferent, in- 
consistent, selfish and stingy. There is always 
a reason, ‘and sometimes a good heart to heart 
talk with them alone will straighten out. all 
the links. They are worth saving and _ the 
last thing to-do is to expel. There is nothing 
to be gained by evading disagreeable inter- 
views. If approached in the right*spirit by 
the pastor there will be little difficulty, Pick 
out some of your worst cases of pessimism, 

“soured godliness,” enviousness, and general 
ugliness and have it out with them today. A 
good plain talk w ill be the means of grace to 
both you and the “derelict.” The most mis- 
ireable feeling that a pastor can carry is to 
feel that he ought to admonish a member 
privately and not have the courage to do so. 


‘But then if he will brace up and do what he 


knows in his deeper heart he ought to do in 
such matters he will acquire a new conscious- 
ness of power in himself and over people, 
And when a pastor has conquered fear and 
moral cowardice he has gained the mastery 
over a whole legion of devils that interfere 
with the work of yis ministry. 


Rev. Harold Cooper, pastor of the First 
Congregational church, Ironton, Ohio, writes: 
“Just a few words to express my apprecia- 
tion of the Expositor which is a welcome 
visitor to my home every month. During 
the past year I have secured many valuable 
suggestions which have been of great service 
to me in my work, Tam forwarding you a few 
samples of our church printing. You will 
recognize one “Three Trips to the Sea” as 
coming from the Expositor.” 

This series of sermons as you may suspect 
is an adaption of the series entitled “A Sea 


Side Series of Sunday Evening Trips,” by 
Rev. W. N. P. Dailey, pastor of the Trinity 


Reformed church, Amsterdam, N, Y. A de- 
scription with at a apetere in the Expos- 
itor of January 1 page 196 of the bound 
volume. 
the ideas of one man will generate sim 
ideas in the mind of another, ir 


wet 


This reference is _ to show how | 


’ 


“series consists of three subjects in place of 


five: “Boarding the Steamer,” “Facing the 
Storm” and “The Last Voyage.” Appropriate 
hymns are announced with,the subjects, but 
there is no reading as in, Mr, Daily’s list, Mr. 
Cooper also sends a list of three Sunday even- 
ing sermons on “Men and Trees” which is 
something of a novelty. They are: “A Man 
Behind a Tree,” (Adam); “A Man Up a 
Tree,” (Zaecheus); and a “Man on a Tree,” 
(Jesus). Two appropriate hymns are an- 
nounced in connection with each topic, 


Evangelist Sunday’s Methods 

It is said that Evangelist William A Sun- 
in who has been holding remarkably success- 
fu meetings in the western states “conducts 
his gt kt with the wisdom of a politician.” 
Rev, Wellington Frizzelle, A. M., B. D., writ- 
ing in the Northwestern Advocate, says he 
will invite all members of the Masonic lodges 
to attend on Tuesday evening, the Odd Fel- 
lows another evening, the Elks another eyen- 
ing, and so on until the different orders have 
attended the meetings. Then he will invite 
the railroad men to attend in a body, the con- 
ductors, and engineers, and brakemen and fire- 
men. Another ‘night he will have the men 
from some factory or shop, another night the 
high-school scholars, another night the college 
boys and girls. One night the city officials, an- 
other night the business men. One night the 
lawyers and doctors, the next night the ser- 
vant girls. 

There is a hint here for the pastor who 


~ wants to get out of the ruts in preaching 


Sunday. night sermons that will interest a 
large variety of people. 


A Church Loan and Fellowship Fund 


A step in the direction of “social service” 
has been taken by the Union Congregational 
church, South Weymouth, Mass., by establish- 
ing a “Fellowship Fund.” From this fund 
loans are made to members in distress, flowers, 
fruit and other delicacies are purchased for 
the sick, The fund is handled by the stand- 
ing committee of the church. Besides the 
money, the committee has at its disposal, bed- 
side tables, a wheel chair, a reclining chair and 
other sick room comforts, which are loaned 
to the sick in the parish. Money for the fund 
is raised by contributions, and the gifts ag- 
gregate $100 a year. Twelve envelopes are 
given to each church member at the beginning 
of the year to he used in depositing money. 
Gifts may be made by dropping the money into 
boxes by the church door or by placing them 
in the contribution baskets when the regular 
offering is taken, 


A Card Index of Givers 


Pastors who do much general soliciting for 
their churches should keep track of “givers” 
and “prospects” with a card index system, 
arranged alphabetically. Write name and ad- 


‘dress of each person at the top of the card, 


and record contributions by date and amount. 
Good givers who will generally respond once 
a year become offended if they are approached 
too many. times a year for the same purpose. 


‘The secret of developing a financial constitu- 
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ency is not in not asking too often. Aim to 
get a man on your list and then keep him there’ 
by wise treatment. 


The “Company Plan” for Raising 
Money 


“Raising the benevolences” is nearly always 
a burden to the pastor, especially in the small 
church. It is°so hard to induce committees to 
do work involving personal soliciting that 
quite often the pastor is forced to rely on pub- 
lic appeals followed by general “hustle” by 
himself to make up the full amount. A plan 
that will enlist the entire church in such 
work, and run automatically has long been 
desired, 

Rev’ W. H. Wilson, pastor of the First Bap- 
tist church, Byesville, Ohio, has devised such 
a plan and it is in successful operation in a 
large number of churches. It wears well and 
improves with age. There is not the slightest 
element of reaction about it. We will sup- 
pose for the sake of making the idea concrete 
that you have to raise money each year for six 
benevolent objects. Divide your church mem- 
bership into companies of six each, one for 
each society. Exercise great care in placing 
influential members at the Head of each list. 
The entire company should not be made tp 
from one family, but should be grouped by 
streets or neighborhoods. Next procure a sup- 
ply of cards similar to the one reproduced, 
and make them up in bunches of six, one for 
each company. Take Co. A for instance, write 
the names on the cards, and then write the 
names on the back of an envelope similar to 
the sample reproduced. Thus the cards of each 
company will be kept in an envelope for that 
purpose appropriately numbered or lettered. 
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In working the plan the person at the top 
of the list is handed the envelope in September 
on the Sund4y designated and during the 
week collects from the five other members of 
that company and herself or himself, and re- 
turns cards and money to the pastor on the fol- 
lowing Sunday. Thus the collection for the Ed- 
ucation society is taken throughout the entire 


‘church personally and the pastor knows ex- 


actly who has given and who needs looking 
after, In November the second person in the 
list is given the envelope and cards and 

the collection for Home Missions. Thus each 
sixty days the entire membership is solicited 


for benevolences, and in each case ‘by a differ- 
ent person. The plan has the elements of good 
natured rivalry, as Co, B would not want to 
fall behind Co. A and so on. Mr. Wilson has 
provided for suitable recognition of every 
member who contributes to all six of the so- 
cieties. 

Each one who contributes to all the so- 
cieties has his name placed on the “Roll of 
Honor” which hangs in the church all the year. 
The amount of contribution is not indicated. 
The point is that something is given for each 
society. 

The permanent records are kept in a ledger 
by the pastor who allows a full page for each 
company. Under no circumstances allow the 
cards to be retained, 
the contributions on each card are summed up, 
and the cards returned to the givers and thus 
they may confront their own record in the 
matter of giving for benevolences. 

After you have organized and have explained 
the method until each one understands it, pre- 
pare carefully for the offering by preaching 
and by distribution of literature. Devote at 
least one mid-week prayer service to the work, 
and have some of the more interesting para- 
graphs of literature read at this meeting. The 
envelopes may be distributed from the pulpit 
with the assistance of a few boys and girls as 
messengers. In case a member is absent see 
that the cards are sent by a neighbor. If a 
member should be sick or absent let the pastor 
call for a volunteer to do the work, so that it 
may be completed in one week. 

Some of the advantages of this plan are: 
Transferred. responsibility, universal activity, 
visitation, gives publicity to the work, silences 
opposition, begets self respect, awakens a spirit 
of prayer, brings certain results, fixes indi- 
vidual responsibility, facilitates and lightens the 
work, increases the offerings. The plan al- 
most runs itself, and while the pastor’s unseen 
hand will be occasionally needed he remains 
but little more than an interested spectator, 
watching the church do the work. 

In the First Baptist church of Byesville 
where the plan was first used, a membership 
of 141 gave $328.87 for benevolences in 1906, 
and of that number all but one gained a place 
on the Roll of Honor by giving to all the so- 
cieties. In 190697 this church with a mem- 
bership of 160 and with records incomplete 
had given $547.88 for benevolent purposes— 
six times as much as is given by the average 
church. Well may Mr. Wilson say with justi- 
fiable pride: “It should be added that the offer- 
ings from individuals were not large as we do 
not have a wealthy membership, but we have 
enlisted every man, woman and child in the 
church in this work.” 


The Use of Type 


Good printing is an important feature of 
church work. The pastor of the smallest 
country ‘church cannot afford to send out a 
poorly printed card or circular. People in- 
stinctively judge an institution by its. printed 
matter much as individuals are judged by their 
clothes at first sight. This being true it be- 
hooves the pastor to know something about 
the use of type. William P. Tuttle, Jr., dis- 
cusses the subject in the Association Monthly, 


sible from the same: font, 


At the end of the year, 
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and we pass his ideas on to the readers of the 


Expositor. 
So called “fancy printing” should be 
avoided, It is very easy to overdo in the | 


matter of bright colors, and gingerbread dis- 
plays. The aim should be to have placards or 


letterheads or newspaper invitations that will_ 


be read. The type should be as much as pos- 
A mixture of differ- 
ent styles should be used sparingly, and only 


for the sake of a better, more easily read 
display. Use a plain faced type—one that can 


be read at a reasonable distance without wrink- 
ling up the brow to discover whether you have 
read “Come on Tuesday” or “Come ‘on 
Thursday.” Never mind about daintiness and 
delicate shading, for these are deceptive and 
should not be used where you wish to catch 
people on the run, Allow plenty of space 
between lines. Use short lines. It is an effort 
to read a long line. A common mistake of 
the novice is to overdisplay, by using too many 
black kines. There are two clever ways of 
displaying type. One is to make one black 
heading at the top and the other at the bot- 
tom, with well spaced straight reading be- 
tween, with plenty of space around the black. 
lines. Another is to use three black lines— 
top, middle and bottom, so worded that the 
three lines tell a short story by themselves. 
We reproduce samples of the two styles. 


Of Interest to Girls 


There will be a meeting at 
the club rooms to-night, to 


’ which all girls over fourteen 


years of age are invited. A 
good talk on the art of cook- 


ing. 


Young Women’s Christian 
Association 


We Know Girls Like 


to’ leard something of the 
arts of good housekeeping. 
There will be a lecture to- 
night at the club house on 


The Art of Cooking 


All girls over fourteen 
years of age are cordially in- 
vited. Practical demonstra- 
tions given, 

Eight o'clock sharp. 


Young Women’s Christian 
. Association 


Use capitals only where they must be used— 
at the begining of the sentence-.or in the case 
of a headline at the beginning of each impor- 
tant word, It is a mistake, to think that 


. 


ee eee, 


word composed entirely of capitals is easily 
read. Upper and lower case is the natural 
manner of reading. 

In the use of colors it is very easy to overdo 
in red. A plain red border, set well out towards 
the edge of the card, with the type well in- 
dented within, makes a most pleasing effect. 

In “telling the story” or composing the mat- 
ter you wish to Have printed, use short words 
and short sentences. Eradicate teehnical 
phrases. Don’t repel people by seeming to be 
superior or mysterious. 

Dr. Christian I. Reisner, pastor of Grace 
church, Denver, who has had -much experience 
in bulletin advertising, writing in the Christian 
Advocate, says: “Value increases with the les- 
sening of letters. Grace church has a four 
sheet cut of the church, which is always used 
for revivals. An awakening headline is used. 
One year it was: “How’s Your Habits.” The 
grammar aroused discussion. Last year it 
was: “Warm up”—“the heart”’—followed in 
smaller type. In the lower half dates and 
subjects are given.” 


The First Baptist Church, 


Trenton, N. J. 


OUR BIBLE WORK. 


MORNING Bible Schools, Classes for 
ae Adults. Study of the 
Poroege. International Lessons. 


TUESDAYS, 7.45 P. M.—The Bereans. 
Series on Doctrines and Ordinances of 
the New Testament. 

WEDNESDAYS, 7.45 P. M.—The Wednes- 
day Evening Bible Class. Special Work 
and Study of S. S. Lesson. Teacher — 
The Pastor. 


HOME DEPARTMENT. —Studies in the S. S. 
Lessons for all who cannot attend the 
Church. 


Put a X in the square opposite the class in 
which you desire to enroll. 


NAME .... 


GL Ag tg ot ey en BAe eet eo : 


‘Church in on Mary Street, very near Market 


TRINITY REFORMED CHURCH 


AMSTERDAM, NEW YORK 


STATED SERVICES 


10:30 A.M. and 7:30 P. M. 
Sunday School at Noon 


SUNDAY : 
# Junior Endeavor at 3:30 P.M. 
THURSDAY: PRAYER MEETING 


Poe GCs 
meZzona 


This is the only English speaking Church on this 
hill, and you are earnestly urged to give it ape 
cordial support. 2 2 n t %s ¥ 2 


Our Welcome in Genyvine und Generous 


:; 
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Some Sermon Subjects 

A series of sermons on the “Stress of Life” 
was preached Sunday evening in November 
in the Second Presbyterian church, Philadel- 
phia, by Rey. Charles Wood, the pastor. The 
topics were: “The Financial Stress”; “The 
Intellectual. Stress’; “The Moral Stress’; 
“The Spiritual Stress”. 


“Some Bible Characters Impersonated in 
Modern Life,” were described in Sunday even- 
ing sermons during November and December, 
by Rev. Eugene W. F. Requa, pastor of the 
Methodist Episcopal church, Winterset, Iowa. 
They were: “A Modern Judas,” “A Modern 
Ruth,” “A Modern Thomas,’ “A Modern 
eee tk “A Modern Joseph,’ “A Modern 
Eve,” 


Rey. Frank S. Brenneman, pastor of the 
Concord Presbyterian church, Philadelphia: 

“What is Love?” “The course of true love 
never did run smooth.” Text, “Jacob loved 
Rachael,” etc. ? ; 

“Fluffy Ruffles in Masquerade.” - “All the 
world’s a stage, all the men and women merely 
players.” Text, “Why feignest thou thyself 
to be another?” 

“A Married Woman’s Dream.” “She hath 
a place all her own; in that place a power un- 
known.” Pilate’s wife’s dream. 

“Woman's Rights.” “I go unto the king and 
if I perish, I perish.”—Queen Esther’s rights. 


Rev. Geo. M. Brown, pastor First Methodist 
Episcopal church, Bridgeport, Conn. : 

“The Young Man and His Strength.” 

“The Young Woman and Her Graces.” 

“The Young Man and His Enemies.” 

“The Young Woman and Her Work.” 

“The Young People and Their Power.” 


Rey. Arthur Frederick .Rwert, S. T. B., 
pastor of the Methodist Episcopal church, 
Morrisonville, Ill.: “Great Men of the Bible.” 

“Abraham. the Man of Faith.” 

“Moses, the Emancipator,” 

“David, the King.” 

“Elijah, the Prophet.” 

“Christ, the Universal.” 


The Men’s Class of the Fourteenth street 
Presbyterian church, New York, N. Y., 
Graham C. Hunter, leader: 

“Jesus’ fundamental aim for society.” 

“Jesus’ preparation for social work.” 

“Jesus’ teaching about church and state.” 

“How the church helps a man to do his 
duty.” 4 

“Tesus’ teaching about faith.” 

“Pleasures and their tests.” 

“Tesus’ teaching about wealth.” 

“Christmas service.’ 

“Poverty and the Associated Charities.” 

“Crime and criminal methods.” 

“War. non-resistance and Christianity.” 

“Reform movements and Christianity.” 

“Jesus the exemplar of his teachings.” 


Rey. A. V. Bliss, pastor of the First Con- 
gregational church, Utica, N. Y.: 
2 e the Body and the Efficient Life.” 1 Cor: 
15, 
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“On the Theatre, Dancing, Cards and other 
Amusements.” 1 Cor, 9:25, 

“On Learning how to Read, Think and Do 
Things.” Proy. 22:29, 

“On Temptations: Drink, Strange Women, 
Gambling and other Perils.” Prov, 1:10, 

“On Finding One’s Work and .Doing it.” 
1. Thess. 3:10-12. 

“On Christianity, or Who is the God Man?” 
Micah 6:8. Matt, 7:12, 


Notes and Suggestions 
Its about time to begin planning for Easter, 
Decision Day and Children’s Day. Pastors 
who bring things to pass always plan well 
ahead, 


If the janitor persists in killing your ser- 
mons with bad air take him aside and ad- 
monish like a brother to mend his ways. 


Are your church records at loose ends? 
Better see that everything is kept up to date 
so your successor will not have so much 
trouble in finding the membership and in 
ascertaining the financial” condition of the 
church. Be sure and have church papers 
dated with day, month and year, 


Some pastors regard pastoral work as a form 
of drudgery and manage to find excuses for 
avoiding it. It might be well to ponder this 
quotation from an article by Rev. C, R. Bots- 
ford in the Lutheran Observer: 

“A minister in the-habit of.prayer has the 
greatest protection against evil thoughts or 
evil acts that he can possibly have. When this 

ractice becomes known, as it will, the pray- 
ing minister can go any where, minister to any 
character, without a single suspicion as to 
motive, It makes him invulnerable. The min- 
ister in the home should make brief calls, 
Some err in this respect. For the average 
call twenty minutes is sufficient. The conver- 
sation should have to do with current events, 
the affairs of the family, and the work of the 
church. When matters of gossip. arise, the 
wise pastor will put them aside tactfully and 
take his departure at the earliest possible 
moment.” 


In the Central church of Christ, Dayton, 
_, Ohio, Rev. I. V. Cahill, pastor, reserves the 
gallery seats for the Young Men’s Sunday 
School class. When a member is absent a 
private postal card bearing a picture of the 
gallery is mailed to the missing one by the 
membership committee, The message on the 
card reads: “Your seat was vacant last Sun- 
day, a fact we note with regret. Hope to have 
your presence next Sunday.” 


Rev, William Conner, pastor of the Mont- 
gomery Baptist church, Colmar, Pa., issues a 
calendar at the beginning of each month, which 
bears the calendar for the month, and an- 
nouncements of Sunday morning and evening 
sermons, the Wednesday evening topics, and 
the lesson subjects for the pastor’s Bible class. 
The calendar is printed on buff coated paper, 
and there is a hole punched at the top for 
hanging up. A fine portrait of the pastor 
embellishes the upper left hand corner. 
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Rev. A. E. Moody, pastor of the First Pres- 
byterian church, Oelwein, Ia., uses a monthly 
calendar announcement, printed. on a card in 
colors. The general services are given but 
topics are not announced. Holes are punched 
in the upper edge for hanging the card on the 
wall. 


Rev. Craig S. Thos gives some good ad- 
vicesto ministers who read the Baptist Stand- 
ard. An article filling more than a page is 
summed up: “Load. Aim. Fire. Clean your 
gun.” The latter.is well put. It means dis- 
card old sermons. ° The preacher’s mental 
growth is to be measured by the rapidity with 
which he outgrows his sermons. Of loading 
the gun he says: “The preacher should have 
in his study several versions of the Bible. The 
more the better. Posibly he should read most 
the one that he likes least, in order that his 
mind may be bumped out of its ruts, and 
started upon new lines of investigation. As 
to books in general, one often receives most 
mental stimulus from those with whose 
authors he least agrees. Simply to read what 
we approve is to rock ourselves to mental 
sleep. But read we must. It is the loading 
of the gun,” 


The “tent” erected in Chicago by the Lay- 
man’s Evangelistic Council for the Torry meet- 
ings reminds one of the “tents” now so com- 
mon at Methodist camp meetings. It has a 
solid floor of planed and matched lumber and 
walls of the same kind without cracks. The 
atmosphere of a real tent is given by the long 
rows of poles and the canvass roof which they 
uphold, which is double. Heat is supplied by 
big steam radiators. A friendly critic says 
nobody will freeze or drown, but the six 
thousand people who crowd the tent are in 
danger of suffocation from lack of air, 


“Tarry under the Clock” accompanied by the 
picture of a clock, set at 12.15 the meeting 
hour, is the distinctive feature of a card used 
in advertising the “Stranger’s Bible class” of 
Tremont Temple, taught by the associate pas- 
tor, Rev. C. W. Parker. 


The Second Presbyterian church of Cleve- 
land, O., has a nice way of obtaining use of 
regular pews for strangers. Pew holders are 
asked to sign a card giving the ushers per- 
mission to use their pews if not occupied by 
11.10 Sunday morning. 


A remarkable religious awakening, led by 
Evangelist William A Sunday, is being en- 
joyed by the churches of Muscatine, Iowa. 
The special meetings have closed and the evan- 
gelist has gone to other fields, but the work 
still goes on. The revival is given in figures 
by a writer in the Religious Telescope: Num- 
ber of days duration, 36; total number of con- 
verts, 3,579; collection for Sunday, $5,611.23; 
expenses of the revival (estimated), $4,500 : 
collections and subscriptions for the expenses, 
$4,804.50; number of meetings addressed by 
the evangelist, 74; total attegdance at taber- 
nacle, 180,000; total number of cottage prayer 
meetings, 468: attendance at these, 4,000; cost — 
of saving one soul by Sunday methods, $2.63. — 


Religious Review of Reviews 
A new committee has been appointed by the 
. Presbyterians to look into the matter of “de- 
fections in church membership,” hoping to dis- 
cover the causes, if possible and to provide a 
remedy. Several thousand preachers of all 
denominations will be interested in the dis- 
coveries and conclusions of this committee. 


_ The Christian Endeavors are making a 
supreme effort to raise $500,000 for an inter- 
national headquarters building. The first effort 
was to ask all Endeavors all over the world to 
give 25 cents each for this purpose, and about 
$50,000 was raised in this way. It meant a 
slow campaign, however, and a new plan has 
been formed. It is’ known as the Christian 
Endeavorer Builders Union, and the officers 
are the same as the officers of the United So- 
cieties. The building fund was divided into 
100,000 shares, at $5 each. Dr. Clark has taken 
1,000 shares, and many others have been dis- 
posed of. Rev. R. P. Anderson has been put 
in the field as superintendent of the union. A 
movement with a man behind it is generally 
a success, but when three such men as Dr. 
Clark, president; William Shaw, treasurer, 
and Mr. Anderson, superintendent, back of a 
movement it is sure to win. : 


Advocates of universal peace tell us that war 
and militarism impose a burden of $34,633,- 
164,406 on the twenty-three organized gov- 
ernments of the world. The interest on this 
vast sum is over a billion dollars a year. We 
will let some body else figure out how many 
boys this sum would educate, how many pen- 
sions it would afford for old people, how many 
colleges it would endow, how many churches 
it would build, how many humanitarian in- 
stitutions of all kinds it would support in per- 
petuity. It looks as if this vast sum would 
abolish pauperism and ignorance all over the 
earth if used in the right direction. 


As a result of religious services held in the 
state reform school at Morganza, Pa., by Rev. 
J. W. McKay, a Presbyterian clergyman, 215 
young people were converted, and 200 were 
baptized. The Presbyterian church of Can- 
-onsburg, Pa.. Rev. J. M. Work, pastor, re- 
ceived the new converts into membership. 
Bible classes have been organized and are reg- 
ularly attended. Several of the young men 
have expressed a desire to become ministers. 
A noteworthy feature of this remarkable re- 
vival is that Mr. McKay had the co-operation 
of the Roman Catholic chaplain of the insti- 
tution. The work was done with the greatest 
emphasis on quiet, meditative consideration of 
duty; even the singing was restricted lest it 
might work up emotional excitement. 


Writing in the Boston Transcript on the 
work of the late David Masson, Dr. E. Charl- 
ton Black says: “The differentia of a great 
teacher is that he tells you what to do; of a 
small one that he tells you what not to do.” 
Thus you can tell a really great preacher when 
you hear him. He deals in affirmation instead 


-is child-training. 


Dr. J. W. Dawson in his new book, “A 
Prophet of Babylon” which by the way has 
offended some of his American admirers, 
seems to teach that American ministers are 
so tightly bound “with a chain of gold,” that 
they dare not preach the truth. On the other 
hand Dr. Lyman Abbott says that the laymen 
in the American churches are more liberal 
than the ministers, and that they take issue 
with the ministry because it is not progressive 
and outspoken. It all depends on the way the 
minister goes about it. No man whether rich 
or poor, relishes mere vituperation in the pul- 
pit, but it is safe to say that any pastor who 
discusses the vital religious problems of the 
hour with intelligence and sanity will com- 
mand a respectful hearing. It is egotism, un- 
supported charges, and lack of discrimination 
in discussing problems that vitally concern 
men, and ‘not “the truth” that causes some 
pastors to be “crucified.” 


It isn’t always easy to introduce another 
speaker in just the right way, as many a 
speaker has realized to his sorrow. For clarity, 
sanity and brevity the-best thing of the kind 
we have seen for a long time was the way in 
which Dr. McElveen, pastor of the Shawmut 
church, Boston, introduced Rev. Stelzle, to a 
large audience in the Shawmut ‘church: 

“Philemon was a Christian man and the 
owner of a slave by the name of Onesimus, 
who was also a Christian man. But the rela- 
tion existing between them, that of master 
and slave, was not Christian. So the modern 
employer may be a Christian man. The mod- 
ern laborer may also be a Christian man. But 
the relation between them is not yet Christian. 
It is Mr. Stelzle’s work to interpret the church 
to the labor union and the labor union to the 
church. The kingdom of heaven consists not 
alone in making Christians of men and women, 


_but also in Christianizing the social and eco- 


nomic relations existing between them.’ 


The Wortp Evancet for March 


The subject of the March World Evangel 
It arraigns teachers and 
parents who judge a child as if he were a 
small adult. 

If you are doing this and don’t want to 
be disturbed better not read it. I have 
asked you to subscribe for The World 
Evangel during the past two months be- 
cause there was something that would help 
you in your work. Those who have not re- 
sponded to that surely won’t pay for an 
issue devoted to child training. But I will 
print a thousand extra copies of the March 
number for missionary work, and any 
preacher may have a copy for a 2-cent 
stamp. 

There are other good things in the March 
number—one special feature being a letter 
by Timothy, Stand-by on the graded lesson 
question—it’s instructive and amusing, as 
Josh Billings used to say of his lectures. 

Possibly you are taking some live Sunday 
School magazine—not merely a lesson help. 
If so, the need of The Evangel is not so _ 
great, but if not, just squander 2 cents on 
the March Evangel. F. M: Barton, Pub- 
lisher, Cleveland, O. & 


275 


« 


Prayer “Meeting Topics 
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The Kind of Leaders He Chose, Mark 3:13-19, 

TI. What was the object of Jesus in gather- 
ing about him a body of men like the Twelve? 
Mark 1:14-17. Luke 6:11-13, 

H; How far was his choice of these men 
based upon his previous acquaintance with 
them? John 1:35-52. Mark 2:13, 14. 

Ill, How far did he depend upon his 
knowledge of human nature in selecting them? 
a a 25; 6:70, 71; Luke 5:5, 10, 27, 29; 


IV. What is there to show that he felt the. 


need of divine guidance as well? Luke 6:12, 13. 

V. What kind of material were they to be- 
gin with? 

Vi. How did he expect to transform them 
into efficient leaders? 

VII. Who were the leaders among the 
apostles? Mark 5:37; Matt. 17:1; 26:37, 

‘VII. Were they men very much alike? 

IX. What was the meaning of the sur- 
names he gave them? 

X,. Which of the apostles do you admire 
most? 

XI. How many of them do we know noth- 
ing about? 


XII, How does this happen? 
XIII. How do you account for the choice 


of Judas? 


His Philosophy of Life, Matt, 5:1-12. 

I. To whom did Jesus speak the Beatitudes? 

II, How do we-«know they’ represent his 
ideas on how men should live? 

Ill, Can-you repeat, them? 

IV. Is being “poor in spirit” the beginning 
of religious life or the fruit of Christian ex- 
perience? 

How can a person be said to “possess” 
the Kingdom of Heaven? 

VI, What kind of “mourning” does Jesus 
refer to in the second Beatitude? Ps. 51 21,2. 


Vil. How shall such persons be “com- 
forted ?” 
VIII. Why are “meek men” unpopular? 


IX, What is the true definition of meek- 
ness? Matt, 11:29, 

X. What is the meaning of the’ promise 
“they shall inherit the earth?” 

XI. What is righteousness? 

XU. What should be our attitude toward 
_ righteousness? 

» XIII. What reward does it have to offer? 

XIV. What is the difference between the 
generous and the merciful man? 


XV. From whom will they receive mercy? 

XVI. Can a man ever hope to be pure in 
heart? 

XVIT. How can such life be cultivated? 

XVIII, When shall they see God? 


XIX. Why does the living of stich a life 
invariably expose a person to some sort of 
reproach or persecution? 

His Relation to Mankind, 
Matt. 7:21-27; 11 :25-30, 

I. By what title does Jesus say men will 
eventually come to address him? 

Il, Tn what sense did he believe they would 
eal him Lord, Lord? 


~ 
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III. Would this assertion seem like the. 
height of presumption when it was first 
spoken ? 

IV. What kind of work does he say men 
will be able to do in his name? 

V. How could any man dream of conferrtlig 
such authority on men? 

VI. How much ,importance did he attach 
to his own sayings? 
VII. Why did he believe his words carried 

such weight with them? John 12:44-50. 

VIII. How far has time justified his con- 
fidence in his teachings? Matt. 24:35. 

IX. Does he make the elaim that he will 
be the judge of all men? 

X. What right had he to indulge in any 
such belief as this? 

XI. How far does he claim the right to 
decide the question of men’s entrance into the 
Kingdom of God? 

XII. What relation did he claim ne God 
that justifies all these assertions? 

XIII. Has history proven his claim that he 
alone could make men know God? 

XIV. How far did he believe he was suf-~ 
ficient in himself to meet the needs of men? 

XV. Are we able to prove that any of 
these relations he claims to men are false? 

XVI.. What is our immediate duty in the 
light of these facts? 


His Universal Sympathy. Luke 7 :2-17. 


TY. What trouble was this Centurion in? ‘ 

Il. What encouraged him to send to Jesus 
for help? 

Ill, What did his friends tell Jesus about 
him? 

IV. How did they expect these things would 
influence him? 

V. What did the man have to say about 
himself? 

VI. What was it that really drew out the 
sy mpathy of Jesus’ for him? 

VII, Why does Luke add that this ex- 
perierice at Nain occurred on the next day? 

VIII, What made this funeral unusually 
distressing ? 

IX. Why did Jesus stop to speak to this 
poor widow in her sorrow? 

X. Would there seem> to be very much 
sympathy in his words “weep not?” : 

XI. Why did he speak to her in this way? 


XII. How did he show his power over 
death? 
XIII. What comfort can widowed mothers 


find in this story? 

XIV. How far does Jesus express the 
feelings of God in his expressions of sympathy 
for those in trouble? 


DURATION OF ETERNITY. 


“Eternity,” said the: _exhorter, who wanted 
to make things clear, “is forever and fous 
and five and six everlastings on to that, — 
Why, brothers and sisters, after malitons and > 
billions of centuries had rolled away in olnes = 
_ , it would salt bea hundred thousand : 
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HOMILETIC DEPARTMENT 


: BY REV, G. B. F, HALLOCK, D, D. 


The Uncooked Game 
Rev. M, A, Matthews, D, D., Seattle, Wash. 


Text: “The slothful man roasteth not that 
which he took in hunting.” Prov, 12:27, 
‘Slothfulness is a crime. It is the father of 
poverty, the generator of disease and the in- 
cubator of social corruption. 

The text means the slothful man will not 

even start or drive the game that is willing 
to go into his net, Again, he is too indolent 
to go for the game killed by his arrow, or to 
fasten the game caught in his net, It also 
reveals the fact that he is too lazy to prepare, 
cook, or preserve or eat the game hag even 
taken, What more vivid picture of innate 
laziness could be found than this one painted 
by Solomon? It is applicable to every sphere 
and walk in’ life. 
- Paul said the hardest thing about and laid 
down the most strict rule governing the sloth- 
ful man, He said such a man should be fed 
in proportion to his efforts to produce; that 
if he did not work, he should not be per- 
mitted to eat, If the slothful were left to 
themselves they would certainly starve to 
death, for they never have and never will 
produce anything unless compelled to do so. 
Pherefore, society should not feed, or in any 
way tolerate the slothful. ‘There is no excuse 
for idleness and nq idle man, be he rich or 
poor, should be respeeted, tolerated or per- 
mitted in society, 

Let us see how this same rule and law 
apply to the slothful minister, to the -lazy 
chureh member and to the indifferent church 
attendant, 

1. SLOTHIFUL MINISTERS, 

Laziness is doing more to destroy the power 
of ministers than anything else. There are 
very few immoral preachers if the world, All 
of the immoral ones are known and are held 
up to the world by the morbid, debased curios- 
ily of yellow readers and yellow writers, Far 
Jess than one-half of one per cent, of all 
the preachers of the world are immoral, Of 
course, there ought not to be a single immoral 
preacher in the world, but sad, though, true, 
oceasionally an immoral man slips into the 


pulpit. However, he is soon discovered, pun- . 


ished and ostracised, It is not immorality 
that is cursing the pulpit, but laziness. 

It is dishonest to be lazy, and the minister 
commits a sin who permits -himself to be 
slothful, Nevertheless it is true thousands of 
ministers are failures because they are too 
slothful to drive the game into their nets, go 
after the game when wounded by their arrows, 
or to prepare or preserve the game captured 
by their efforts, 

The slothful minister seldom prepares a 
sermon of value, originality and force. In 
the matter of preparation, personal work, 
evangelistic efforts and spiritual progress, the 
lazy preacher is a wooden preacher, Sloth- 
fulness drives the minister into the habit of 
culling his sermons from encyclopedias, histo- 
ries and books. He may read incessantly and 


Best of Recent Sermons 


wher attempts to speak, his whole sermon is 
ericompassed between quotation marks because 
he has had hypodermic doses of eneyclopedia. 
He hag failed or refused, because of laziness, 
to cook the game he has taken. Indolence 
has prevented him from baking in his own 
oven that which he has read, studied, learned 
or observed. It is laziness that makes of the 
preacher “a sounding brass and tinkling 
eymbal,” 

Ile reads the vagaries, the heresies and the 
infamous “isms” of questionable writers and 
speakers, and repeats them in his sermons, 
because he is too lazy to study out their incon- 
sistencies; and, after he has repeated the 
vagaries and infamies of unsound writers, he 
then poses as a student and an advanced 
scholar. He should rather confess he has 
been too lazy to cook the game laid before 
him, and, because of his slothfulness, has 
failed to study out the fundamental truths of 
Almighty God and exclude the heresies and 
vagaries, 

Whenever you see a dead pulpit and a dead 
chureh, you may rest assured that the death 
was produced, to an extent, by the laziness 
of the preacher, A lazy preacher ought to 
be forced to resign, 


If, LAZY CHURCH MEMBERS, 


A sermon is preached for the purpose of 
instructing and building into the perfect Chris- 
tian faith the hearers. It is impossible to 
make a sermon out of anything save, the Gos- 
pel of Jesus Christ. When men go outside of 
the Gospel of Jesus Christ and preach the 
writings and books of fallen men, they are 
not preachers, They are just common lay 
essayists, Therefore, the purpose of a ser- 
mon being to build the hearers into the faith 
of Jesus Christ, it is incumbent upon the hear- 
ers to study the Gospel as laid down in the 
sermon, and enforeed and corroborated by the 
Scriptures, It is the duty of the hearers to 
listen, to receive, to appropriate and to practice 
the truths of the Gospel of Jesus Christ as 
preached in and by a gospel minister. 

Very often you hear the compliment, “that 
was a beautiful,” or “a good sermon,” Min- 
isters do not want such vain platitudes or 
empty compliments paid them. The only com- 
pliment that can be paid a Gospel sermon is 
for its hearers to practice its truths and to 
put its principles into daily operation, 

Laziness has struck the pews, and the aver- 
age listener goes away too lazy to cook the 
game that has been laid before him by the 
studious, faithful minister. Very few pew- 
holders are industrious enough to go home 
and study the Bible and see whether or not 
the sermon is founded upon the principles God 
has laid down in his eternal word. The only 
way to study the sermon is to study it in the 
light of Scriptural investigation, and the only 
way to study the Bible is to study it by daily 
searching its truths and meditating upon its 
doctrines. The average member is too laz 
or is too much engrossed in the affairs of this ~ 
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world to study the Bible in this manner. What 
is the result?- All kinds of “isms” creep into 
the church because laziness has prevented con- 
sistent, persistent and thorough Bible study. 

This same course of laziness has retarded 
peace and righteousness. A great deal said 
to-day about the establishment of peace is 
nothing more nor less than ‘the effusion of 
laziness. There is no peace outside of right- 
eousness or that is not the product of right- 
eousness. Peace will come after hard toil, 
prolonged struggle and bloody battle. The 
peace that follows a righteous contest is per- 
manent, but the peace that comes as a result 
of passivity, is the child of- laziness and will 
breed corruption. 

Again, the progress of righteousness has 
been retarded. Men are too much engrossed 
in the affairs of this world or~they are too 
lazy to get angry. When you talk about inves- 
tigating municipal corruption, political bribery 
or grafting on the part of officials, you are 
immediately met with the interference, with 
the laziness and with the selfishness of men. 
The game is laid at their doors. It could be 
cooked and forever canned in the peniten- 
tiaries, but men are too lazy to get angry 
enough to, prosecute the evil-doers. Facts, 
figures and evidence have been produced, but 
laziness, indifference and corruption have pre- 
vented the cooking of the game. It is impos- 
sible to hold anybody responsible for the lack 
of progress righteousness is making, except 
so-called Christian church members. They 
hear sermons on righteousness; they listen to 
the exposition of the Gospel; they are sup- 
posed to be the custodians of morality; and, 
if laziness has settled upon them, progress is 
manacled with chains and bound with ever- 
lasting fetters. ; 

Ill. INDIFFERENT CHURCH ATTENDANTS. 

The final object of everyssermon is to reach 
the unsaved and bring them to conviction of 
sin, of righteousness, and of judgment to come. 
People attend church, listen to the sermon 
and go away too indifferent to repent. They 
never apply the truths of the sermon fo their 
own acts, lives and conduct. I talk every 
Sabbath to wicked men and unsaved women 
who are going out of church, and perhaps will 
attend some other church next Sunday, and on 
and on they will go, continuing the endless 
chain of church-visiting, and, remain too lazy 
to apply the truths to their own hearts and 
consciences. 

The object of this sermon is to bring to 
every sinner the question of personal salva- 
tion. Therefore. the sermon should be re- 
ceived by the sinner, studied, digested and 
assimilated in order that it may become a part 
of himself. Slothfulness prevents such a re- 
ception of the sermon. Men listen to it as 
df it were simply for their entertainment and 
not for their instruction and conviction. 

I have but one object in presenting the 
truth of Christ and his crucifixion; namely, the 
salvation of the unsaved in the audience ad- 
dressed. The prayer in the preparation of 
the sermon is that it may reach the hearts of 
‘the unregenerate; the effort in the delivery 
is to convict the mind and conscience of each; 
and the prayer following its delivery will be 
fhat it may result in the salvation of every 
one who has listened. God forbid that any 
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one should yield to the influence of slothful- 
ness and refuse to apply that which is brought 
to him in the Gospel message with a prayer 
and with a benediction. 


The White Man’s Burden 


A STUDY IN THE LARGER PATRIOT- 
ISM OF THE KINGDOM OF GOD. 


Rev. George R. Dickinson, D. D., Zanesville, O. 


Text: “We that ‘are strong ought to bear 
the infirmities of the weak, and not to please 
ourselves.” Romans 15:1. 


This radical Christian ideal has more than 
once of late years been laid upon the con- 
science of the Anglo-Saxon. Wm. J. Bryan 
made it weighty in his memorable address at 
London just'a year ago. Before him Rudyard 
Kipling had voiced the message. Before Kip- 
ling many a preacher of righteousness had 
proclaimed the truth. Back of all, was the 
gospel of Christ, who “pleased not himself;” 
who “bore our infirmities;’ “who died that 
we should no longer live unto ourselves,” but 
unto him to the glory of God the Father 

It was the kingdom of might into which 
this gospel sounded; a world which lived for 
itself, each man, and each power seeking its 
own, at any cost to the other. The divinity 
of the message and spirit is proved in part, by 
the fact that it has taken two thousand years 
for human nature, with its natural tendencies, 
to embody it, in any general or racial sense. 

I. NATIONS LEARNING THE SPIRIT OF SACRIFICE. 

Men have died for other men, but never 
until recent years have nations borne the in- 
firmities of another people. The vision of the 
Christian obligation of peoples, as well as of 
individuals, is recent. : 

Kipling and Bryan are but voices in the 
wilderness: “Prepare ye the way of the Lord!” 
“Behold your king draweth nigh!” The fact 
of their message is evidence that the Chris- 
tian consciousness is becoming so pervasive 
and corporate that the kingdom of Christ can 
be perceived. : 

The strong nations are the Christian nations, 
and among these the strongest, because the 
most Christian, are the Northern, or white 
races. The “Whité Man’s Burden,” therefore, 
is the strong man’s, the Christian man’s obli- 
gation. 

Some question whether the white man has 
the moral integrity and strength and spiritual 
impulse of disinterestedness to serve and raise 
the weaker races. Dr. Sidney Gulick, in his 
book, “The White Peril in the Far East,” 
says? 2.0 .™ 

“Tn the year 1888 it was confidently believed 
that Japan would be Christian by the end of 
the century. But there came a_ reaction 
brought about largely by the return of many 
Japanese who had gone abroad to study. They 
brought back reports of the religious and 
moral conditions of Christendom that aston- 
ished those who had supposed that “Christian 
lanes” were Christian in deed, as well as in 
word. They told of the hideous forms of 
licentiousness rampant in New York, London, 
Paris, Berlin. It was often publicly stated that 
Christianity was a failure in our so-called 
‘Christian nation’ and others. ‘Why 
so powerless a gospel for Japan?’” 
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The situation has changed somewhat since 
then. Japanese Christians are now going to 
India to correct the misapprehension that 
Christianity is a failure in Japan. The Japan- 
ese mind is learning to discriminate between 
the essentially Christian, and the unchristian 
acts of much of our citizenship. The truth 
and beneficence of Christianity is commending 
itself in Christian civilization as a whole, in 
Christian missions, and in the splendid Chris- 
tian characters: who have lived among them. 
Christianity is not all mockery, even in view 
of much of the dishonesty and chicanery of 
white commercialism and diplomacy. 

The weaknesses of so-called Christian na- 
tions were never more apparent than to-day, 
and the supposed weaker races are not wholly 
illogical in distrusting us. And yet more and 


more the truth of life and moral strength are 


with the Christian nations. 
Il. POWER DEPOSITED ON TRUST FOR THE WORLD. 


It is not brute strength, not superiority of 
numbers, nor, in view of Japan’s recent vic- 
tories, skill in mechanical appliances, which 
gives white races their superiority. The Tetu- 
tonic and Anglo-Saxon mind in itself is not 
keener or stronger than that of other races; 
but it has been enlarged and built up, and 
given moral content, by the tutelage of the 
Christian faith, until, in its consciousness and 
expression of moral character and obligation 
it is the superior force in the world. There 
is no room for race pride in this, but only for 
eat Rig in the grace of God received through 

rist. 


And this, not because of superior goodness ~ 


on our part, but because of God’s selection for 
service, because God could best reach and 
help other men through us. This was the 
purpose of the Hebrew Abraham’s call—that 
all the nations might be blest in him; that is 
the purpose also of the Anglo-Saxon’s call,— 
to help establish the Kingdem of Christ on 
earth. As compared with heathen races there 
can be no question about equipment to do this 
work. We have more of the Bible, and in 
consequence more of the Christian motive and 
guidance, and of the instrumentalities of moral 
life. The very possession points to the ser- 
vice to which we are called. 

With this deposit of truth, and under this 
obligation we cannot longer, without conscious 
guilt, oppress and exploit weaker men. We 
must livé out that which, to a greater or less 
degree, has come to possess us. Mr. Bryan 
said that the blessings which Christian nations 
are bound to carry to the rest of the world 
are: “Education, knowledge of the science of 
government, arbitration as a substitute for 
war, appreciation of the dignity of labor, and 
a high conception of life.’ Under this last in 
particular he says: 

“The orient needs a conception of life which 
recognizes ind®idual responsibility to God, 
teaches the brotherhood of man, and measures 
greatness by the service rendered.” 


Ill, THE LIFTING OFF OF HUMAN BURDENS. 


Thus is outlined the white man’s, the strong 
man’s, the Christian man’s burden—to bear, 
or lift off the infirmities, the weakness of 
mind, body, spirit, relation of the unchristian 


= races. : 
___ This is England’s duty in Africa and India. 
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Let us admit that, with large measure of pur- 
pose and success, she is doing it. It has not 
been the policy of English statesmanship to 
hold in subjection by mere force, but to give 
such liberty and promote such development as 
is possible’ And with English reign, in all 
recent generations, have gone the gospel and 
Christian missions. It is true that there are 
dark pages in English history, selfish conquest, 
unchristian administrators, undue suppression 
of liberties, and the continuance of such evils 
as-the opium trade. But none the less the 
missionarjes tell us that everywhere in the 
world the English sway is most conducive to 
order, justice, education, and Christian 
missions. 

Russia yet rules with a heavy and bloody 
hand. Germany, in her world relations, is yet 
dominated *by militarism and commercialism, 
and is lacking at home in the fruits of democ- 
racy and evangelical Christianity. France, 
while making progress in democracy and re- 
ligious liberty, is yet under the spell of world- 
glory, and weakened by infidelity and immor- 
ality. Of the growing Pacific and Christian 
purpose of the English people, however, there 
is little doubt. But even England still needs 
the call of the Spirit to the white man’s burden. 

But what she needs we also, of America, 
need. The recognition of the call will help us 
to cure some of our own most grievous publie 
and private evils. < 

The present moral awakening in our na- 
tional life may, perhaps, be traced back to the 
call to foreign missions, which came in the 
early part of the last century, the call and 
education of the nation to its obligation to 
weaker peoples. The historian of the future 
will give more space to the inner development 
of our national life through the awakening of 
a world consciousness in the movement begun 
for Christian missions. Added to this was 
that other and kindred, but more national ex- 
pression, in recent years, in the Spanish war, 
when America was called to suffer for Cuba. 
Such a summons and such an answer could 
not but react upon the character and con-~ 
science of the land. 


IV. CALLED TC CONSECRATED SERVICE. 


Any people thus called of God, must have 
seen the need of purification and equipment. 
In this process the Christian Church and min- 
istry, the public press of the nobler sort, the 
school and the Christian college, and Christian 
statesmen, like John Hay, have had much to 
do. Not all of the nation was ready, or is 
yet ready or fit to do this service. Many are 
not yet Christian, and do not see any obliga- 
tion to other races; many are still selfish in 
the thought, for instance, of the Philippine 
people, desiring no legislation for their good, ~ 
but seeking selfish financial advantage at their 
expense. But with the eyes of the world upon - 
us, and with the missions to others which 
God is laying upon us, we are throwing off 
our weights, and some of our easily besetting 


sins, and by the grace of God, shall become ~ 


fitted for our destiny of service. 

Kipling’s Recessional, “Lest we forget,” has 
been a reminder to us, not less than to the 
English, We are taking the warning and 
listening of God’s call through the world’s’ 
need. We shall become strong, by God’s 


, oe 


grace, to help bear, or lift off the burdens 
of the world. — 

Did. anyone ever dream of “such a mission 
and glory for this country? There have been 
dreams and prophecies of this land as the re- 
fuge of the oppressed, as the Utopia of liberty, 
dreams and prophecies, too, of wealth, and 
prosperity and tremendous power; but who has 
ever anticipated for this people a world-wide 
mission, as the greatest power for peace and 
Christian progress? Yet this was in God’s 
thought, for it has already come to pass in 
large measure. 

No glory in conquest, no pride of wealth or 
prosperity could ever equal the honor of peace- 
ful power and moral leadership to which we, 
as a people, have come. 

We must not forget that jt is God-given, 
and for a divine and beneficent end. Let us not 
think that it is the result merely of extensive 
and richly endowed domain, or of unusual 
mental abilities, and therefore the result of 
natural forces and causes. Natural advan- 
tages and virile human qualities, reinforced 
by some of the best blood of the Old World, 
have done their part, but these have had their 
power developed under the guidance of God 
and the leadership of the spirit of Christian- 
ity. We are being fitted if we will, for a large 
service of establishing a “republic of God,” 
the kingdom of Christ on earth. We that are 
strong, or becoming morally strong, as a 
Christian nation, ought to bear the infirmities 
of the weak, both within our own borders and 
beyond. 

V. Duties both near and far. 

- We have much to do of a vicarious nature 
in our own land. There are those of our own 
people who are weak through physical in- 
firmity, ignorance, and error of mind, and 
moral delinquency. The dependent, the illiter- 
ate, the criminal, and the irreligious classes 
are all tod large. And added to this is the 
fact of racial diversity,—white, black, yellow, 
red, brown, mingled together. The problem 
within our own borders would seem stupend- 
ous. Yet it was evidently prepared by God, 
and is possible of solution. To a prayerful, 
willing people, there is, by God’s help, no 
problem of race, of industry, of social life, 
of politics or government béyond solving. 

By God’s help we can’ not only settle our 
own problems, we can, at the same time, serve 
the world at large. And we are under call 
and obligation to do that now. Notice this 
fact, if you will. There are those that say 
the oppressed. But such an answer would 
we have enough to do at home,—albeit they 
are not always among those who do the most. 
We hear the cry: “Why meddle in foreign 
affairs? Why send our missionaries? Let 
us keep to ourselves; we have work enough 
to do at home.” It is the cry of selfishness. 
Even if honest in any case, it is not God’s 
thought for us. He is calling now, and laying 
upon us the obligation now, and offering help 
and guidance now, to do a world-wide work, 
and at the same time Christianize our own 
people. 

We are too small in our thought of His 
plan, too lacking in faith and courage, too 
laggard in our duty, too niggardly in the use 
of our resources. We shall grow and meet 
our destiny, both as individuals and as a 
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people, only as we respond to the call to serve, 
even to the uttermost parts of the earth. 
‘Yhere are men and women: enough, and re- 
sources enough to do all that God wants. 
Samuel Mills’ immortal words, under the hay- 
stack in Williamstown, Mass., a hundred years 


~ ago, “We can, if we will!”—suggest all that is 


lacking. We must each of us do our part to 
help—The Interior. 


A Man with a Handicap 


Rev. G, D. Bayne, B. “A., Ph. D, 
Pembroke, Canada. 

Text: “As for Ishmael, I have heard 
thee; Behold I have blessed him, and will 
make him fruitful, and will multiply him ex- 
ceedingly ; twelve princes shall he beget, and 
I will make him a great nation.” Gen. 17:20, 

Ishmael entered life’s race under a handi- 
cap. It was impressed upon him at his birth, 
nay, by the fact of his birth. The conditions 
under which he ran that race were fixed for 
him before he was born. He-was not con- 
sulted about them. He was not responsible 
for them. Yet there they were, and they handi- 
capped him. Which way he turned were dis- 
abilities, discouragements and hindrances, 

He himself was the fruit of unbelief. His 
existence was due to Sarah’s impatience and 
distrust of God’s promise. God had promised 
that Abraham and Sarah should become. the 
progenitors of a great nation and that in them 
all nations of the earth should be blessed. 
practical distrust of this promise, Abraham, 
Sarah and Hagar entered into a compact which 
was responsible for Ishmael’s existence. So 
that he was the fruit of unbelief. We should 
leave both the end and the way to the end in 
God’s hands and trust him where we cannot 
trace him. 

The conditions of Islrmael’s birth were dis- 
creditable even in that age. He was indeed 
the scion of a patriarch but he was also the 
son of a heathen maid. 

Egyptian blood flowed in his veins. This 
not only debarred him from the privileges 


and advantages of the covenant people, but it_ 


also gave to his character that restless, rov- 
ing, pleasure-loving disposition by which he 
was known. 

Then, there wefe domestic troubles of which 
his existence was the prime cause. 

Now this: was the predicament of Ishmael, 
innocently to a degree, it is true. Yet when 
he had grown to be a youth of sixteen it be- 
came evident that the patriarchal home would 
be broken up unless this wayward half breed 
and his mother were sent away, and away they 
were sent accordingly. 

Once more it was predicted of Ishmael, 
(Gen. 16:12). “And he shall be as a wild ass 
among men; his hand shall be against every 
man, and every man’s hand against him.” 
Whether this conditional attitude toward hu- 
manity was kereditary or voluntarily assumed, 
or both. makes little difference. It is an 
awkward and unenviable reputation for any 
man to get—that of being a mere fighter 

Now all this was a heavy handicap under 
which to enter on life’s race. It was a fear- 
ful load to carry. What could he do? As 
far as man’s philosophy could direct, the only 
thing to do was to shoulder 
manfully forward, ‘ 
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the load and go_ 
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_ I. This suggests the remark that many en- 
~ ter life’s race handicapped. 

That is the fact. Account for it as we may 
or-draw from it what inferences we choose, 
there is the fact. The infant that has done 
no evil inherits evil. Innocent human beings 
come into the world, bringing with them the 
most terrific downward tendencies. 

1. Bad traits and good traits descend by in- 
heritance, and “the child cannot help it.” Why 
then, does the child suffer? That question 
I shall answer later. 

2. Here is another, born amid surround- 
ings from which no good can be looked for. 
The atmosphere of his youth is laden with im- 
purity and profanity. Honor and honesty are 
there unknown—poverty and ignorance are the 
heritage of this unfortunate. And yet this 
child comes as innocently to this awful in- 
heritance as does yours or mine to a better lot. 

3. Another comes innocently by a dishon- 
ored name. It is no fault of his or hers. But 
one day the dread fact is thrust upon the mind 
of happy, guileless childhood, and the little 
heart of youth seems suddenly to turn to stone. 

4. Another is born to poverty—to clean, 
honest, poverty, but poverty which hinders 
development, which clips the wings that would 
soar, and takes out of life its poetry. 

Yet another is born to wealth, which is 
the next worse thing to poverty; to wealth 
with all the subtle temptations which it brings 
in its train. It is a dire misfortune to inherit 
by birth a condition in which work is not a 
* necessity. You cannot raise men without work- 
ing them. You may make humpy-backed bicy- 
clists and Sabbath-breaking dudes, but not 
men. 

These are notorious facts. We cannot an- 
swer all the questions that may be asked about 
them. Throw two men up in the air; one 
lights on his feet, the other on his head. Why? 
That is the question. Some are more favor- 
ably equipped than others. Why? That is 
still the question. 

Il. Now then, how are we to defend the 
divine government in view of these facts? 
Why are some men handicapped? Why do 
not all get an even chance? Is there un- 
righteousness with God? Let us see. 

1. God makes allowances and compensation 

for every handicap. 

’ He did so in the case of Ishmael. 

At that direst of ali passes was Hagar when 
God spake and said, “Fear not! for God hath 
heard the voice of the lad where he is. Arise, 
lift up the lad, and hold him in thine hand; 
for I will make him a great nation.” 

God makes allowances and compensation. 
God will do no injustice to any man.. And 
I declare to all who come freighted with dis- 
abilities, God is’ your friend. His grace will 
enable you to win in spite of all handicaps. 

2. Life’s handicaps are to be fought. 

And not to be made‘an excuse of for 
wrong doing. We do suffer through the laws 
‘of heredity; but the law of heredity belong 
-to virtue as much as to vice. 

But men make an excuse of heredity. “Like 
father, like son.” “The dead hand rules me. 
I was delivered to do it. It was born in me 
and how can I be blamed?” Not long ago 
f “Shapes man looked up into my face and asked, 
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hat does society expect of a young man?” stands what is meant. 
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With trembling frame and bleared eyes he 
looked at me. I had spoken no word, but he 
felt my presence a rebuke and this was his 
defence, “What does society expect of a young 
man?” I might have told him that ~society 
expected a young man to keep himself clean 
and straight; that it looks for a_nobility and 
chivalry in him; that it expects him to employ 
his strength in the defense of the weak and 
to hurl his force between the oppressor and 
have been cruel, so I said, “What does society 
expect of a young woman? And can so- 
ciety expect less of a man? The dead hand 
rules you, does it? Well, a dead hand is no 
match for a living one.- Why not seize the 
dead hand with manhood’s grip of steel? 
Grapple with it. Grip it with the mailed fist 
of a living purpose and will, and not all the 
ghosts in> Hades can beat you.” Let your 
handicap be the point in life doubly guarded. 
“Tactics,” said General. Sherman, “is the art 
of being stronger at a given point.” Demos- 
thenes was handicapped. His ambition was to 
be an orator, and every thing seemed to be 
against him. But he fought the handicap; he 
contended against his advefse conditions, -and 
he won. He became the greatest orator of his 
day—if not, indeed, of any day. So, too, was 
Paul handicapped. In answer to his prayer, 
he did not get rid of the thorn in his flesh— 
the messenger of Satan sent to buffet him. 
But he obtained grace so as.to get along in 
spite of it and I have no doubt, even the thorn 
itself was used by God to the furtherance of 
the Gospel. Fight your handicap. Turn it to 
good account. God the Almighty is your friend. 


_And his grace is strenger than any blood- 


taint even though it have come down through 
the centuries from some of the scoundrels that 
crossed over to England with William the 
Conqueror. 

3. Finally, account will be taken of -every 
handicap in the final judgment. d 

We shall be judged according to our light 
and our works. Nothing can be fairer than 
that. The judge of all the earth will do right. 

And the conclusion of the whole matter is 
that God is worthy of confidence. We can 
trust him absolutely and completely. With ‘all 
that- we have, for time and eternity, let us 
trust Him; they trusted and He delivered them. 
They cried unto Him, and were delivered; they 
trusted in Him, and were not confounded. 


The Church a Family” (2 ae 
W. Frost, Bishop, D. D., St. Louis, sp 


Text: “Of whom the whole family in-hea- 
yen and earth is named.” Ephe. 3:15. 


Any woman that even made risen bread knew 
what the Saviour meant, when he said the 
kingdom of heaven was like “leaven that a 
woman took and hid in three measures of 
meal.” Any boy that ever set a hen and saw 
hér brood of chickens, knew what the Sav- 
jour meant, when he wept over Jerusalem and 
said: “How often would I have gathered thy 
children together, even as a hen gathered her 
chickens.” And, in the same way, when the 
Apostle spake of “our Lord Jesus_Christ, of 
whom the whole family in heaven and earth is 
named,” every mortal of woman born under- 
We may be ignorant of 


* 
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many things, but all of necessity know what 
the word “family” means. 

I. The Church is like a family, first of all, 
because membership in it is based upon birth. 
Men are born into the kingdom, as they enter 
a human family by birth. 

Some societies have an artificial basis. La- 
boring men join a union, whose basis is pro- 
tection. Men of taste join a society, to pro- 
mote culture in music or literature or letters. 
‘Patriots form parties in politics, to promul- 
gate principles they deem essential for the good 
of the State. All such societies have an arti- 
ficial basis; but the basis of the Church, like 
that of the family, is not artificial but natural. 
In the family you do not choose your brother, 
or your sister: they are yours by virtue of 
your birth. So of the Church of Christ. “Ex- 
cept a man be born again, he cannot see the 
kingdom of God.” All who are “born again” 
are members of this family, the houséhold of 
God: those who are not born of “water and the 
Spirit” are excluded from membership, no mat- 
ter what their profession may be. The basis 


“is birth—the first essential of membership. 


Il. The Church is like a family, again, be- 
cause it embraces such a variety of tempera- 
ments and characters. The father in the home 
is stern, the mother tender. One child is 
brave, and wants to become a soldier or sailor. 
Another child is timid and retiring. One may 
be melancholy by temperament, another cheer- 
ful. The love you bear to your sister is un- 
like that to your brother—to your mother un- 
like that you cherish for your father. Yet 
all these various temperaments are embraced 
in one and the same family. It is unity in 
variety. So also of the Church. One believer 


_ lives naturally in- his feelings: he loves to 


shout and sing, because he enjoys his relig- 
ion. Another believer lives in his imagination, 
or his love of the beautiful. He is by nature 
a poet. He belongs where the priest wears a 
robe, and where the choristers are in robes 
with processional and recessional choirs, where 
the windows are stained glass and, the up- 
holstering resembles the colors of the rain- 
bow and the worship is beautiful. He loves 
the gate of heaven, because it is made of pearl. 
Another believer, perhaps, lives in his con- 
science. His chief admiration is for law, gov- 
ernment, authority, sovereignty. So of the 
rest. All these various types of Christian 
character, glad or sad, intellectual or con- 
scientious or emotional or what not—all are 
embraced and find a normal place in the 
Church. The family reconciles and harmon- 
izes all varieties of natural temperament. So 
does the Church. But these two are the only 
societies able to accomplish this harmony. 
Ill. The Church is like a family, again, be- 
cause it embraces men in different conditions 
in life. The oldest brother of a family, for 
instance, entered the ministry. He will always 
‘be poor—in this world’s goods. The next in 
the family went to sea. All the hearts in the 
home go out after him, especially in time of 
war, in anxiety for his safety. The third boy 
became a merchant and grew rich, and now all 
members of the family look to him for counsel 
and advice in business matters. Possibly in 
the home there is an invalid sister. From birth 
she seemed to hover between life and death. 
Here, then, in this invalid all the affections 
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- tical power. 


centre. The rudest and roughest become gentle 


in her sick chamber. She is the best loved of 
the whole household, and most wept after at 
death, because of her affliction and her cross. 

In like manner, the members of the Church 
are found in every condition of life. 
est man in the world today is a member of the 
Church. No doubt also the poorest man in the 
world today is also a member of the Church. 
Some of her members sit on thrones: other 
members of the Church earn a hard living, 
stitch by stitch, in some garret room. There 
is no condition of eminence or obscurity that 
is not found in the Church among its members. 

IV. Also, it is noteworthy that the family 
constantly changes its form. Today all the 
children are in the nursery. Tomorrow they 
will begin to scatter. Soon they are all grown 
and all settled in life—some in one city and 
some in another. Presently all are dead, ex- 
cept one grayheaded man and a little worn-out 
woman, perhaps, the last remnant of a family 
that was once large, who meet now to weep 
over buried hopes and loved ones gone before. 
Families do not continue at one state. And 
so it is also with the Church. In the patriarchal 
age it had one form, in the days of King 
David another, at the time of the coming of 
Christ still another, in the days of Constan- 
tine a different form, in the age of Martin 
Luther another yet, and in our day a form it 
never had in all the past. As the form or 
outward condition of a family ever changes, 
so does the Church. We must not be sir- 
prised to have it so. * Nothwithstanding these 
changes, the spirit of the Church lives on from 
age to age, and its spirit is immortal and in- 
destructible. 

The locality cf a family may change. At 


‘one time they all lived in Scotland, perhaps. 


Today some liye in America, having crossed 
the Atlantic. So it is also with the Church. 
Our text says of the members of this family— 
“the whole family’—that some are in heaven 
and some upon the earth. Your father and 
mother are no more on earth. They are not 
lost to you. They are yet members of the 
family, named for our Lord Jesus Christ. 

“Part of the host have crossed the flood, 

And part are crossing now.” 

Indeed, by far the greater part of this 
family are not on earth at all. Saint Paul says 
they are in heaven. They have “crossed the 
narrow sea.” 

VY. Last of all, the Church is like a family 
is a national spirit—the spirit of Spain for ex- 
ample in contrast with that of Scotland—and 
as there is a characteristic spirit in every ar- 
my of troops—the spirit of the Crusades for 
example in contrast with that of Mohammed— 
so each household has a distinct dominant spirit 
that. gives it tone. In one family it may be 
the love of money, in another the love of show, 
in another the love of good living, and in 
another the love of military arms or of poli- 
So also it is with the great fam- 
ily—the household of God in heaven and on 
earth—the family named for “our Lord Jesus 
Christ.” It bas a distinct characteristic spirit. 
It is the spirit of Christ, the spirit of love. 
Remember the “new commandment” which He 
gave. “Love one another, as I have loved you.” 


All members of this household have the spirit 


of Christ. : 


) 
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A False Step and Its Consequences 
~ Rey. John Douglas Adam, D. D., Scotland. 

Text: “There was a famine in the land: 
and Abram went down into Egypt to sojourn 
there; for the famine was sore in the land... 
And ‘Abram went up out of Egypt, he and 
his wife, and all that he had, at with 
him, into the south.” Gen, 12:10; 

We have here the story of REE losing 
and finding his way again in life. 

I. I wish to speak, first of all, of Abraham’s 
false step. He was in the way of the Lord, 
He was in the land of Promise, He had mar- 
ried “for better, for worse, for richer, for 
poorer, in sickness and in health,” and the land 
was famine stricken, But it was still the land 
of God's promise. Ah, my friends, let us 
not forget that the way of the Lord is some- 
times “famine stricken,” according to the way 
and the estimate of the world, 

God is teaching us today to understand that 
the common conception of success is utterly 
false. If a business man, following his con- 
science and the Lord, finds his business dwind- 
ling away because he keeps a conscience, and 
carelessly says, “It is an expensive thing to 
keep a conscience, my competitor over there 
does so and so, and why shouldn't I?” There 
is “a famine in the land” that God has given. 
You are a woman in social life; you are not 
particularly popular, and it is not your fault. 
You try to be pleasant and cheerful; but you 
do not acquiesce in playing “bridge” for money, 
and that kind of thing, and therefore you are 
not popular, There is “a famine in the land.” 

Now, it was just here that Abraham found 
himself in the land of Promise, in the way of 
the will of God, His flocks were: dwindling. 
The grass was parched. But Egypt, with 
its overflowing Nile, with its material abun- 
dance, was open; “Let us go down in- 
to Egypt.” There was a famine in the 
soul of Abraham, and he threw over his se- 
curities in the hour of his panic, and “went 
down into Egypt.” You know that when there 
is a panic in Wall Street, a man gets to think- 
ing that his securities are worth little or noth- 
ing, and he throws them over for a song, until 
by and by, when the public mind becomes calm 
once more. he feels he has been a fool for sell- 
ing what was intrinsically valuable for little or 
nothing. And so it was with. Abraham; he 
parted with the purpose of God for the brief 
satisfaction of an hour, And that is what we 
do sometimes, 

You heard that your competitors were do- 
ing thus and so; and you said; “I don’t think 
it is right, but thy business will go to pieces 
if I don’t do it; I have got to do it in order 
to live. So here goes, ‘down to Egypt.” 
“Keep in the mart!” Or, a woman of con- 
victions who finds that there is a chilly atmos- 
phere in her circle, says: “I must surrender 
or I will be ostracized. I really cannot be so 
strict as all that, I do not believe in these 
things; but somehow or other for my own 
sake and my children’s sake, I must do it,” 
and ‘down to Egypt’ she goes, Is it not so? 

Mark you, the things which Abraham did 
were not wrong in themselves, as “going down 
to Egypt” was not wrong in itself{—but it was 
wrong for him, because he was in the covenant 
with . And 80, some of the things we do 


are not wrong in themselves, but they are 
wrong for us, because God has given us a 
clear light on the thing, Why, if Abraham 
had asked ninety-nine out a hundred persons 
whether it would be a wise thing for him to 
go down into Egypt, the answer would have 
been: “Certainly, do so by all means. It is 
the one sure thing to do.” And so with you. 
You consult with Christians on a certain mat- 
ter and they say: Do it at once. You can 
make your case sound perfectly plausible, and 
yet you know in your heart, in that inner 
chamber of life where you stand face to face 
with God, that it is wrong for you, and you 
stand in the secret chamber of your soul, a 
condemned man, for God has spoken. 


Il, Now, I want to speak, in the second 
place, of the action of Abraham, He “went 
down into;Egypt,” and the first thing that 
happened was that one sin led to another sin; 
the thing that was doubtful led on to the 
thing that was scandalous. We find the man, 
ere he got to the place, a branded liar. And 
that is the natural history of all sin. The ap- 
palling thing about sin is that no sin can 
stand in its individuality, It carries a brood 
with it by its own swift lightning momentum, 
and it leads to a hundred sins before we know 
where we are, Take, for example, a morning 
of your own life. You come down stairs, and 
you felt before you came down stairs that you 
ought to have studied your Bible; but you are 
anxious to see the stock market, The Bible 
is forgotten and the newspaper takes its place, 
The reading of the newspaper is, of course, 
perfectly legitimate, right and proper, but the 
point is this, you have been disobedient to God 
in the order in which it should be read. And 
what is the result? Before you know it, you 
get up from the breakfast table, have prob- 
ably lost your temper and said some hard 
things; and you go to your business without 
reading a word, and speak harshly to your 
clerks; and before long you are full of shame; 
you have been beaten and all because one 
doubtful act led to others, and at last they 
came.down upon you like an avalanche, crush- 
ing all the manhood in your soul, One thing 
lead to another. The consequences of Abra- 
ham's going down into Egypt, were, that first 
of all, that one sin fell hard on another, till 
he was startled by the sin committed in. his 
departure from God. Why, the man would 
never have dreamed when he first thought of 
going to Egypt of asking his wife to lie, and 
thus bring about the strange, tortuous cir- 
cumstances that gathered about him. 


2. And another consequence was the man’s 
tragic loneliness. It is not stated, but I read 
between the lines, I see Abraham down there 
in Egypt with no altar, I see him there with 
a sense of being a foreigner in a strange land 
surrounded by strange, mysterious things and 
the prosperity of the country seemingly mock- 
ing the unsteadiness of his soul, Oh, what 
a lonely man he was down in Egypt! I do 
not suppose he made a friend all the time. My 
friends, when we are false to God in our own 
souls, one of the tragic things is the awful 
solitude of our life. There are men who have 
made great business success,—and it is possi- 
ble to make great business sucess honestly, of 
course,—bat there are thousands who have 
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made great business successes; but down in 
their own souls they know they have not been 
honest, and they are the loneliest of men, 


Tell me, did you ever make a close friend 
in the days of your backsliding? You may 
have had many friends, but I tell you there was 
a partition between you and the other souls. 
The freshness of your husband’s love even was 
broken. The beauty of your friendship with 
fellow Christians was marred, because there 
had been a surrender on your part. And you 
were lonely.. O how many ‘men there are who 
would give all they have, if they could only 
bring back the days of nearness! They seem 
to be in the dark, as if everybody was far 
away from them, and they never get into close 
touch with anybody. They are strangers in 
their own street. Loneliness is the price of 
compromise in the soul, : 


3. Another element in the experience of 
Abraham, as a consequence of his false step, 
was that he lost the sense of the providence 
of God in his life. My friends, the joy of 
the Christian is that “whatever comes is best.” 
are in our Father’s hands. It is all right. 
We are immortal till our work is done We 
We cannot understand; but it is better to 
trust than to know, and we live a charmed life 
as children of the Father, looking up into his 
face, *even as our sorrows chase one another 
through our lives. In our limited capacity we 
have the Father’s presence, as our Lord had. 
Nothing separated Him from the conscious- 
ness of the Father’s nearness. And O, that 
is the joy, that is the blessedness of our life, 
when we go to our ey tasks that God 
goes with us into every little thing, and “no 
weapon that has been formed against us shall 
prosper !” 

But when we take our life into our own 
hands, it is a different story, There are men 
and women here tonight whose lives are in 
their own hands. You cannot claim the divine 
presence; not because God does not love you, 
for he does; but you have taken your own 
destiny into your own keeping. You have 
eut the knots of your own life; you have pulled 
up your own stakes, and said, “I will go down 
. into Egypt.” You stand just like a robber in 
another's house, liable to be shot down, and 
having no court to which to appeal. Is not 
that so? Is not that the reason why so many 
lives are tragic, because they have taken them 
into their own hands? And they have no suc- 
cess in life. They have to plot and scheme 
and dissemble for themselves, because they 
have no sense of the providence of God. That 
is an awful thing, to lose the sense of the 
providence of God in one’s life, 


4. Another consequence of Abraham's — 
was that he destroyed his testimony for God. 
I do not suppose that Abraham ever said a 
word about God to the people of Egypt. A 
liar must be an awful hypocrite if he has the 
audacity to talk about God when he knows he 
is living a lie. Most people have conscience 
_ enough left to be silent. That is why some 

sons cannot talk to their servants about 

rist. That is why some parents cannot talk 
to their own children about Christ. Witness for 
Christ! They dare not do it. Like Abraham 
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- never have had any trouble had -he not 


“never have learned these awful habits of 


they have lost their testimony for God, and said, 


L- 


SSS a ee 
thet ia the reason they are not witnessing 
5. Another thing that happened as a con-— 


sequence of his false step was, he brought mis- - 
chief into his own family. Abraham 
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down to Egypt and got richer than ever. 
the trouble was because he went down 
Egypt, and got rich. If he had stayed.in 
land, there would never have been a 
between Lot and Abraham, and Lot 


Fs 


‘| 


7 


grace which ruined his family. It was all be- 
cause of the false step of his uncle. Abraham 
came back to God, but as long as he lived he 
left his influence upon Lot. All’ his days he ~* 
had to suffer from that experience, in know- ‘ 
ing that his act had helped to send Lot fur- 
ther away from the better life. O parents, 

for your soul’s sake and for your children’s 
sake, keep close to Christ. If you have gone 
away from him, when again you come under 

the power of the Holy Ghost, bring your boys 

and your girls with you. But though—thank 
God—you may perhaps do that, can never 

blot out the influence that has wrought 
upon your children in the meantime. And 

may not be able to bring them back with you 

“out of Egypt.” There are fathers and mothers 
today whose heads are bowed with grief and 
shame, because in the days of their disobed- 
ience they earried their children into the whirl 

of worldliness; and now that they themselves 
have been sobered, and feel the breath of 
eternity upon their faces, they cannot get their. 
children to come back with them. Poor Abra- 

ham knew that by bitter experience. ; 


III. But, in the third place, let me speak 
of the way back. The way back! Ah, he must 


* have been tempted to go further and further — 


and to say, The religious life is not for me. 
I have made a mess of it. Some men do that. 
Before I left the old home. I got a Bible 
from my mother and at first I read it every 
night; but soon I got into the society of certain ~} 
boys and I forgot to read it, and | went right 
back; and for twenty or thirty years the doors 
of spiritual experience were closed. Is there 
such a man here? Twenty-five years ago your > 
face was like the worning, and heavenly influ- 
ences were great realities; but the lust for 4 
gold came in. And yet not so much the hist 
for gold as for what it means in the city, ; 
“going one better,” the desire to “beat the other 
man,” ‘ 
Well, that was Abraham’s temptation; but he } 
had to go back to the old life, back to where 
he had left God. And, my friend, that is what 
we must do, if we are going to get back. 7 
must go back to where we left him, and that 
means, for some people, a hard experience, - 
for it means the undoing of some 
which have been done,—the undoing! 
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: regi T went up to his am: ind <A e 
_ came very nervous, But at length it came 
out,—friend, a long series of frauds. I said, 
“The only thing to do is to go right back.” 
“T know it,” he said, “I will write a letter 
now to my employer.” “All right,” I said, 
“Il stand by you as long as I can; and I will 
get others to stand by you as long as they can.’ 
As we went out into the night, he said, “That 
means. a time in jail, but, Oh, I am so happy!” 
He came back; he undid the past as far as 

he could. 

Friends, we have got to do that, not in that 
sense, of course. I am not speaking to men 
and women of that type; but we have got to 
undo. And there is just where some of us 
have come, There is something wrong in our 
lives that has not been faced. We have been 
working and praying and weeping; but that 
question of undoing stands before us. We 
come up to a certain point like the tide, and 
then go back again. But the great spring 
tide that is to carry away the old hulk that 
lies on the sand has not come yet. O that it 
might come tonight! because I tell you that 
until it comes there is a postponement of your 
spiritual well-being. 

Abraham came back to the altar. I can see 
him go down again before the altar with noth- 
ing between him and it. My friend, come back 
to the altar, too, and as you fall down before 
it ery from the depth of your soul, “Lord, 
take me back!” 

Christ appeals to the heroic in us. 


He Went a Little Further 


Rev. Llewelyn Brown, Cleveland, O. 


SERMON NOTES. 


“He went a little further.” Matt, 26:39, 
There is a message in this text for every 
one in this church tonight. There is. a mes- 


sage here for my heart and a message for you, 


There is not a life here that would not be 
better, happier and more useful if we would do 
what "Jesus - did in this lesson, namely “go a 
little further.” If every man in the house to- 
night who is.not a Christian would go a little 
further there would not be an unsaved man go 
out, and if every Christian here would do the 
same we would go out better and more use- 
ful servants of the Lord Jesus Christ. If I 
know my own heart at this hour I want to go 
a little further and I pray that this may be the 
determination of every heart here. My heart 
saddens when I think of so many who for the 
lack of the very thing spoken of in this tex 
are living unhappy and miserable lives. They 
lack the last step, “They have gone so far but 
they need to go a little further, Listen! If the 
devil can only keep a man from going a little 
further he will keep the Christian out of bless- 
ing and the sinner out of heaven both here and 
hereafter, Brother, are you walking close to 

esus’ side? Then move up a little closer, go a 
ittle further, you cannot go too far in that 
direction. Brother, are you unsaved tonight? 
With a burdened heart and a load of guilt that 
‘Presses upon you like a great mountain, you 
are very near to the fountain filled with blood 
em take it all away, Will you move up a 


PILGRIM AT THE CROSS. 

Life or death—a free hour. 

This is a great hour. Some soul will enter the 
gateway of blessing tonight or will move fur- 
ther away. Will you not all pray that it may 
be nearer, To be so near to blessing and yet 
so far away is one of the most pitiable things 
I know of, 


VERY TENDER SCENE. 


2. These words lead us to a very tender 
‘scene in the life of our blessed Lord, For 
some days the shadow of his cross had been 
deepening upon His pathway, When Christ 
took the steps to which the passage refers He 
was going where no other soul had ever gone! 
He was going where no other soul we believe 
this side of the grave can ever go. He was | 
going to be God-forsaken. He saw it all when 
He entered the garden. That is why I think 
that He went alone. The disciples even, Peter, 
James and John could ont follow him here. 
He had just said to the Jews, “Whither I go 
you cannot follow me.” 


THAT MEANT SALVATION. 


He left the eight at the gate, He took the 
three a little further and then He left them 
to watch while in the night He moved away 
about a stones throw. He went a little fur- 
ther.. If He had not gone a little further you 
nor I would never have been redeemed. It was 
only a little distance between Christ and those 
three men, but Oh what a distance in another 
sense! Thev were sleeping and He was agon- 
izing. ‘Their minds were full of visions of 
thrones and His was full of the vision of the 
cross—thorns! They were to receive salva-. 
tion but He was to effect it, They were to 
be blessed and He was to bleed. Yes “He 
went a little further!” It could be walked in 
a few minntes but it meant miles of distance 
when measured by the line of spiritual exper- 
ience, I want every one in the house to feel 
the awful loneliness that these words intro- 
duce us to, He had left for the last time the 
home of Mary and Martha, His body is now 
anointed for the burial. He has the sentence 
of death within Him, He has broken the last 
supper with His own and said “remember me.” 
He had just taken a last loving look at the 
disciples He loved and who were faithful, 
on the eight and the three, Soon all will for- 
sake Him and flee. Judas is down in the city 
arranging His betrayal. He will soon be com- 
ing. But this is not all, The whole perspec- 
tive of His life is now changing. He began 
to be amazed and sore troubled.. Even God is 
withdrawing. Midnight piled on night is’t his! 


THE BEGINNING OF THE TRAGEDY, 


Jehovah lifted up his rod, 

O Christ "twas hard for thee, 

Thou wast sore stricken of thy God, 
There's not a stroke for me, 

Thy tears, thy blood beneath it flowed, 
Thy bruising healeth me,” 

That was all beginning in the heart of Jesus 
When He went a little further, Where did 
those tears begin to fall and that blood begin 
to flow? I answer—not on the cross—in 
Gethsemane! It was there he anticipated the 
cross before He came to it. Tt was a long anti- 
cipated journey. It was there He tasted first 
the bitter bliss of all our woe! No wonder 


His heart agonized as he saw the awful flood 
of guilt coming on that He had to turn from 
the sinner. It is the first few minutes of a 
battle that tests the soldier. Many a heart that 
has after the first attack has not faltered has 
given way with fear while they were waiting 
for the call to advance. The agony of the 
cross anticipated in Gethsemane was as trying 
in a sense as the agony itself, It was not on 
the cross but in Gethsemane garden where 
the strong cryings ascended and the hot tears 
fell. “And He went a little further.” 

“He trod the wine press alone and of the 
people there were none with Him.” Yes He 
was alone! It is the loneliness of the suffering 
Saviour that is here taking place, no ordinary 
loneliness mark you well. This was part of 
the price of man’s redemption. Unless Christ 
took that step, that last step, that awful step, 
you and I must have perished forever, but He 
stood firm and moved on into that awful sha- 
dow through which the light of heaven bid 
not penetrate until He reached the other side 
of the cross. 

Contrast: Erasmus. “I intend to be as true 
to the truth as the times will allow.” 

Luther. “Here I take my stand—I cannot 
recant! God help me!” 

I want to do two things tonight. 


1, To show that the failure to do this spells 
“Eternal loss.” 
Let us take examples from the word of God. 
2. Take Saul, “Slay all.” He kept the 
choice and lost his crown. 
3. The children of Israel at Kadeshbarnea. 
A little further would have meant Canaan. 
4. Take Herod. “A little further would 
have saved his soul!” 
He kept his brother’s wife and perished. 
5. Take Felix and Agrippa. 
6. Take the rich young ruler. 
7. Take Pilate. Many here. 
Martin: “I’ve come to give myself to God.” 
The world is poor without Jesus. Very poor! 
Is there any one can take His place? In life? 
In death? In judgment? None. 
_ The parable of the pearl “sold all and bought 
| Ta 
There is nothing that we have and that we 
can surrender that is worth keeping at the price 
of losing Christ. Go a little further and you 
will find God and salvation, peace, heaven and 
a new life. There is a Gethsemane for every 
man. Where he surrenders fully to the will 
of God, dies to self and takes up the prayer 
that Jesus there pray ed “Father not my will 
but thine be done.” No man can honestly pray 
those words until he is a Christian. 
“The battle of our life is won, 
And heaven begun, 
When we can say “Thy will be done” 
But Lord until these restless hearts, 
In thy deep love are still, 
O teach us how to do thy will.” 


II. What this last step involves. 
A recognition of the fact that Christ 
alone saves. 
.“Tis not thy tears of repentance or prayers 
But the blood that atones for the soul.” 
As we used to sing in the Sunday school to 
which I went as a boy: 
Nothing either great or small, 
Nothing sinner! no! 


Jesus died and paid it all long, long ago.” 

This is hard for many men to do. They 
want to have a hand in their own salvation. 
They trust somehow after all said and done 
to personal merit. 

“Nothing in my hand I bring... -cling.” 

2. A genuine repentance of sin. 

Christ saves from but not in sin. A salva- 
tion that will not deliver you from sin is not 
big enough to save you. It is not conviction. 
It is not sorrow. It is not promising. to do 
better. It is a genuine turning away from sin. 
“Taking sin by the hair of the head.” 

3. A willingness on our part to openly con- 
fess Christ. 

There is no smuggling into the kingdom of 
heaven. The woman that touched Jesus from 
behind in the press had to come to the front 
and openly confess Him. There is no such 
a thing in heaven as we have in the Methodist 
Church, “receiving men and women on pro- 
bation.” 

Why hot confess Him now? 

“O why not say “yes” to the Saviour tonight, 

He's tenderly pleading with thee.” 


A New Light on an Old Text 
Rev. Theo. W. Harris, Oxford, N. Y. 

“As for man, his days are as grass: as a 
pd of the field, ‘so.he flourisheth.” Psa. 
103 :15. 

The flower is for fruit. The lovely peach 
blossom fades to reappear in the luscious fruit 
and the perfect peach; if its life is to be con- 
tinued it must perish. If man fades as a 
flower of the -field, like that flower he dies to 
live, not to disappear. “Verily, verily, I say 
unto you, except a corn of wheat fall into the 
ground and die, it abideth alone. But if it die 
it bringeth forth much fruit.” 

Why, then; does the Psalmist paint man’s 
evanescence a despairing black, 
against it the jewel of God’s enduring mercy? 
Because he thinks of death as a disappearance 
instezd of a development. Jesus Christ had 
not then brought life and immortality to light. 
The writer could only sit at the grave with 
his head bowed on his hands and sigh, “If a 
man die, shall he live again?” 

A certain mastgrpice of music proceeds in a 
minor key to the last chord, which, like a 
burst of sunset glory redeeming a gray day, 
is a triumphant major. Jesus has raised this 
text and the immortal elegy of the 90th Psalm 
and dismal Ecclesiastes to the major key of 
hope. That man is as a flower is rather a 
cause for joy than for grief. We appreciate 
life, health, physical sensation, success, earthly 
companionship, but not to any of them do we 
build a memorial Taj Mahal. If they have 
been beautiful they have faded in death to be- 
come more beautiful in another lifes A young 
girl of beauty, accomplishments and hosts of 
friends, in the bloom of unusual promise, died 

“as a flower” Did she, herself, consider her 
death untimely? Her last words were “Vic- 
tory, blessed Victory!” Lincoln seemed to be 
cut down like the grass, but never has he lived, 
even in his own country, as since he 


How does the fading of the flower strike 
the harvester? How do angels Rey human © 


death? 


“Precious in the pA 
is the death of his saints.” 


How docs Bal 


to set off” 


think of it—he that called it “unmooring?” 
How does the Master think on the subject? 
“She is not dead, but sleepeth,” was his com- 
ment on the dead girl. 

But why the beauty of the flower, of life, of 
youth, of marriage, of achievement, of accu- 
mulation, of skill—why that fascination of 
beauty that cries out for permanence? Beauty 
inexorably disappears and its loss saddens us 
so deeply. 

Let us begin by disowning the idea that 
beauty is for itself. We protest against the 
poet’s dictum that “Beauty is its own excuse 
for being.” This is neither a scientific nor a 
spiritual assertion. On the contrary, every 
curve of body, shore or orbit, every tint of 
color, every perfume, every harmony is utili- 
tarian. The artificer’s handiwork is beautiful 
because it is superlatively perfect. The beau- 
tiful is the perfect useful. Every good work- 
man on earth is a beautiful workman: Rus- 
kin-and Mabie have made this very plain to us. 

If, therefore, God planned that man fade 
as a flower to reappear in fairer form and field, 
the intention and the process and the result are 
beautiful. To this we must accommodate our 
sense of beauty. We must get beyond the 
primitive enchantment of the rosy youthful 
form, of the supreme desirability of money, 
of the beauty of the cloudless life. 

This brings us to the “fallacy. of appear- 
ances.” What is the Beautiful? “Man looks 
on the outward appearance”; a superficial view 
of the beautiful. The-bride “fades” into the 
wrinkled grandmother. Did God succeed in 
the matter of beauty on the bride and fail on 
the grandmother? Old age need never lack 
in beauty, as is apparent to high and discern- 
ing souls. The Greek had not soul enough to 
go beyond the maturity of Venus de Milo. 
Her expression is far less beautiful than that 
of any ripe Christian woman of today. Most 
people cannot go beyond the other Grecian 
types of Venus. This conception of beauty is 
the pit that ever lies concealed among the 
flowers of art. Debauchery attends the blind 
and primitive worship of human beauty, while 
the true artist, like Watts and Leighton, in- 
cludes the spiritual with its physical manifes- 
tation. As the “human form divine” ought to 
inspire us with all the possibilities of man’s 
development, so the contemplation of nature 
should lead us to Nature’s God 

What, then, is the function of beauty? Woo- 
ing to the worship of God, stimulus to enjoy 
higher forms of beauty, suggestion, promise 
of the glory “yet to be ‘revealed in us.” 

“Beauty was lent to Nature as the type of 
heaven’s unspeakable and holy joy, 
“Where all perfection makes the sum of bliss.” 


Did a flower bring to Wordsworth 
“Thoughts that do often lié too deep for 
tears?” All beauty fascinates and leaves us 
brooding over mystery. How we are drawn 
to the sea, the flower, the form, the color, the 
poem, the sunset, not so much for themselves 
as for the thoughts that do arise in us! 


Tf life is so beautiful to ‘us, it cannot but 
fill us with yearning for further beauty. If the 
. flower is beautiful, much of its beauty is in 
its promise of fruit. Fading, then, is at least |: 
as beautiful as flowering. .We refuse to be 
f ed by the fallacy of appearances. The 


stream disappears in the ground, only to spring 
elsewhere a father of waters. When Christ . 
was crucified he was rather transfigured than 
disfigured. _ Persecution blasts the Christian 
community like a prairie fire——only to promise 
a richer spiritual harvest. How did the beauty 
of personal liberty compare with Bunyan’s pri- 
son-born “Pilgrim’s' Progress?” Martyr Pit- 
kin dies in the glory of a singularly beautiful 
youth, but the beauty to which he has suc- 
ceeded is “a more excellent glory.” Has your 
beautiful child died? Why not rejoice in that 
child’s increase in beauty? Throw away, in the 
name of Christ, the symbols of a faded flower! 
You are filled with the thought of fading, 
when the child is really in bloom. 

How this New Testament light on the Old 
Testament text changes the aspect of life! 
Howsoever’ enamored we be of the beauty of 
our possession, we sée it bloom as it fades. 
Comfort withers in the storm of affliction, yet 
“we rejoice in tribulation.” The: flower of 
health “fades” into the tonic of endurance; 
resignation, faith and unwonted cheeriness. 
How frequently bankruptcy has become the 
nestegg of “treasures in heaven!” How often 
success is the most dismal failure! Sterile 
selfish scholarship or wealth or fame or pro- 
fessional skill, however delightful to contem- 
plate, fades not to reproduce a hundredfold, but 
to disappear. Jesus told Peter how houses and 
lands may’ fade to blossom larger. The life 
perished in toils, sacrifices and scorn of sin 
flourishes with a beauty that “success” knows 
not of, 

If the embarking Pilgrims could only have 
seen the three hundred years of America by 
faith,—where were their “sadness of farewell?” 
With this scroll of faith in the precious prom- 
ises and resplendent, though partial, descrip- 
tions of “the glory which shall be revealed in 
us,” we fear no fading. Youth, health, friend- 
ship, yes, even innocence,—by the grace and 
purpose of God they may bloom again beyond 
all comparison. Christ, who recommended the 
loss of a hand, an eye, in favor of eternal life, 
is the God who provided death as the begin- 
ning of life. 

“T lay in dust life’s glory dead, 

“And from the ground there blossoms red: 

“Life that shall endless be.” 


NOT ON THE GRAND JURY. 


Here is the way a Benton County man con- 
fessed at a revival. He had been pressed to 
repent, and finally got up and said: “Dear 
friends, I feel the Spirit moving in me to talk 
and tell what a bad man I have been, but I 
can’t do it while the grand jury is in session!” 

“The Lord forgive!” shouted the preacher. 

“I guess that’s all right,” said the penitent, 
“but He ain’t on the grand jury 1? 
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An Example in Classic Church Architecture. 
MINNEAPOLIS. 


PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN 


L. B, Valk Architectural Co., 499 Stimson Block. 

This illustration is for a classic building 
costing $35,000 complete on a lot 80x135, a 
design wholly on colonial lines with column 
portico and dome. 

This building is planned for stone walls, 
light gray color, built hollow, malthoid roof 
and dome covered with copper. 

The Sunday-school does not open into the 
church. 


. Los Angeles, Oalif., Architects. 


It was desired in this plan to have the 
organ back of pulpit with choir of 18. 
The Audience room, 45x58, to seat...... 372 


The Audience room Gallery to seat.... 190 
562 
The Sunday School to seat ~........:. 292 


The Sunday School Gallery to seat...... 
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Primary room eed parlor all separate with 
independent entrance on side. 

In basement under Sunday school, large 
dining room, kitchen, 
toilets, furnace cellar. Under audience, room 
not excavated. 

This church is planned for a complete 
equipment with all.the latest improvements 
in the Sunday school department. Every 
class focused to speaker and each with two 
windows. 

These Sunday school rooms have been 
remarkably successful in their appliances, 
beauty and adaptation to the latest require- 
ments in Bible study. 

The social requisites are also complete, 
for in the basement is a brotherhood room 
which on special occasions becomes a din- 
ing room. The most remarkable feature of 
this plan is its low cost. 

The dome is prominent on the exterior 
while it sheds a subdued light through a 
flat skylight on the main ceiling, for it never 
will do to have a dome ceiling for good 
acoustic. In all domes planned by us for 
church interiors we always make them 
shallow where they show inside and sub- 
due the light by cathedral or opal glass in 
soft colors. 

This same plan can be erected in nitend 
brick for $35.00, -and if of artificial stone 
hollow block walls for $33,000. 


COLONIAL VERSUS GOTHIC IN 
: CHURCH ARCHITECTURE. 


I don’t know anything about church 
architecture, but I have never liked the 
effect of copying the Gothic and putting a 
spire on churches regardless of their size 
or the effect the spire produces. 

The few examples of Colonial style of 
church which I have seen look so much 
more- American and home-like than the 
cathedral and Gothic style, that I was on 
the point of asking Mr. Volk to design one, 
The desires of a Minneapolis congregation 
have forestalled me! But I take the occa- 
sion of the presentation of these plans and 
specifications to ask the advantage of—or the 
reason of our following like sheep—the ar- 
chitecture of the middle ages in building 
churches. 

We put them to an entirely different use 
and my contention is that they should look 
as pleasing and homelike as possible. The 
style of our churches seems to me to em- 
body the thought of the days when God 
_ was supposed to dwell in the church and 
not in the hearts of men. 


‘THE CAUSE OF DEATH. 

Here is something to be enjoyed by all, and 
to serve as a warning to dull preachers. Among 
the deaths the announcement is made in the 
usual form: 

“At Bolton, after a short but severe illness, 
Amanda Jane, the wife of the Rev. Levi Sum- 
_ mers.” 

_ Among the local items the cause of illness is 

made public: “The wife of the Rev. Mr. Sum- 
‘mers listened to her husband’s preaching Sab- 
before last, and died in conyulsions the 
Tuesday afternoon.” 
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How to’T cath’ Personal Purity tofa 
Sunday School Class 


By Rey. E. A. King, B. D. 

Minister, First Congrega Sandusky, O.; Author, “Helps to 
Hoh aed Panty,” Sreanzer al The Kniaht of the White Cros 
(From Tke World Beangel) 

A DIFFICULT TASK, 

No more difficult task confronts a Sunday 
School teacher than this one: How to teach 
the subject of Personal Purity so as to really 
effect and correct the conduct of the child. 
Such teaching should, by all means, be done 
in the homes of the children by their parents, 
but it frequently happens that the teacher 
detects evidences of impurity and feels com- 
pelled to attempt the subject himself. I do 
not belicve, however, that it should be intro- 
d@uced except in cases of necessity, or at 
stated interyals when a temperance lesson 
offers an opportunity. The subject is altd- 
gether too delicate to be dragged in upon all 
occasions, and by inexperienced persons. 

ATMOSPHERE. 

A teacher who wins the confidence of his 
class may say things to that class that no 
one else can. Thus a teacher may, by sug- 
gestion, a mere facial expression, or by ig- 
noring certain words and actions altogether, 
convey disapproval and create a feeling of 
disgust of everything improper. There are 
children who reason it out that if such 
things displease their teacher they are un- 
worthy of repetition. The character of the 
teacher is the determining factor in the 
whole matcer. A young man who smokes 
and chews tobacco cannot very successfully 
impress a class of boys when he talks to 
them about living a physically clean life. A 
girl who habitually attends the vaudeville 
theatre, and is a devotee of the public dance,” 
cannot make a favorable impression upon 
her class of girls when she talks with them 
about “avoiding even the appearance of 
evil.” A teacher who tries to live an ex- 
emplary life will have no real difficulty in 
teaching purity. 

START WITH PHYSIOLOGY. 

Every temperance lesson furnishes an op- 
portunity for purity teaching. It can be shown 
that the body is a very wonderful temple 
in which the spirit of God dwells, and it 
should be kept sweet and clean for his 
abode. It should be kept clean on the out- 
side by personal habits, and on the inside by 
a careful and regular diet. It may be Kept . 
healthy and stromg by proper exercise and 
the deep breathing of good pure air. As the 
mind is the directing force of the body, it too 
should be kept strong by mental exercise, 
rest and sleep, and during waking hours by 
the introduction of good thoughts and medi- 
tation on high and noble ideals. Thus pro- 
tected evil temptations will make less appeal 
to the child. 

; WHAT TO SAY. 4 

It can be pointed out that God made the 
first family, and gave it the power to create 
other human beings called children. It is a 
great and sacred trust which he has placed 
in the care of fathers and mothers. This 
creative power lies dormant in children and 
young people until they begin to be men 
and women, and then when it is fully de- 
veloped it is to be used only.in married life, 
for God has created and hallowed the family 
to that end. All other use of it is wrong and 
degrading. It may be stated also that bad 
boys and sometimes girls, tamper with these 
sacred functions and bring terrible penalties 
upon themselves. Th health in its many 
forms is a punishment that is sure to come 


to the person who sins against purity. 
Listlessness, nervousness, forgetfulness and 
insanity frequently result from a misuse of 
the generative power in the young. 


TEACHING BY ANALOGY. 

In cases where the pupils are old enough 
to comprehend the subject the teacher can 
give a few talks based on the elements of Biol- 
ogy. H can explain, in simple and perfectly 
natural Janguage, the process of reproduc- 
tion in the life of plants, birds, fishes and 
animals leading up to the same function in 
the human animal. Reproduction in human 
life should be disposed of in a sentence or 
two indicating that clearer knowledge on 
this point comes with adult life, and is, real- 
ly, of no particular consequence to young 
people. It may be well, however, for the 
teacher to say that clean, pure and noble 
living new, while young, will be helpful to 
fulfill God’s purposes for them when they 
are grown up. 


HELPS FOR THE TEACHER, 

Few teachers are qualified to discuss this 
subject helpfully before children and young 
people in groups and it should not be at- 
tempted by anybody until he has gotten a 
grasp of the subject himself and can talk 
about it in a natural tone and without over 
self-consciousness. It might be’ better, in 
some schools, to get all of the girls together 
and have them talked to by some good, well 
informed, motherly woman, preferably a 
woman physician, and in the same manner 
have the subject discussed before the boys 
by some kindly Christian physician. 

But, fortunately, there are a few good 
books calculated to give just the information 
needed, and they are inexpensive. Dr. Mary 
Wood-Allen’s “Child Confidence Rewarded,” 
“Teaching Truth,” “Almost a Man,” and “Al- 
most a Woman,” are exactly adapted to the 
needs of the teacher. They cost only 650 
cents per copy. Her “Opening Flower of 
Manhood” is a chapter from “Almost a 
Man,” and is exceptionally well adapted to 
this sort of work, and costs only 10 cents. 
She also has a book entitled “The Marvels 
of Our Bodily Dwelling,” containing a de- 
tachable chapter on “The Birth Chamber.” 
This book might well serve as the basis of 
a course of short talks on physiology leading 
up to the subject of sex. It is written es- 
pecially for children and would easily attract 
and hold the attention of the whole class. 
Dr. Sylvanus Stall’s two books, “What a 
Young Boy Ought to Know,” and “What a 
Young Girl Ought to Know,” are very fine 
indeed, as is the rest of the series. 

These books sell at one dollar each, The 
teacher should, if possible, read Dr. G. Stan- 
ley Hall’s great work, “Adolescence,” In two 
volumes. It is expensive but well worth 
having. If this is beyond the teacher's 
means he should by all means read Pro- 
fessor George Coe’s “The Spiritual Life.” 
It shows the intimate relation between 
sex and religious experience. Henry Drum- 
mond once gave a very helpful talk 
on the subject of “Temptation,” but un- 
fortunately it got bound in with another one 
of his addresses-and is to be found In a little 
book entitled “The Evolution of Bible Study,” 
but it is very suggestive and valuable for a 
teacher. President H. C, King’s “A Fight for 
Character,” which now sells at 25 cents, is 
one of the best :ttle books to place in the 
hands of pupils of both sexes. Revell’s tract 
edition of Dick’s “Confidential Talks to 
the Boys of America,” 5 cents, is most ex- 
cellent, and Dr. Elmer Brown's pamphlet 
“From a Young Man to a Young Man,” is 


good for young men fifteen and over, It 
costs only 10 cents. The Knight's Guide 
Book, “Helps to Health and Purity,” is in- 
tended especially for the private reading of 
young men fifteen or sixteen and over who 


are struggling with the problems of puberty 


and its after effects. It cont#ins suggestions 
for physica! and mental exercises, The cost 
of this book is 60 cents, 


A WORD ABOUT METHOD, 

Pica of the beoks mentioned above are 80 
carefully and wisely written that they may 
safely be read in the class itself, but I think it 
would be much better for the teacher to read 
the books first and make notes of what 
seems best adapted to the particular class 
involved. Dr. Stall’s two books are especial- 
ly adapted for group work, or could be used 
as suggestive outlines for the teacher to 
follow. Much good may be accomplished 
outside of the class through the loaning of 
some of these books and tracts, If possible 
it Is wise to tell the parents what is being 
done so as to avoid misunderstanding In case 
the children carry home inadequate and mis- 
leading reports of the teacher's work, 

Sandusky, Ohio, BK. A. KING, 


NAILING IT FAST, 

Once when I was a little schoolgirl, a vis- 
itor said something in a speech he made to 
us which I shall never forget, 

“Suppose,” said he, “you were building a 
house, and instead of putting the shingles 
and weatherboards on with nalls, you fasten- 
ed them in place with tacks. It would be 
a foolish way to work, would it not? For 


the first high wind would send them flying — 


off in all directions, 

“None of you would do so silly a thing as 
that, I am sure... But how are you doing your 
school work day by day? Are you just tack- 
ing the lessens on so they will stay long 
enough for the recitation and they drop 
off your memory, or are you nailing them 
fast, so that they will stay on for life and 
become a good, sound part of your educa- 
tion?’—King'’s Own. 


WHAT A YOUNG BOY OUGHT TO KNOW, 


Revised Edition, by Sylvanus Stall, D. D, 
193 pp., cloth, $1.00, net> Vir Publishing Co., 
1178 Land Title Building, Philadelphia, Pa. 


This is the revised edition of a little book 
that fs just w'mt its title Indicates, In his 
“Foreword to Parents” the author clearly 
sets forth the fact that this information con- 
cerning the origin of life should always reach 
the child through Its parents. Realising how 
few parents know how to present this diffi- 
cult and delicate subject In a pure and proper 
manner to the mind of an Inquiring child the 
author sets forth the entire subject In such a 
form that parents may represent the thought 
in thelr own language, read suitable parts, 
or place thé book in the hands of the grow- 
ing boy as the judgment of the parent may 
determine, The whole subject of the perpet- 
uation of life among plants, fishes, birds and 
animals is set forth in a manner as delicate, 
pure and interesting as it is sclentifie and 
satisfactory to both parent and child, Chil- 
dren should not and would not be left to 
learn these sacred truths In an Impure way 
from vicious companions if parents only 


knew of the better way made 80 plain and 


easy In this book, No other books upon 
these subjects have ever secured such uni- 
vergal acceptance and favor, We give this — 
valuable book an unqualified commendation 
to parents everywhere, 


, 
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A letter to the publisher said: “The Expos- 
itor” by sheer merit has forced its way into 
my study. It has become one of the maga- 
zines that a preacher ought to have on his 
table. You are certainly making good in your 
work and you deserve the success that is com- 
ing to you.” 

Now wasn’t that good. And that it comes 
. from a novelist whose books have passed the 

million and a half mark didn’t make it less ap- 
preciated. And then the naive Scotch conser- 
vatism and—you have clambered up in spite of 


me. 

A St. Louis pastor added to a business 
letter: “Could say many good words about 
your magazine. Don’t know that you need 
them, but am glad to acknowledge the service 
you are rendering”. What! don’t need words 
of encouragement. Men may get so rich they 
need no more money, but no one can ever do 
without words of praise or, encouragement 
except the one who is not trying. 

The superintendent of a Sunday School took 
the pains and time to write each one who had 
taken the responsible parts in the Christmas 
entertainment, thanking them and praising the 
work done. 

These three incidents grouped themselves 
and reminded me of what Isaiah said: “The 
Lord God hath given me the tongue of the 
learned, that I should know how to speak a 
word in season to him that is weary. * * *’ 
The Revision has it: “that it may know how to 
sustain him that is weary.” 

The disciples asked once: 
that be saved?” 

_ Are there many that be weary? Oh yes, a 


“Are there few 


great many. Are there many that speak a 
word to sustain them? Not enough to go 
around. There is a stringency of words in 
season. How many readers encourage the 
editor? How many superintendents think to 
thank those who work with him? How many 
thank the superintendent for the time and 
energy he puts into the school; or how many 
thank the pastor for the special effort he put 
into his sermon. Sometimes we think that 
God himself forgets to crown our efforts with 
success which is to us who labor the apprecia- 
tion we most desire. 

In a word we grow weary in well-doing, in 
spite of the apostle’s advice. When we do, let 
us look around, and see some one who has not- 
taken on these extra burdens that attach to 
an interest in-the kingdom of heaven. They 


-may be rich in money but poor in the ability 


to appreciate the earth, the sky. Listen to their 
conyersation. It reminds one of the chained 
dog with the worn track at the end of the 
chain. An interest in God’s world and work 
enlarges our horizon and even though it brings 
weariness, we can then appreciate rest. How 
blessed as compared to those who never grow 
weary, and consequently know no rest. 

One reason we do not do more of it is that 
we are too busy—haven’t time. If we are 
busy at simply getting rich, we are paying too 
high a price, as is shown by the following 
verse by the poet-philosopher S. E. Kiser, in 
the Chicago Record-Herald: 


You are rushing, you are straining, with a grim 
look on your face; : 

You are turning from all pleasures; in your 
breast peace has no place; 

You have ceased to find contentment in the 
nooks you used to know; < 
You have ceased to care for others whom you 

clung to long ago; 

You are straining, you are striving through 
the dark days and the fair, ‘ 
But, oh, mirthless, eager brother, are you get- 

ting anywhere? 


You have given up old fancies, you have left 
old friends behind; 

You are getting rich in pocket; but are poor 
in heart and mind; 

You have lost your sense of beauty in your 
haste to push ahead, 

And along the ways you travel bitterness and 
grief are spread; ” 

You have ceased to care how others bend be- 
neath the woes they bear, 

But, with all your cruel striving, are you get- 
ting anywhere? 


Out beyond you there is silence that no man 
may ever wake; c 

In the distance there is darkness that no morn- 
ing’s light may break; ; 

At the journey’s end dishonor is for those 
who day by day 

Cheat their souls and dull their senses as they 
rush upon the way! 

You are passing many pleasures which you 
have the right to share, 

As you rush to fill the hollow, men will dig 
for you somewhere. 
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PULPIT ELOQUENCE LIBRARY a 


Poe vers int N. J., Henry Van Dyke: “It is 


a very interesting work. 


NION GOSPEL NEWS: “It is not often that 
U so much representative religious thought of 
all periods is included in five volumes.” 
AKE FOREST UNIVERSITY, Prest. James G. 
i K. McClure: ‘I feel sure that Pulpit Power 
and Eloquence has a mission of great useful- 
ness.”’ 
ARKHURST, C. H.: “Bound to be a fountain 
of inspiration to all its readers.” 


admirable qualities.’"—Bishop J. S. Mills, 


IMES, SUNDAY SCHOOL, C. G. Trumbull, 
Editor: “Will be a welcome addition to 


| KNOW of no other work possessing so many 


many a clergyman’s library.”’ 


PWORTH HERALD: “A veritable preacher's 
‘Acre of diamonds!’, This volume will prove 

a battery of inspiration as well as a gallery 

f classic models for preachers of the new century.” 


EAGUE FOR SOCIAL SERVICE, Josiah 
Strong, President: ‘The work contains much 
valuable material, worth any minis‘er’s while 
to study.” ' 

VER 100 of the 5,000 purchasers have taken 


the trouble to write us voluntary commenda- 
tions. 


Q rise can: Do you know of any other work 


© 


that can marshal such an array of commen- 
dation and praise? 


NION, The Baptist: ‘Chalmer’s famous  ser- 
mon, together with sermons by Drummond, 
Beecher, Spurgeon, Bushnell, Meyer, Cuyler 
and Parker—these are well worth reading.” 

XTRAORDINARY care was used in the selec- 
tion—18 prominent preachers having been 
consulted. 


ORTHWESTERN CHRISTIAN ADVOCATE: 
N “This is a most helpful collection and will 
be generally appreciated.” 


HAPMAN, J. WILBUR: 
most valuable work.” 
ONGREGATIONALIST: “We do not miss any 
name which ought to be included.’’ Parke S. Cad- 
man wrote after receiving one of these volumes: 
“Please send me four additional copies and I will 
send check.” 


For thet Sermo MESSENGER: “The selection 


“Tt is certainly a 


of the sermons is the result of the judgment 

of 18 such men as Presidents Barrows and 
Bashford, F. W. Gunsaulus, F. B. Meyer and H. C. 
G. Moule, of England.” 


in that foremost of fine arts, the preaching 
of the Gospel, give careful 
work,—Arthur T. Pierson. 


| NTERESTING: Dixon, A. C.: “A survey of 


| ET him who aspires to be one of God’s masters 


study to this 


a great variety of preachers, and cannot fail 
to interest.” 

UCKLEY, J. M., Editor New York Advocate: 
“Merely to read the list of the authors’ names 
is an inspiration and suggestive of power.” 

Bradford, Amory H.: “It ought to be not only 
read, but studied by those intending to enter the 
ministry.” 

EFORMED CHURCH MESSENGER: “Will 

R be welcomed by the preacher who desires to 
see examples of the best work of men who 
have done noble service in the pulpit.’ 


DVOCATE, WESTERN CHRISTIAN: “The 
A volumes abound in meaty and permanently 
worthy sermons.” 


“The choice has been discriminating and ju- 


Revie: give this work unusual praise, viz.: 
It would be difficult 


dicious. to name one 


of the sermons that is unworthy its place in such a. 


work.”—The N, Y. Observer. 
OU could well afford to sell all the books of 
Y sermons in your library to purchase this work, 
» In a sense, it includes them all. 
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“ 


A Selection of 75 of the 400 Sermons and their 
Authors, Representing only 1/; of this 
Great Work 


Lyman Abbott, God’s Wortenon 

Charles F.. Aked, Obeying the Heavenly Vision. 

William Arnot, The Lost Sheep. 

Maltbie. D. Babcock, The Law of Growth, 

Albert Barnes, Influence of the Gospel. 

H. W. Beecher, What is Christ to Me? 

Hugh Black, Duty of Forgetfulness. 

Hugh Blair, The Event of all Time. 

John A. Broadus, Character Building. 

Phillips Brooks, The Candle of the Lord. 

Buchanan, The Star in the East. 

Bunyan, The Barren Fig Tree. 

Burrell, Non-Christian Religions. 

Bushnell, Unconscious Influence. 

Baxter, Making Light of Christ. 

S. Parkes Cadman, St. Paul’s Apology. 

Caird, Religion in Common Life. 

Calvin, Bearing the Reproach of Christ. 

Campbell, Justification and Coronation. 

Robert Candlish, The Universal Doom, 

Carey, An Enquiry. 

Chalmers, Expulsive Power of a New Affection. 

Chapman, Grieving the Spirit. : 

Christlieb, Let Me Alone, or the Great God in the 

Hands of Man. 

Chrysos‘om, Excessive Grief at Death. 

Joseph Cook, The Atonement. 

Cuyler, Christ the Restorer. 

J. H, M. D’Aubigne, Three ‘“Onlys.” 

W. J. Dawson, To the Uttermost. 

Marcus Dods, The Sower. 

Drummond, The Changed Life. , 

Christmas Evans, The Fall and Recovery of Man. 

F. W. Farrar, What God Requires. 

Fenelon, The Saints Converse with God. 

Charles Finney, God’s Love for a Sunny World, 

C. H, Fowler, Divine and Human Co-partnership. 

C. W. Gordon, Man! What a Chance, 

F. W. Gunsaulus, Our Strength Commanded. 

Thomas Guthrie, The New Heart. 

Newman Hall, The Penitent Thief. 

Robert Hall, Modern Infidelity. 

Geo. H. Hepworth, Happiness. 

Newell Dwight Hillis, The Uses of Suffering. 

Mark Hovkins. Science and Religion, 

Hugh Price Hughes, St. Paul’s- Gospel. 

Edward Irving, The Oracles of God. 

Tohn Knox, The Source of Kingly Power. 

Krummacher, The Crucifixion. 

Geo. C. Lorimer, The Old Faith and the New. 

Luther, Justification. 

Maclaren, An Old Preacher on Preaching. 

Huch MacMillan, The Ribband of Blue. 

Mallalieu, Separation of the Soul from God, 

John M. Mason, The Gospel for the Poor. 

Cotton Mather, Jovful Sound of Salvation. 

Melancthon, The Securitv of God’s Children, 

F. RB. Meyer, Spiritual Life and Growth. 

D. L. Moody, No Difference. 

G. Campbell Morgan, I am with You all the Days: 

Andrew Murray, The Coming Revival. 

Toseph Parker, To/ Him That is Weary. 

Charles H. Parkhurst, What is it to Believe, 

Francis L. Patton, Supernatural in Christianity. 

Edward Payson, Second Coming of Christ. 7 

Mark Guy Pearse, The Fellowship of His Sufferings. 

Punshon, Healing Waters 

Savanarola, Christians Turned Pagan. 

Schliermacher, Christ’s Resurrection. 

Charles M. Sheldon, Follow Me. 

Matthew Simpson, Right Views of God. 

South, The Image of God in Man. 

Chas. H. Spurgeon, Paul the Ready. 

Tames Stalker, Heaven. 

Richard S. Storrs, Communion with God. 

J. Ross Stevenson, The Commanding Purpose, 

Tosiah Strong, The New Age of Chivalry. 

Talmage, Christ Over All. 

Teremy Taylor, The Foolish Exchange. 

Tholuck, The Touchstone of Human Hearts, 

Van Dyke, Salt. 

John Watson, Peter the Backslider. 
ayland, A Day in the Life of Jesus. 

Wesley, The Great Assize. 

Whitfield, The Kinedonr of God, 

Wickliffe, Christ’s Real Body. ; 

Robertson Nicoll, Rose Garden of God. 


CYCLOPEDIA 


ded by the eminent men whose portraits appear above and whose commenda- 
nominations purchased The Biblical Encyclopedia only after they had an oppor- 


s examination before paying any money for the work. 
e above well-known ministers say, to which thousands of purchasers have agreed: 


FOUR-FOLD IN dal Bot SCOPE 
use SOME TEXT IN MIND—THIS IS WHAT IT WILL DO FOR 
It will comment (the combined wisdom of the ages being used) on the difficult 
.or clauses, 2. It will analyze the text into important heads and subdivisions. 3. 
‘1 quote some important information on the text from Bible Commentators, or some 
‘ative incident from history, secular literature, etc. 4. It illuminates it with a mar- 
reference or quotation. To treat each of the 31,173. texts in the Bible in this four- 
manner requires: 

“REFERENCES AND ANNOTATIONS”—over 30,000 of these illuminating, pithy 


thts. 

“QUOTATIONS FROM BIBLE COMMENTATORS AND SECULAR LITER- 
RE”—20,000 of these. 

“ANECDOTES AND ILLUSTRATIVE FACTS”—over 10,ooo—forming an En- 
pedia of Illustration. 

“EXPOSITIONS AND ANALYSES’’—Taking up the verses word by word and 
outlining the important texts. All this is arranged according to BOOK, CHAP- 
and VERSE, and forming a complete study of EVERY SCRIPTURE text. 


FCEEDINGLY COMPREHENSIVE 


e Corinthian pillar on the left gives tains a few selections from the 145 pages 
9f the 200 authors quoted in the com- | of subject indexes of this work. Compare 
on that one small book of the Bible. it with indexes of works which have cost 
wt one private library in a hundred, and | you twice or three times as much. 
ull public libraries could produce these It may be safely said that there is not in 
‘ent works on theology shown on the | the English language any other work 
ithian pillar, and these are only a few | which, within a reasonable compass, fur- 
i¢ works used on a single book of the | nishes so much illustrative material or light 
> and that one of the smallest. on the whole Bible as is found in these five 
¢ Corinthian pillar on the right con- ‘ volumes. 
¢ arrangement is the same as tkat of the BIBLICAL MUSEUM, about 50 per cent 
he permanently valuable portions of which have been retained. This was highly 
nmended by C. H. Spurgeon. The latest Biblical Literature has been consulted by 
author of the revision to bring it entirely up-to-date, viz: THE EXPOSITOR’S 
LE, HOMILETIC COMMENTARY, CAMBRIDGE BIBLE, PREACHER’S COM- 
YTARY, PEOPLE’S BIBLE, BIBLICAL ILLUSTRATOR, and many other works, 
ving a library accessible to few. 


E 8 Cc R I i fd ds I Oo N 


¢ Biblical Encyclopedia consists of five volumes, 4,500 pages, 7x9 1-2xI 3-4 in., 
ht x18 pounds. Clearly printed-on a laid paper from new plates, bound in heavy 
1 buckram and so sewed that the volumes will lie open on the study table. 

USE AND EXAMINE THEM TEN DAYS BEFORE BUYING 
ake use of your privilege. After considering the most highly commended Biblical 
- now published, you can hardly afford to pass it by without an examination, Sign 
plan's below and the five volumes will be sent you express prepaid. 


_—$= S$ $$. $$ Sse 
2DER BLANK—AS PER PROPOSITION YOU MAY SEND ME THE BIBLI- 
ENCYCLOPEDIA EXPRESS PREPAID. 

KM TO KEEP THE BOOKS TEN DAYS, USING THEM IN MY STUDY. 

\GREE TO EITHER RETURN THE BOOKS EXPRESS PREPAID WITHIN TEN 


rS, OR PAY $2.50 WITHIN 30 DAYS AND $2.00 PER MONTH FOR 7 MONTHS 
SREAFTER, MAKING A TOTAL OF $16.50. 

2 I RESERVE RIGHT TO PAY $14.00 WITHIN 30 DAYS INSTEAD OF THE 
NTHLY PAYMENTS. 
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THE BIBLICAL 
ENCYCLOPEDIA 
AS A WORK OF 
REFERENCE, 
wo ww 
IT CONTAINS 
MORE THAN 145 
PAGES OF CARE- 
FULLY ‘PREPAR- 
ED INDEXES, 
eo ww 
Following are a 
few selections from 
the Index, and the 
number of referen- 
ces oneach subject: _ 


Abstinence «..++ 
Aftliction ss... 93 
Atonement «+++. 27 
Ambition «+++ 
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GENERAL INDEX—MARCH 


All matter not numbered as an iHustration is 


‘ 


Page. 
Archaeology, Department of ...247 
Rest of Recent Sermons ....... 277 | Game, 
Calendar, a ‘“‘cheer-up’’ ....... 269 
“Candle sermon” t} 


Card index of givers 
Chance diminishing xe 
Christ and current questions ...270 
Church, a famiiy—atnalion 

Church Methods Repartxent . 267 
Decision Day 


the uncooked—Matthews. S77 


God, ‘fighting against 
God, nearness of .. 
Handicap, man with a—Bayne. .2 
Heaven, a new 2 
“His Last Week” 
Homiletic Department 
Households saved .. 
Tlustrative Department 


services 


Page. 
Further, he went a litthe—Brown.285 ) Notes and suggestions 


| 


| Preparation, need of special ... 


indexed herewith, ™ 


Observed by a Traveling Man— 
Bushy 255 
Organ fund, raising 
Prayer-meeting Department 
Prayer-meeting pledge 
Preacher’s lack of strate; 
Preacher’s Scrap-Book— 


‘ilmer. . 


5| Psychic healing and the church. 250 


Decision day, afterward, care . +264} King’s business, this is 5 | Psychic healing in Wesley 
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Faster, preparing for ......... BOTT PSTD ns ao viens Guan ws halve Os 286 | Room, plenty of .... . 266 
Ecclesiastical PERT ORY es persis oi 262/ Meetings, organizing for ...... 269 | Sermon. subjects 
i areetiere See Ses ee 864) Methods, two ....-csceseseses 263 | Statistics, church 
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Subject Index for Illustrations. 


Pages 255 to 261 


Figures below refer to illustration numbers, not page numbers. 


No. No. No. 
Answer, delayed ...... 0.00000. 439 | Tiluminated wc. cccgs cee ee sees +429 | Prayer, earnest .....6.0 av veuned@S 
Ashamed before his child ...... 480 | Tlustration, benefit of ..... .453 | Prayer, effect of ...c.s.208 wer shTS 
Ask, better than we .........+5 461 | Illustrations .....0..eseeees veedBl | Prayer, Ganoml Wheeler in ...460 
Bad COMPANY os vein ee cade cveres 437 | Let them know ...cas.ecdeecues 478 | Power in prayer .....6++4s +50. 458 
Retter than the long distance ...469 | Life, a perfect ......... eee eee 429 | Prayer in court .......5.5+ sige dl 
Burdened for others ........... Lincoln’s answer, .. «cess 5eness 471) | Prayer is communion ..... ea 
Christian, a great ......0005 Obstruckione. <a, assis eapaiakans 441 | Prayer, Lord Tennyson on .,...463 
Closet, enter into thy Opportunities unused .......... 482 | Prayer, one-way .......... ee > 
Communication, closer Opportunity lost ...440] Prayer that was not granted ....468 
Communion with God . | Power within .449| Prayer with a method ..... . 476 
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Now to Ministers, Mis- 
sionaries, and Students and Students 

By the Generosity of a Friend, That Matchless 
COMMENTARY ON REVELATION 


Lectures on the Apocalypse 


By JOSEPH A. SEISS 


will be sent carriage paid to all Ministers, Mission- 
aries, and Students at a special price of $1.80 


Three vols., Cloth, 12mo, 
1,417 Pages, with Index 
and Chart of the Course of 
Time; Regular Price, $2.50 


Ninth Edition, 5,000 Sets, 15,000 
vols. Total of all Editions, 15,000 


LECTURES LECTURES LECTURES : Sets, 45,000 Vols. 
ON THES, > ON-THES SONTHE Yo 


\POCALYPS APOCALYPSE {POCALYPSE Hundreds of testimo- 


SEISS. © SEISS es nials like the Sollowing 5 
: me : a, ‘ “T am not surprized 
at the success which has 

attended the sale of Dr. 

Seiss’s ‘LECTURES ON THE 

Aprocatypse.’ I regard 

the work as one of the 

most important books 

of the time. It is in 

every way good.’”—LXob- 

ert McKilliam, Editor 

Morning Star, London. 


‘Wave just been 

thrilled and uplifted by 

a careful reading of the 

‘LECTURES ON THE 

APOCALYPSE’ by Dr. 

Seiss. Wish I had read 

them years ago! May 

you sell many _ thou- 

sands of sets! Now for 

more of Dr. Seiss’s books. Please send me, etc., etc.” Also com- 
mended by Rev. C. I. Scofield, R. A. Torrey, D. M. Stearns, F. 
W. Farr, and hundreds Of ministers of nearly all denominations, 


CHARLES C. COOK, 150 Nassau Street, NEW YORK 
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Special Sale of Theological Books 


Ministers can save 40% to 75% by taking advant- 


age of these low prices. Send cash with the order, or if in- 


stallment plan of payment is desired add 10% to our special 
price. Send 20% of the total amount of your purchase in 
cash and pay the balance in 10 equal monthly payments. 


Books in this list are new and in perfect condition. 


SEND FOR FREE CATALOGS 


Author Title Pub. Price Sale Price 


Postpaid 
Abbott The Young Christian 2.00 50 
Gardiner A Historic View of the New Test. net .60 25 
Stalker Seven Deadly Sins net .50 Le 
hl “Cardinal Virtues 75 35 
Drummond Faith's Perplexities 1:50 .60 
McLaren Last Sheaves 1.50 .60 
= After the Resurrection 1.25 .60 
Robertson Holy Spirit and Christian Service 1.50 YS. 
Dixon A Young Convert's Problems Ay ae 
Spurgeon Commenting and Commentaries 1.00 40 
Cuyler Campaigning for Christ 1.00 .60 
Pentecost Birth and Boyhood of Jesus [ge 65 
pacar’ W.M. Bible Biographies—Daniel—David—Elijah— 
Joseph—Moses— Paul —Peter— 
Ruth and Esther—each 1.50 62 
Boardman New England Theology 1.50 .60 
Mallock Religion as a Credible Doctrine 2.50 -.60 
Foster Christian Life and Theology 1.50 507 
Gould Best Thoughts of Best Thinkers 3.00 98 
Gunsaulusandothers People’s Bible History 5.00 1.50 
Stalker The Two St. Johns of the New Test. 1.00 .60 
Thorold On Money : 50 10 
Parkhurst Talks to Young Women 1.00 30 
Farrar Life of Christ as Represented in Art 3.50 125 
Hill Seven Sorts of Successful Sunday Evening 
Services. (A valuable help to pastors) 1.00 50 
DePressensé Ancient World and Christianity 3.00 1.00 
Hodge Church Polity 3.00 «1.00 
Law Serious Call to a Devout and Holy Life 2.50 1.00 
Ryle On the Church of England 1.50 60 . 
Patterson Broader Bible Study . 75 505 
Brooke Old Test. and Modern Life 1.50 .60 
Batten “from Modern Point of View 1.50 50 
Aitken Divine Ordinance of Prayer 25 50 
Tristram Land of Moab 2.50 65 
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